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SUN PRAIRIE STAR

By Chris Mertes 

spedit@hngnews.com

Speaking to members of the Sun Prai-

rie Democratic Action Team on July 9 in 

Smith’s Crossing’s Thoreau Park, Wisconsin 

Gov. Tony Evers pledged to double his pre-

vious margin of victory as governor — 1.1% 

— to 2.2% in November when he defeats his 

Republican challenger.

The governor paid special tribute to Sun 

Prairie 46th Assembly Rep. Gary Hebl, who 

introduced the governor during his remarks 

at the picnic.

“A round of applause for Gary, what a 

great public servant and a great friend,” 

Evers said. “You know, you’re always there, 

Gary. You’re always there. And we’re going to 

miss you, but I know there’s a whole bunch 

of good people running for your office.”

Evers outlined what he plans to do during 

his campaign this fall after the Aug. 9 pri-

mary, when his opponent will be chosen 

from among Republicans Tim Ramthun, 

Rebecca Kleefisch or Tim Michels.

By Chris Mertes 

spedit@hngnews.com

Just two individuals dialed 

into the Wednesday July 6 

Zoom public informational 

meeting for roadway safety 

improvements planned for 

2023 as part of cost-sharing 

agreement between the City 

of Sun Prairie and the Wis-

consin Department of Trans-

portation.

Three signalized intersec-

tions on South Grand Avenue 

— with Blue Heron, Brooks 

Drive/Hoepker Road, and 

Prairie Lakes Drive — will 

receive upgrades and expe-

rience partial lane closures 

when retro-reflective plates 

that are yellow in color are 

installed behind the signals 

there to improve visibility.

The intersection of Lin-

nerud and South Bird will 

receive two pedestrian refuge 

islands to be constructed in 

Bird Street north of Linnerud 

and one south of Linnerud.

Other traffic signal and 

lane improvements are 

being planned at West Main 

and Walker Way and West 

Main and Bird. Represen-

tatives from KL Engineer-

ing — who are administer-

ing the design contract for 

WisDOT — said that minimal 

By Chris Mertes 

spedit@hngnews.com

Remembering Cory 
Barr was on the minds of 
every speaker who stood 
behind the podium inside 
Fire Station #1 on Sun-
day, July 10, to remember 
what happened four years 
ago in Downtown Sun 
Prairie.

That’s the night Sun 
Prairie Fire Capt. Cory 
Barr died following a nat-
ural gas explosion that 
leveled several build-
ings, displaced residents, 
dislocated businesses, 
injured Sun Prairie Police 
Sgt. (now Lt.) Ray Thom-
son and firefighter Ryan 
Welch, and took Barr’s 
life.

But as Sun Prairie 
Fire Chief and Acting 
Emergency Medical Ser-
vice Chief Chris Garri-
son reminded most of the 
crowd gathered inside 
Fire Station 1, firefight-
ers succeeded in evacuat-
ing everyone before the 

explosion occurred.
“Our soldiers, they 

got everybody out and 
they were selfless. They 
worked that day and 
everybody knew what 
could happen that day. 
But they still worked 
unselfishly,” Garrison said.

“Half of the buildings 
on the block had high lev-
els of natural gas in them. 
And it could have been 
any building and taking 
any carnage but it chose 
the one here on Bris-
tol and Main,” the chief 
added. “It’s a hard day.”

Mayor Paul Esser 
recalled the people who 
were displaced and their 
homes lost because of the 
explosion, but said that 
was nothing to the sacri-
fice of the Barr family.

“But the people that 
lost the most that eve-
ning — and it’s where I 
always come back to every 
time we do this is Cory’s 
wife, Abby, and his two 

By Jeromey Hodsdon

jhodsdon@hngnews.com

The United States District Court for 
the Western District of Wisconsin rejected 
Sun Prairie families’ claims against the 
Sun Prairie Area School District on July 
1 for the controversial slave assignment 
that was given to sixth grade students at 
Patrick Marsh Middle School on Feb. 1, 
2021.

Chief U.S. District Judge James D. 
Peterson signed off on the decision after 
summary judgment took place last week. 
The school district moved for summary 
judgment for the court to make a deci-
sion without having to go to trial. The 
court opinion stated, “the quiz was offen-
sive and insensitive, but it did not violate 
the Fourteenth Amendment, the Estab-
lishment Clause of the First Amendment, 
or federal anti-discrimination law. There 
is no basis to hold the school district lia-
ble under federal law for its handling of 
the incident.”

Three Patrick Marsh social stud-
ies teachers assigned electronic learn-
ing materials on ancient Mesopotamia 
and Hammurabi’s Code on Feb. 1. That 
day marked the first day of Black His-
tory Month, and the slides assigned fea-
tured prominent black leaders like Rosa 
Parks and Martin Luther King Jr. in addi-
tion to ancient Mesopotamia material. 
One particular question asked students 
to apply Hammurabi’s Code, a Mesopota-
mian King’s laws, to three scenarios. One 
of those scenarios stated: “A slave stands 
before you. This slave has disrespected 
his master by telling him ‘You are not my 
master!’ How will you punish this slave?”

The correct answer was “put to death.”
Sixth-grader Zavion Ervins was upset 

and emailed his teacher about it and 
brought it to the attention of his mother, 
Dazarrea, who eventually filed a lawsuit 
against the school district along with Pris-
cilla Jones, mother of student George 
Brockman.

The school district said that the assign-
ment was not a part of the district’s cur-
riculum and the three teachers had 
adopted them to their Mesopotamia cur-
riculum and had been used the prior two 
years. The court noted that it is unclear 
from the record who actually created the 
Mesopotamia materials. All three teachers 

Court rejects 
families’ claims 

over Patrick Marsh 
slavery assignment

TRAFFIC SAFETY

City of Sun Prairie 2023 road safety improvements outlined

City of Sun Prairie
The schedule for the road safety improvements in the City of Sun 
Prairie began with last Wednesday’s public meeting and will con-
clude when construction occurs in 2023.

See CLAIMS,  Page A3See SAFETY,  Page A2

Sun Prairie 
ceremony marks 
fourth explosion 

anniversary

Chris Mertes 
Cory Barr’s widow, Abby, spoke while one of her daughters looked up at her 
during the July 10, 2022 ceremony held in Sun Prairie Fire Station #1 at 135 
N. Bristol St. Abby Barr said she deals every day — as she has for the past 
four years — with grief and loss because of the explosion that killed Sun 
Prairie Fire Capt. Cory Barr on July 10, 2018. See CEREMONY,  Page A3

Governor makes campaign stop 
at Sun Prairie’s Thoreau Park

Also pledged to talk with WisDOT 
officials about Westmount-

Highway-19 intersection

Chris Mertes 
Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers talked with District 4 Alder David Virgell, former alder Al 
Guyant and District 3 Alder Mike Jacobs about the Westmound-Highway 19 inter-
section during Evers’ campaign stop at Thoreau Park in Sun Prairie’s Smith’s Cross-
ing neighborhood.See EVERS,  Page A2


