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SUN PRAIRIE STAR

Council adopts 2022 budget, 3.4% tax increase

By Jennifer Fetterly

jfetterly@hngnews.com

The Sun Prairie City Council 
approved the city’s 2022 budget 
with a $26.5 million tax levy, a 

5.2% increase over last year.
The city tax on an aver-

age home (currently valued at 
$301,200) will increase 3.37% 
or $72, under the adopted 2022 
city budget.

Wastewater rates will 
increase by $10 for the average 
residential user. Refuse/recy-
cling rates remain the same for 
2022.

City resident Ryan Roling 
was the only person to give feed-
back as the city council was set 
to adopt the budget Tuesday 

night.
Roling said the city’s prop-

erty taxes were pricing lower 
and middle-income families out 
of the city.

“The fact that my property 
taxes are 10% of my take-home 
pay is a huge deal for me and 
this is the avenue that I have to 
speak out and share my case,” 
Roling, who attended virtually, 
told city alders at the Nov. 16 
Committee of the Whole meet-
ing.

Some Sun Prairie alders 
expressed a commitment to 
keep the tax increase at 3%, 
while others thought the arbi-
trary percentage would limit ini-
tiatives they wanted to add.

The 2022 city budget’s 3.37% 
tax increase is the second-high-
est tax increase since 2016. City 
officials cited data that showed 
the City of Sun Prairie had the 
second to lowest tax rate when 
compared with Madison, Fitch-
burg, Stoughton and Middleton.

Mayor Paul Esser has advo-
cated for a tax increase of 
3-5 percent in every city bud-
get. Last year city alders kept 
the increase at 1.5 percent, a 

Jacobs calls Sun Prairie 
museum ‘a well-funded 

catastrophe’

By Jennifer Fetterly

jfetterly@hngnews.com

The City of Sun Prairie 
will refund $35,000 in prop-
erty taxes to apartment owners 
who sued the city regarding tax 
assessments.

The Sun Prairie City Coun-
cil approved settlements with 
two corporations on Tuesday, 
Nov. 16.

Otto’s Orchard Spring Ven-
ture, LLC, will get a $20,000 
refund on its 2020 tax payment. 
The corporation owns town-
houses and apartments at 1201 
and 1221 Prospect Commons, 
2987 Providence St. and 115 
King St.

Otto’s Orchard Spring Ven-
ture, LLC argued in its lawsuit 
that the assessments should be 
lowered by $1.9 million. The 
company claimed that the 2020 
property tax assessments were 
excessive compared with other 
commercial properties in the 
city and violated the Uniformity 

 Æ Apartment property owners 
challenged city’s property tax 

assessments

City to refund 
$35,000 in 
tax lawsuit 
settlement

City Council approves 
four-way stop at  

Robin and White Tail
By Chris Mertes

spedit@hngnews.com

Despite opposition from city 
staff and divergent opinions 
among alders, the Sun Prai-
rie City Council voted 6-2 to 
approve a four-way stop sign 
designation for the intersec-
tion of Robin Drive and White 
Tail Drive.

City Director of Public Ser-
vices Adam Schleicher wrote in 
a report to alders that the Pub-
lic Works Committee received 
concerns regarding speed-
ing, pedestrian visibility and 
potential for accidents at the 
intersection, which is located 
on Sun Prairie’s east side. A 
request was made to install a 
four way stop at this intersec-
tion.

Staff from the Engineer-
ing, Public Works and Police 
Department reviewed the 
intersection. A recent traffic 
and speed count that was con-
ducted in September of this 
year provided speed and vol-
ume counts. The 85 percen-
tile speeds for this location 
were near or slightly above the 
posted speed limit of 25 and 
revealed a percent of speeding 
vehicles of less than 5%.

Schleicher wrote that a 
review of crashes from last five 

years did not 
produce any 
crashes that 
would have 
been mitigated 
by the installa-
tion of a four 
way stop. The 
last consider-
ation that was 
evaluated for a 

four way stop control was the 
volume of vehicles.

“The maximum volume 
that was observed was on 
Robin Drive at no more than 
500 vehicles per day,” Schle-
icher wrote. “This combina-
tion of data led to staff not 
recommending the installa-
tion of a four way stop because 
it was not warranted by cri-
teria described in the Man-
ual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices. Those criteria include 
a crash problem of 5 or more 
accidents in the last 12 months 
or traffic volumes entering 
the intersection of at least 500 
vehicles per hour.”

District 2 Alder Bob Jokisch 
supported the staff recommen-
dation.

“I just wanted to comment 
that I know these are tough 
decisions certainly,” Jokisch 

LIONS REMOVE JIMMY STATUE

Parisi signs 2022 Dane 
County budget

Dane County Executive Joe 
Parisi on Nov. 17 signed the 
2022 Dane County Budget.

The $754.9 million spend-
ing plan works to address the 
impacts of COVID-19, while 
also prioritizing investments 
in mental health, public safety, 
conservation, human services, 

quality of life, efforts to com-
bat climate change, and more.

“The 2022 Dane County 
budget puts a strategic focus 
on the health and well-being 
of our people and protection 
of the resources and places 

Hardship snow removal fee hiked to $5 per foot

By Chris Mertes

spedit@hngnews.com

Acting on a Public Works 
Committee recommendation, 
the Sun Prairie City Council on 
Nov. 16 approved a change in 

the city’s snow removal ordi-
nance to increase the lineal 
foot charge for snow removal in 
hardship cases.

A staff report from City 
Director of Public Services 
Adam Schleicher said the coun-
cil previously amended Sec-
tion 12.32.010 to exempt the 
sidewalk on the east side of 
Town Hall Drive between Prai-
rie Rose Drive and Schuster 

Road from the sidewalk snow 
and ice removal ordinance and 
directed staff to have the city 
conduct snow and ice removal 
on this section of sidewalk.

A similar situation exists on 
Columbus Street where side-
walks are located in the rear 
yards of properties on Baitinger 
Court and East MacArthur 
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Bikes banned on path 
near Olympic Village
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Chris Mertes
Sun Prairie Lions President Brad Bauer (standing, left), as well as members 
Ron Blawusch (right) and Jim Faltersack removed the Jimmy the Ground-
hog statue from Cannery Square on Tuesday, Nov. 16 to begin repairs.

Paul Esser Terry McIlroy
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