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Two citizen applications to serve 
on Monona city committees were dis-
missed last week amid a push for 
more diversity among city leaders.

In a 2-4 vote, city council members 
did not advance Monona residents 
Sam Bohrod and Teresa Adams to the 
public works committee and library 
board, respectively, according to City 
Administrator Bryan Gadow.

The vote came on the tails of dis-
cussions among city offi cials on 
whether or not the city’s committees 
are diverse enough.

“The last several appointments 
we’ve made have not shown an effort 
to diversify our committees, and I 
haven’t seen any evidence that we’ve 
gone out of our way to recruit peo-
ple of color or different backgrounds,” 
Alder Jennifer Kuhr said Sept. 7.
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Developers are making progress 
in Monona on plans for a $19 million 
affordable housing complex suggested 
for construction at 1208 E. Broadway, 
after returning to the city’s plan com-
mission Oct. 11 for the second time in 
four weeks.

The plan includes a four-story 63-unit 
apartment complex and two six-unit 

townhouse buildings.
Representatives from NorthPointe 

Development and DreamLane Real 
Estate fi rst brought the proposal to the 
city’s plan commission on Sept. 13, but 
the plans were met with mixed reac-
tions.

On Sept. 23, Dane County awarded 
the project $1.2 million from its afford-
able housing development fund. On Oct. 
11, developers returned to Monona’s 
plan commission with updates to the 

proposal.
“We really appreciated the discus-

sion last time. We heard a lot of com-
ments from the commission,” said Sean 
O’Brien, a developer at NorthPointe. 
“We’ve taken all those comments to 
heart and really tried to incorporate that 
into the plan.”

Changes to the plan include moving 
storm water basins closer to the lot line, 
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The village of Cottage 
Grove will use dollars from 
the American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) to fund water 
and sewage projects over 
the next two years.

Cottage Grove public 
works committee members 
voted Oct. 5 to use a com-
bined $760,000 in ARPA 
funds to pay for a new 
sanitary sewer intercep-
tor near the former Farm 
Golf Course, as well as the 
dredging and reshaping of 
Thaden Pond, a stormwa-
ter treatment pond.

Although ARPA, a fed-
eral pot of roughly $1.9 tril-
lion, is meant to facilitate a 
country-wide bounce back 
from the economic dam-
ages of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Cottage Grove Pub-
lic Works Director JJ Lar-
son said ARPA funds used 
specifi cally for sewer and 
water infrastructure are 
not required to be tied to 
pandemic related issues.

Installation of a new 
sewer interceptor along 
Vilas Road, at the site of 
what used to be The Farm 
Golf Course but is now 
leased to Door Creek Golf 
Course, has been a long 
time coming, Larson said.

An interceptor is a 
major part of the sewage 
line that receives wastewa-
ter fl ow and helps carry it 
to the treatment facility, 
according to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

Committee members 
said placing a sewer inter-
ceptor near the golf course 
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The village of McFarland is sup-
porting an affordable housing devel-
opment proposed in the village, by 
partially waiving village fees to make 
the project fi nancially possible for the 
building’s developer.  

Northpointe Development of Osh-
kosh is working to construct a 49-unit 
affordable housing development, 
called Prairie Pointe, at the corner of 
Holscher Road and Broadhead Street. 
The development would rent at sev-
eral different percentages of the Dane 
County median income, to reach peo-
ple of varying economic backgrounds. 

The developer is envisioning build-
ing two smaller townhouse buildings, 
each with six units for families, and 
a 37-unit three-story building, with 
housing specifi cally for seniors. 

The McFarland Plan Commis-
sion approved a conditional use per-
mit and site design of the project in 
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Discussions among city of-
fi cials continue on whether 
or not the city’s committees 

are diverse enough.

Madeline Westberg
The Monona, Cottage Grove and McFarland fi re departments held open houses between Oct. 3 and 
Oct. 9 in honor of Fire Prevention Week. Above: Children practice with the fi re hose in Monona. Center: 
Cottage Grove Fire opens its emergency services building for tours. Below: Children practice with fi re 
extinguishers. 
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