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A 15-year-old Milton High School student 
could be criminally charged for allegedly cre-
ating a social media post that juxtaposed local 
high school football players with a historical 
drawing of a white man whipping a Black man.

After an investigation, the Janesville Police 
Department on Monday referred the case to the 
district attorney’s office to decide whether to 
charge the student with unlawful use of comput-
erized communication systems within the city.

While Milton School District officials con-
firmed a Milton High School student created 
the meme, they were unable to comment on dis-
ciplinary action that 
might be taken.

The district’s Com-
munications and Safety 
Coordinator Kari 
Klebba reiterated in 
an email last week that 
“the meme is abhor-
rent and is not consis-
tent with our district’s 
policies.

“This incident has 
created a teachable moment, certainly. Discus-
sions continue.”

The post, which circulated on social media 
including Snapchat, included two images that 
made a racially charged comparison.

The top photo shows a Milton High School 
football player, who appears to be white, stand-
ing next to a Janesville Parker High School foot-
ball player, who appears to be Black, laying face-
down on the field. The photo was taken at a Sept. 
17 football game at Milton High School.

The second photo, appearing below the first, 
is a historical drawing of a white man whipping 
a prone, naked Black man. The combined images 
include a caption, which appears to be the origi-
nal description of the illustration: “Slave begs for 
mercy after Master beats Viciously (1860 color-
ized).”

According to the Milton School District, 
the football players in the top photo were not 
involved in the creation or distribution of the 
meme and didn’t consent to their images being 
used that way.

The father of the Parker player told WMTV that 
the teen who created the meme has been a friend 
of his son’s since they were both very young.

“He’s hurt about it and about who did it,” the 
father told the Madison TV station.

He added that the meme maker’s mother 
called to apologize, and her son expressed 
remorse on Snapchat, too.
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Rock County Parks is buying Camp 
Indian Trails from the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica Glacier’s Edge Council for $3.4 million, 
according to a statement released Wednes-
day.

Camp Indian Trails is a 178-acre prop-
erty comprised of three parcels north-
west of Janesville and east of the Rock 
River just off North River Road.

“Opening this wonderful property to 
the public will prove to be a tremendous 

investment,” Rock County Board Chairman 
Rich Bostwick said in the release. “Gener-
ations to come will look back at this acqui-
sition as being both wise and foresighted.”

Created in 1946, the camp provided 
outdoor recreation, camping and educa-
tion opportunities for Boy Scout troops 
in southern Wisconsin. The camp has 
developed to include trails, campsites, 
lodges and cabins, a man-made lake, and 
many other amenities.

Rock County Parks to buy Camp Indian Trails from Boy Scouts
Rock County is 
buying Camp  
Indian Trails,  
located on the 
Rock River between 
Janesville and 
Edgerton, and 
turning it into a 
park.

See CAMP,  Page A7
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Editor’s Note: This is the first in a series of stories 
about Milton-area wineries.

T
he leaves are raked, the first snowflakes 
have fallen and festive dinners are on 
the horizon. It’s official: Fall has given 
way to the holiday season. It’s time to 
pour a glass of wine, relax around a cozy 
fire and celebrate.

At Fermenting Cellars Winery, located at 2004 
W. Manogue Road, Janesville, owners Bill and Mary 
Eckert are ensuring guests will stay comfortable 
inside their closed-in pavilion with heaters and seat-
ing areas circling gas-lit fire pits. While the pavilion 
isn’t suited for use during the coldest months, guests 
will have a few opportunities yet to enjoy the facility.

“We have music by Kelly Schauf,” said Mary Eck-
ert. “He’s going to be here on Saturday, Nov. 20 from 
4-6 p.m.” There is no cover charge.

The winery will be open from 1-7 p.m., Nov. 20, 
and from 1-5 p.m., Nov. 21, and tentatively on Nov. 26, 
27 and 28.

“It’s hard to know if we’re going to be open in 
December,” Eckert said. “It depends on the tempera-
tures.”

Fermenting Cellars’ wines can enhance Thanksgiving dinner

Mary and Bill Eckert, owners of Fermenting Cellars Winery, 2004 W. Manogue Road, Janesville.
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