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SUN PRAIRIE STAR

By Chris Mertes

spedit@hngnews.com

A two-vehicle crash Oct. 7 
involved a Sun Prairie Emer-
gency Medical Service ambu-
lance, according to a joint state-
ment issued Oct. 8 by Sun Prai-
rie’s emergency services.

At approximately 11:30 p.m., 
a Sun Prairie ambulance was 
struck from behind by a private-
ly-owned vehicle while traveling 
on Highway 151 near the inter-
section of North Bristol Street in 
the City of Sun Prairie.

Highway 151 was briefly 
closed while additional units 
from Sun Prairie EMS, Sun Prai-
rie Police Department, Sun Prai-
rie Fire Department, and Mad-
ison Fire Department assisted 
at the scene, according to the 
statement.

At the time of the crash, 
the ambulance was driving to 
a local hospital in non-emer-
gency status with a patient on 
board who was in stable con-
dition. The patient suffered no 
crash-related injuries and the 
patient’s condition remained 

stable.
The patient 

was transferred 
into another 
ambulance and 
transported to 
the hospital 
without further 
incident.

Both Sun 
Prairie para-

medics on the ambulance suf-
fered minor injuries in the 
crash. They were transported 
by ambulance to a local hospi-
tal for treatment and released a 
short time later.

The driver of the private-
ly-owned vehicle reportedly fled 
the scene and an active police 
investigation is ongoing.

Sun Prairie Police Sgt. Jason 
Lefeber said on Monday, Oct. 
11 that no new information was 
available in terms of locating or 
charging the driver of the vehi-
cle that struck the ambulance.

“I am grateful that our para-
medics were not badly injured 
and that they will return home 

Sun Prairie ambulance 
involved in  

hit-and-run crash
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Part of tour in Dane 
County

By Roberta Baumann

tribnews@hngnews.com

As Wisconsin’s Department 
of Administration Secretary 
Joel Brennan toured businesses 
receiving COVID-19 economic 
recovery funds, he talked about 
how Wisconsin is using federal 
pandemic relief dollars.

His comments were made 
during various stops in Dane 
County in nearby Waunakee 
Oct. 7.

The CARES Act was the first 
infusion of recovery funds pro-
vided during the Trump admin-
istration, Brennan said. About 
half of the $2 billion CARES 
funds went to the pandemic 
health response for testing, con-
tract tracing and setting up 
facilities in the state. The other 
$1 billion went to economic 
recovery for industries most 

affected – hotels, 
lodging and 
some nonprofits.

The spending 
formula is some-
what different 
American Res-
cue Plan Act or 
ARPA, the next 
provision of fed-
eral funds. Bren-

nan stressed that local, state 
and federal officials have no 
“playbook” for how to spend the 
money.

“We were here at every kind 
of level navigating along,” he 
said.

With the $2.5 billion ARPA 
fund, the plan is to use about 80 
percent for economic recovery 
and 20 percent toward the pub-
lic health response.

“So we’re really trying to 
make sure that the resources … 
are getting out to the commu-
nities around the state,” Bren-
nan said.

Brennan said he was visiting 
businesses the pandemic had 
most harmed and that would be 

DOA secretary speaks 
on federal pandemic 

relief dollars

COVID-19 RELIEF

The Dane County Board of 
Supervisors will hold a spe-
cial meeting to take public 
testimony on the proposed 
2022 Dane County budget on 
Wednesday, Oct. 20, at 6 p.m.

The meeting will be held 
virtually—information to reg-
ister and connect to the meet-
ing is available at the top of the 
agenda, which will be avail-
able at https://dane.legistar.
com/Calendar.aspx by Friday, 
Oct.15.

The public is invited to tes-
tify for or against items in the 
County Executive’s proposed 
budget.

The proposed budget 
can be found here: https://

admin.countyofdane.com/
documents/PDFs/Bud-
gets/2022/2022-County-Exec-
utive-Budget.pdf . Testimony is 
also welcome on any amend-
ments to that proposal.

“The budget is one of the 
most critical pieces of work the 
Board works on every year,” 
said County Board Supervi-
sor, and Personnel and Finance 
Committee Chair Patrick Miles 
(District 34).

“The budget hearing is one 
way residents can tell us about 
the services that are most 
important to them,” Miles 
added. “That will help inform 
our decisions and ensure the 
process produces a budget 

that reflects the 
county’s val-
ues.”

The pro-
posed 2022 
Dane County 
budget autho-
rizes a total of 
$747.8 million 
for combined 
operating and 

capital expenditures, financed 
by $462.8 million in outside 
revenues, existing resources, 
and borrowing; $68.2 million 
in sales tax; and $208.5 million 
in county tax levy funds. The 
proposed budget results in an 

County board schedules Wednesday,   
October 20 budget meeting
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OAKTOBERFEST

Brian Goff

See CRASH,  Page A3

Analiese 
Eicher

See BUDGET,  Page A3

Die Freistadt Alte 
Kameraden Band per-
formed on Sunday, 
Oct. 10 at Oaktober-
fest in the event cen-
ter at The Oaks Golf 
Course in the Town of 
Sun Prairie. In addition 
to many traditional 
German folk songs, 
the band also per-
formed some songs 
requiring participa-
tion from the audience 
(that had to be cued 
when to sing -- top 
photo).
Sun Prairie resident Al 
Klug (bottom photo), 
who performs on the 
trombone, is among 
the members of the 
band, which is based 
near Mequon and trav-
els nationally and 
internationally to per-
form its music.
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Joel Brennan

See ARPA,  Page A3


