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The Lake Mills City 
Council last week 
approved two of three 
pieces of the 2023 budget, 
setting a 3.7% increase in 
city property taxes for 
next year.

The general fund 
operating budget, which 
governs day-to-day 
spending on city ser-
vices and employees, 

and the capital budget, 
which spells out invest-
ments in city infrastruc-
ture and equipment were 
approved unanimously 
at the council’s Nov. 15 
meeting.

Lake Mills residents 
will see a city property 

tax rate of $8.33 per 
$1,000 of home value in 
2023, up from $8.03 per 
$1,000 this year. The aver-
age Lake Mills home, 
valued at $236,000, can 
expect to pay $1,967 for 
the city’s share of their 
taxes—an increase of 

about $65 from 2022.
Most of the increase 

comes from a bump in 
projected debt payments 
in the coming year. The 
city plans to pay about 
$2.1 million in debt ser-
vice in 2023, a 6.4% 
increase over 2022. Lev-
ied taxes for city oper-
ations increase by only 
about 2.4%.

The operating bud-
get’s most significant 

change from 2022 is the 
inclusion of a full-time 
building inspector/zon-
ing administrator posi-
tion. Historically, the city 
has used private contrac-
tors for those services.

Among other changes 
are a 3% pay increase for 
city employees and a 48% 
increase in funding for 
EMS services.

Levy rates to increase as budget process nears close
Lake Mills residents can expect to 
see a 3.7% increase in their 2023 

city property taxes.
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Residents who were not 
randomly selected to take a 
survey on possible food service 
at Lake Mills’ Sandy Beach can 
now take the survey online at 
the city’s website.

The survey will be available 
until Thursday, Dec. 1, or until 
an additional 546 responses 
are recorded, City Manager 
Drake Daily said. It can be 
found at ci.lake-mills.wi.us.

The City Council voted at 
its Nov. 15 meeting to post the 
survey for the public, making it 
available to residents who had 
not been not selected in an ini-
tial random sampling of the 
community. The decision fol-
lowed concerns from commu-
nity members that their input 

would not be heard on the mat-
ter.

Council members urged 
anyone who has already taken 
the survey through the random 
sampling not to take it again.

Lake Mills contracted in 
August with the UW-River Falls 
Survey Research Center to 
design and distribute the sur-
vey. The SRC purchased, from a 
broker, a list of email addresses 
for residents of the City of Lake 
Mills and the Towns of Lake 
Mills, Aztalan and Milford, 
then sent the survey to a ran-
dom sample of that list.

“The survey would be 
exactly the same,” Daily said. 
“Responses and data would be 
analyzed separately from the 
randomized sample, which 
would offer the city some abil-
ity to compare the results and 
see if there was any significant 
difference.”

The survey includes ques-
tions about how often res-
idents have visited Sandy 
Beach and used its food ser-
vice in the past. It also asks 
residents to rank their prefer-
ences for options such as con-
cession stands, food trucks, 

a small-scale restaurant or a 
casual restaurant.

The initial survey received 
325 responses. The city had 
contracted for the SRC to 
process results from 371 
responses, and to pay an addi-
tional $2 for each response 
after that. The limit of 546 
responses to the publicly avail-
able survey represents a max-
imum of $1,000 in extra city 
spending.

Daily said he hoped to share 
the survey results with the 
council at its next meeting on 
Dec. 6.

Sandy 
Beach 
survey 

open to 
general 
public
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The Sand Bar, a restaurant that formerly served Sandy Beach visitors, was demolished in 2020 as the city 
makes new plans for the park.
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