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SCHOOL DISTRICT
Community members look to brand 
Waunakee schools with a logo . • A3

SPORTS
Waunakee tennis players 
qualify  for WIAA state 
competition. • B1
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Space needs get 
attention

By Tim Wohlers

tribstaff@hngnews.com

Waunakee Community 
School District (WCSD) resi-
dents could see a referendum 
on their ballot next year, as 
school officials seek approval 
to move forward with the sec-
ond phase of a master plan that 
calls for major capital improve-
ments and facility maintenance 
throughout the district.

The referendum would ask 
taxpayers for authorization to 
issue general obligation bonds 
so that the district can construct 
a new middle school, a new or 
renovated elementary school, or 
both.

Improvements to the high-
school campus and district 
office could be part of the refer-
endum as well.

WCSD administrator Randy 
Guttenberg said the district 
had officially launched plan-
ning efforts for that referendum, 
which it anticipates presenting 
to voters during the November 
2022 election.

“In order to hit that date, we 
have a number of things that 
need to occur,” Guttenberg said 

as he presented information to 
the district’s board of educa-
tion Monday night. “We have 
to make sure that our staff and 
community are informed. And 
we have to ensure that we have 
and analyze our enrollment pro-
jections, so that we understand 
some of the ‘why’ as far as what 
we are doing.”

Guttenberg said the referen-
dum is part of the district’s long-
range facility planning, which 
dates back to 2010. WCSD res-
idents were presented two ref-
erendum questions at that time 
– one to authorize an expan-
sion and renovations at the high 
school, and another for an ele-
mentary school.

Voters approved the high-
school expansion, but not the 
K-6 referendum.

“And when we vetted that 
out with the community as far 
as what was occurring, as far as 
why there wasn’t support with 
moving that part of the proj-
ect forward, it really was hinged 
on wanting to see a long-range 
master plan for the district. So 
from that,” Guttenberg said, “we 
took a very concerted effort to 
look at our growth and look at 
all of our options.”

School officials spent the 

School district plans 
for 2022 referendum 

By Roberta Baumann

tribnews@hngnews.com

The Village of Waunakee and 
Town of Springfield are closer 
to updating their intergovern-
mental agreement on land use. 
After Springfield’s plan commis-
sion recommended approval of 
the updated intergovernmental 
agreement, the Waunakee Plan 
Commission followed suit at 
their meeting Monday. The pre-
vious agreement had expired in 
2016.

The new agreement shows 
an effort “to promote continued 
intergovernmental cooperation 
with the Town, joint planning, 
and the preservation farmland 
and natural areas in the town,” 
according to a staff memo to the 
commission.

It shows an area for future 
growth west of Hellenbrand and 
south of Kopp Road, labeled 
Community Residential.

It also creates a new sec-
tion labeled Rural Neighbor-
hood area where rural residen-
tial development is allowed. 
The agreement seeks to pro-
tect the town’s rural agricultural 
character within Waunakee’s 

extraterritorial jurisdiction by 
minimizing the visual impact of 
rural residential development 
along Hwy. 19 “via techniques 
like thoughtful placement with 
respect to existing vegetation 
and/or topographic changes, 
setbacks, and/or the planting of 
new vegetation or berming.”

The agreement also requires 
the village and town to meet 
periodically to discuss land use 
and transportation-planning 
issues.

The intent is to have both the 
town and village board adopt 
the policy jointly in the near 
future, said Tim Semmann, 
Waunakee community develop-
ment director.

Other news:

Also at Monday’s meeting, 
commission:

-heard little feedback during 
a public hearing on a condi-
tional use permit to allow a 
home-based matting and fram-
ing business at 304 W. Ver-
leen Avenue. After approv-
ing hours of operation from 
8 a.m. — 8 p.m., the commission 
approved the permit.

Land-use agreement 
in the works for 

Waunakee, Springfield

KICKER

By Roberta Baumann

tribnews@hngnews.com

As Department of Admin-
istration Secretary Joel Bren-
nan toured businesses receiv-
ing COVID-19 economic recov-
ery funds this week, one stop 
was in Waunakee.

Along with visits to Lone 
Girl Brewing and Octopi, Bren-
nan made his way to Rex’s 
Innkeeper while the Wauna-
kee Rotary Club met Thurs-
day, where he talked about how 
Wisconsin is using federal pan-
demic relief dollars.

The CARES Act was the 
first infusion of recovery funds 

provided during the Trump 
administration, Brennan said. 
About half of the $2 billion 
CARES funds went to the pan-
demic health response for test-
ing, contract tracing and set-
ting up facilities in the state. 
The other $1 billion went to 
economic recovery for indus-
tries most affected – hotels, 
lodging and some nonprofits.

The spending formula is 
somewhat different American 
Rescue Plan Act or ARPA, the 
next provision of federal funds. 
Brennan stressed that local, 
state and federal officials have 
no “playbook” for how to spend 
the money.

“We were here at every kind 
of level navigating along,” he 
said.

With the $2.5 billion ARPA 
fund, the plan is to use about 

80 percent for economic recov-
ery and 20 percent toward the 
public health response.

“So we’re really trying to 
make sure that the resources… 

DOA secretary Joel Brennan tours 
Waunakee businesses

 Æ Octopi, Lone Girl, Rex’s 
among the stops

COVID RESPONSE FUNDS

Roberta Baumann

Members of Cross Lutheran Church take their seats for the first service in the new facility in Westport Sunday. 
Pastor Joel Brandt and the congregation cut the ribbon on Oct. 10.

A home of their own

Pastor Joel Brandt with Ann Becker, who led the 
fundraising committee, are ready for the first 
service at Cross Lutheran Church in Westport.

The congregation files in after cutting the ribbon to 
Cross Lutheran Church Sunday.

Brennan
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