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Vote expected  
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Sun Prairie District 2 Alder 
Theresa Stevens is proposing 
to allow the public back to city 
meetings after more than a year 
and a half of restrictions during 
the ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“We need to start moving in 
some direction of back to nor-
mal. I really believe we need 
to find a way to come back 
together as a community and 
the community deserves to have 
access to us,” Stevens said at the 
Oct. 12 Committee of the Whole.

While the public can attend 
meetings virtually, Stevens said 
people have commented to her 
that they were confused about 
using Survey Monkey to sub-
mit comments and others have 

reported being skipped over and 
not allowed to talk during vir-
tual meetings.

Organizers and other groups 
that use city meeting space 
also contacted Stevens about 
availability as the weather gets 
colder and they can’t meet out-
side. Stevens also pointed to 
Sun Prairie School Board that 
started in-person meetings in 
October and had more than 160 
people attend the school dis-
trict’s annual meeting.

The in-person attendance 
issue comes as the city coun-
cil starts its 2022 budget discus-
sion with a virtual budget public 
hearing set for Nov. 10. Alders 
have the option to attend the 
meetings in-person or virtually.

But other alders expressed 
caution in allowing the public 
back with the more contagious 
delta variant present in Wis-
consin. There’s also uncertainty 
on how the city would handle 
logistics of letting people back 
in with some alders suggesting 
a sergeant-at-arms be posted at 

Alders to vote on  
public’s presence at 

city meetings
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As temperatures continue to 
fall with the approaching win-
ter, most will likely feel the chill 
not only in the air but in their 
monthly budgets, as well, with 
higher home heating costs.

Assuming normal winter 
weather, MGE is forecasting a 
$25 to $35 increase in monthly 
heating bills compared to last 
year, according to Steve Schultz, 
MGE’s corporate communica-
tions manager. Schultz noted 
that MGE does not “mark up” 
the price of gas, but charges cus-
tomers the same price the util-
ity pays.

Schultz noted that natural 
gas prices have doubled from 
last year and are the highest in 
more than a decade.

Demand is outpacing sup-
ply, Schultz said. The past sum-
mer’s hot weather drove up air 
conditioning usage and energy 
demand. As a result, storage of 
natural gas nationally is cur-
rently about 5% below inventory 
levels compared to a five-year 
average, Schultz said.

With prices 
up worldwide, 
U.S. exports of 
liquified nat-
ural gas have 
increased, con-
tributing to 
higher prices 
in the United 
States.

But, Schultz 
said, MGE expects a full supply 
of storage throughout the win-
ter, Schultz said. MGE tries to 
protect consumers from price 
spikes during times of high 
demand by purchasing and stor-
ing gas when prices are typically 
lower, and by buying natural gas 
from a variety of suppliers with 
varying contract terms, Schultz 
added.

To reduce the usage, MGE 
advises customers to lower ther-
mostats at night or when they 
are not home and to be sure fur-
nace filters are clean. They also 
recommend having a profes-
sional tune up furnaces every 
other year.

Customers can also save 
energy by sealing around the 

As temperatures fall, 
MGE forecast calls for 

high heating costs
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Sun Prairie High School stu-
dents joined state officials like 
Lt. Gov. Mandela Barnes last 
week for the launch of a new 
safe driving program.

The Wisconsin Department 
of Transportation on Friday, 
Oct. 15 debuted the Buckle Up 
Phone Down campaign, a pub-
lic awareness effort encourag-
ing drivers to wear their seat 
belts and avoid phone use in 
the car.

The campaign kicked off 
outside Sun Prairie High 
School, with speeches from 
Sun Prairie High School stu-
dent Ean Ackley, Barnes, 
Wisconsin State Patrol 

Superintendent Tony Burrell, 
and other state officials. State 
46th Assembly Rep. Gary Hebl 
and Senator Melissa Agard 
were also present.

“We’re lucky to have a great 
drivers ed. program right here 
on our campus, to help train 
the next generation of drivers 
in Sun Prairie. That’s why the 
school is looking forward to 
this new opportunity, to part-
ner with the state of Wisconsin 
on a brand new campaign that 
encourages safe driving to peo-
ple of all ages,” Ackley said.

“Being a safe driver starts 
at the high school level when 
many people get their license, 
and the driving habits that you 
or your friends develop now 
can stay with you for a life-
time,” Barnes said, addressing 

the Sun Prairie High School 
students present. “And these 
are two that very well may save 
your lives.”

State leaders are asking that 
Wisconsin drivers make an 
effort to wear their seat belts, 
and put phones away while 
driving.

“Every trip, every time,” 
Barnes said.

“The health and safety of 
people all across the state is 
our top priority, but unfortu-
nately we know that...we have 
a problem,” said Barnes.

Barnes said that 593 people 
died in motor vehicle crashes 
in Wisconsin in 2020, and 177 
of those deaths involved driv-
ers or passengers who were 

Sun Prairie students help kick off state 
safe driving campaign
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A year-long effort to reset Dane County’s 
supervisory districts using a new, nonpartisan 
process, has wrapped up with the 
selection of a final map.

The Dane County Board of 
Supervisors on Oct. 14 voted 32-2 
to accept a map recently recom-
mended by its executive commit-
tee.

Supervisors Jeremy Levin, of 
District 10 in Madison, and Jeff 
Weigand, of District 20 in the 
Marshall area, dissented.

Three supervisors – Sheila Stubbs, Tim Rock-
well and Steven Peters — were absent.

The executive committee had considered 

three maps sent to it by the county’s Redistrict-
ing Commission that had met since last year. The 
maps were labeled “C,” “G” and “A.”

On Oct. 6, the executive committee recom-
mended adopting map “C”.

Over the next couple of weeks, county staff 
may make minor changes to reconcile boundary 
lines on map “C” with existing municipal voting 
ward lines. The county board will then take one 
last vote in November.

The goal is to have the map set before Dec. 
1, when candidates can take out papers for the 
April 2022 county board election.

A similar map reset is happening in cit-
ies, towns, villages, school districts and coun-
ties across the state, as well as in the state leg-
islature, based on population shifts revealed by 
the 2020 Census. The process is relatively simple 
in small municipalities and school districts that 
elect board members at large, growing progres-
sively complicated based on the size of the area 
under consideration.

One former Madison Common Council 

DANE COUNTY

Board of Supervisors picks new 
supervisory district map

No county board members were 
allowed to sit on the commission, to 

keep it non-partisan.

Dane County
Supervisors chose Option C as their preference for the new county supervisory district map.

Jeff Weigand 
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