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Businesses looking to locate, or stay long-term, in the rapidly 
growing Dane, Columbia, Jefferson and Dodge counties find all 
those things available.

The area is a short daily commute from Madison, the home of 
the University of Wisconsin, the State Capitol and Dane County 
Regional Airport. It’s about an hour by car from Milwaukee and 
less than three hours from Chicago – of-
fering the lure of big city lights without 
the traffic. 

The area sits at the juncture of two 
interstates, placed along major rail 
corridors and is near Great Lakes and 
Mississippi River shipping hubs.

Regional eco-
nomic data backs 
up what business 
owners in the 
area will tell you 
anecdotally: real 
estate, rent, taxes 
and other costs are 
a fraction of what 
they’d be in a larger 
urban center. 

Yet, Madison’s 
proximity matters. 

The Mad City, as it’s known informally, and its sur-
rounding area enjoy a historically low unemployment 
rate and booming industries, especially in medical 
care and biotechnology. Many attribute that to the 
presence of a strong University of Wisconsin in Madi-
son, campus components of the UW System in plac-
es like Whitewater and Platteville, and a booming 
Madison College that has campus locations in places 
including Fort Atkinson and Watertown. 

Area communities recognize the importance of 
maintaining historic downtowns and legacy industries, while at 
the same time working to attract businesses to grow and remain 
vital. 

Partnering with their local chambers of commerce and munic-
ipalities, businesses have ready access to economic development 
assistance. There’s help to be found at nearby state and county 
government offices and through organizations like the Madison 
Region Economic Partnership (MadREP) and Thrive Economic 
Development of Jefferson and Dodge Counties. All offer tested 
toolkits and staff whose job it is to help small and large business-
es and industries grow into the 21st Century.  

And in a small town, businesses contribute beyond daily com-
merce. They take pride in sponsoring festivals and other events, 
in opening their doors during holiday and other special events, 
and volunteering for everything from school boards to rural fire 
and EMS departments. 

Often, it’s the quality of life that draws new businesses to the 
area and keeps existing enterprises here. 

In our small towns, business owners and their employees find 
good schools for their children, 
affordable neighborhoods, 
quaint downtowns, vibrant arts 
scenes, history to explore and a 
rich sense of belonging in ev-
erything from taverns to shops 
where the owners know their 
customer names and buying 
preferences.

In non-work hours, the area 
offers abundant open spaces 
to play in and to appreciate. 
There are countless local, state 

and county parks, lakes and streams, remote creeks 
to paddle, trails, and a rural view of cropland that 
stretches to the horizon, tended by longtime farm 
families. 

And when local 
residents want to 
take in major arts 
events and other 
activities in a more 
urban setting, 
those opportuni-
ties are often just a 
short car ride away. 

Access, quality of 
life and affordabil-
ity. 

That’s what 
brings businesses to outlying Dane, Columbia, Jefferson and 
Dodge counties, and why business owners stay. 

Inside this feature section, readers will find a sampling of the 
businesses, commerce and organizations that make southern 
Wisconsin a great choice to call home.
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The South Central Wisconsin 
Business Spotlight publication was 
created prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Please check with your 
local businesses to verify their current 
services and hours of operation.


