
MCFARLAND
Photos of the Biergarten at Mc-

Daniel Park •B5

MONONA
Monona Fire to receive new 

equipment • B6

Thursday, September 23, 2021  133 Years – No. 44 — $1.50
www.herald-independent.com 

www.mcfarlandthistle.com

McFarland � stle
 Herald-Independent

and 

By Lucy Ripp

lripp@hngnews.com

On the tails of a Sept. 19 announcement 
that Pfizer is seeking FDA approval of its 
COVID-19 vaccine for those age five to 11, the 
McFarland School District is in talks to host a 
vaccine clinic for the newly-eligible.

The idea to host an on-site vaccine clinic 
was brought to the district by McFarland 
School Board Member Kate Green.

“I was a little bit surprised by our vacci-
nation numbers that have been provided on 
the dashboard,” said Green. “I realize they 
might not be fully up to date, but it looks like 
we’ve got some work we could do to help get 
some more kids who are currently eligible for 

District       

considers           

vaccine         

clinics

By Lucy Ripp

lripp@hngnews.com

Consultants hired to conduct an equity 
audit in McFarland have revealed further 
details on some areas of the village they plan 
to study.

Dr. Rainey Briggs, who was hired by the 
village in June alongside fellow consultant 
Percy Brown Jr., said at a Sept. 14 Diversity 
Equity and Inclusion (DEI) subcommittee 
meeting that the duo will gather “quantita-
tive data” from nine main village categories.

Briggs said the purpose of an equity audit 
is to, “vet out whether the way that things 
are being done makes sense… and how we 
can approve or change things in a way that’s 
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The village of Cottage 
Grove has formed an offi-
cial library board, taking 
another small step toward 
exploring the construction 
of a library in the village.

The Cottage Grove Vil-
lage Board voted on Mon-
day, Sept. 20 to form the 
board, with board member 
Troy Allen and Village Pres-
ident John Williams dis-
senting.

The Library Planning 
Committee, an ad-hoc com-
mittee formed in 2019, 
has been researching the 
cost to operate and build 
a library, investigating tax 
impacts and fundraising 
opportunities, and looking 
at the potential next steps 
of the project.

The committee recom-
mended this summer form-
ing a library board, and 
conducting a financial fea-
sibility study with an out-
side consultant, to gauge 
the size of a capital cam-
paign the village could run, 
as next steps toward a pos-
sible library project. A 
financial study could cost 
around $20,000 commit-
tee members said, with out-
side organizations already 
pledging financial support.

Melissa Ratcliff, village 
board member and mem-
ber of the Library Planning 
Committee, said that form-
ing a library board is a nec-
essary step toward deciding 
whether to build a library 
in the village.

“We were able to get a 
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The Village of McFarland will break ground on a 
new public safety center this October. 

After the village selected a contractor for the proj-
ect in August, a groundbreaking date has been set for 
Oct. 4 at 5 p.m. at the site of the new building, at 6001 
Broadhead Street. 

Village president Carolyn Clow called selecting a 
construction firm the “culmination of the work that 
we’ve been doing for several years.” Clow said the vision 
for this process began around five years ago. 

The village voted in mid-August to hire J.P Cullen, 
a construction firm headquartered in Janesville, with 
locations in Madison and Milwaukee, to take on the 
project. 

The price of the project has increased again. J.P Cul-
len, the lowest bidder of the seven the village received 
since June, bid base construction at $18.7 million, esti-
mating a total project cost of $21.9 million. 

Village administrator Matt Schuenke said that the 
project cost in June was estimated at about $16.9 mil-
lion, and the village found itself with a $2.1m gap 
between estimates and bids that came in.

The village’s architectural and construction advisors 
told village board members on Aug. 16 that the price 

increase was due to the current economic variability in 
the construction industry. Several consultants said they 
didn’t expect prices to come down, or the village experi-
encing any benefit in delaying the project. 

Schuenke shared that there were around $275,000 
worth of cuts that potentially could be made to the 
cost, but board members said they didn’t believe that 
amount would make or break the project, and voted in 
favor of not cutting those items. 

The village is planning to construct a 60,000 square-
foot public safety center at Holscher Road and Broad-
head St. to house McFarland’s municipal, fire and police 

McFarland public safety center groundbreaking set
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Madeline Westberg
Runners gathered on Saturday, Sept. 18 at Winnequah Park to run or walk a 5K to benefit the 
Ann Ahearn Committment to Diversity and Inclusion Scholarship, which benefits students of 
color in the Monona Grove School District. Monona PD hosted the run.  More photos on Page A5.
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