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More than 250 parents and commu-
nity members in McFarland are oppos-
ing the McFarland School Board’s recent 
decision to allow vaccinated high school 
students and staff to stop wearing masks 
at school.

A group of McFarland parents 

recently crafted a letter on Nov. 20 to 
share with the school district adminis-
trators and school board members. As 
of Nov. 22, 279 parents and community 
members had signed the letter.

The McFarland School Board voted on 
Nov. 15 to allow McFarland High School 
students and staff who are vaccinated to 
forgo masks at school after Nov. 29, in 
light of the Dane County mask mandate 

expiring next weekend. Administrators 
said they likely

The letter written by parents cites 
concerns over student safety, broader 
community health, the commitment to 
recommended mitigation strategies and 
high local case numbers.

“Throughout the pandemic, the 
goal of the McFarland School District 
has been to keep children safe while 

conducting as much in-person learning 
as possible,” the letter reads. “The deci-
sion... will not help facilitate this goal.”

“Removing masks will increase the 
number of illnesses and quarantines our 
children and families have to endure. 
Quarantines lead to learning loss and 
instability in children’s schedules,” the 

Local parents oppose school board masking decision 
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Face mask requirements across 
McFarland School District will change in 
the coming weeks and months following 
a Nov. 15 vote from the school board.

Effective Nov. 29, students and staff 
at McFarland High School who are fully 

vaccinated against COVID-19 will no lon-
ger be required to wear masks in school, 
but instead will be “encouraged” and 
“highly recommended” to wear a mask, 
Interim Superintendent Wayne Ander-
son said.

Unvaccinated staff and students will 
still be required to wear masks in McFar-
land schools.

Despite the change in masking 

protocol for high schoolers this month, 
Anderson said all staff and students in 
grades four to 12 will still be required 
to wear masks on school buses and 
other school owned vehicles, as per U.S. 
Department of Transportation require-
ments.

In all, 27 community members con-
tributed mask-related public comments 
to the board at its Nov. 15 meeting, with 

19 asking for a continuation of universal 
masking and eight in support of making 
masks optional.

The change in protocol will coin-
cide with the expiration of Public Health 
Madison & Dane County’s (PHMDC) 
mask mandate, after it announced early 
this month that it does not plan to 

McFarland High School’s mask requirements   
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The Wisconsin Department of Trans-
portation (WisDOT) is seeking input on 
an 18.1 mile reconstruction of Highway 
51 through McFarland and Stoughton.

WisDOT Project Manager David 
Schmidt presented on the project at a 
public meeting in McFarland Nov. 18, 
encouraging residents to contact Wis-
DOT with feedback on proposed changes 
to intersections at Siggelkow Road and 
Tower Road.

Schmidt said there are two design 
options in consideration for the inter-
change ramps from Siggelkow Road onto 
Highway 51.

The fi rst design would include traffi c 
signals at both interchange ramps, sin-
gle thru lanes in each direction on Sig-
gelkow Road and left turn lanes between 
the intersections under the Highway 51 
bridges. 

The second option would add round-
abouts at both interchange ramps.

Feedback sought on                
Highway 51 reconstruction
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Cottage Grove’s fi rst hotel cele-
brated a grand opening on Thursday, 
Nov. 18.

The new hotel, located at 1607 
Landmark Drive, was developed by 
Greywolf Partners, Inc., and was con-
structed by Consolidated Construction 
Co. Inc., of Appleton Wisconsin.

Comfort 
Suites hotel 

open
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The annual Holiday Bizarre craft and vendor show was held on Saturday, Nov. 20 at the 
Monona Senior Center. For more photos, see page B5.


