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Limitations of current 
building noted

By Peter Lindblad

plindblad@hngnews.com

The search is on for a site to 
build a new station for the Lodi 
Area Fire Department.

Earlier in September, local 
officials were taken on a tour 
of the current building to show 
them the facility’s deficiencies.

Size is one of them.
“It’s a problem to try to fit 

something into this envelope 
right now,” said Nate Sievers, a 
member of fire department. He 
added that the current station is 
“very tight all the way around.”

Three municipalities are 
looking at the needs and site 
requirements for a new fire sta-
tion. The department serves the 
City of Lodi, the Town of Lodi 
and the Town of West Point. At 
the same time, the City of Lodi 

is also considering a combined 
public safety building with fire, 
EMS and police all under its 
roof.

The Lodi Common Council, 
after meeting in closed session 
on Tuesday, Sept. 21, approved 
going out to look for a new fire 
station location.

2019 Study
A 2019 study investigated 

fire department needs, and an 
ad hoc Site Selection Commit-
tee was created. The committee 
came up with recommendations 
based on the study, which con-
cluded that a new fire station 
was necessary, due to space con-
cerns and maintenance prob-
lems.

In a report to the three 
municipalities, the committee 
noted that a new site must be a 
minimum of 2 acres, and it must 
be outside of a 25-year flood 
zone. It also has to be within 
current Insurance Services 

Options for new 
Lodi Area Fire                      

Department facility 
being considered

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

By Adam Lindemer

alindemer@hngnews.com

At the Oct. 5 meeting of the 
Lodi Parks Committee, discus-
sions were had on updating 
Doctors Park and Kohn Park.

The update to Doctors Park, 
on the corner of Main Street and 
Highway 113 coming into town 
from the north, will include a 
kiosk informing the public of 
where the Ice Age Trail leads in 
the area. According to commit-
tee member Luke Kloberdanz, 
the kiosk structure would cost 
about $6,300 — with that price 
guaranteed for only 90 days.

Because the park sits along 
a state highway, member Rich 
Stevenson said that approval for 
such a kiosk might have to come 
from the state.

Currently the committee is 
still figuring out where the kiosk 
should go, with initial plans 
to have it at the bottom of the 
slope, not near the highway.

The committee recom-
mended to first contact the 
Department of Transporta-
tion to see how close a kiosk/
sign can be to the road. If it’s far 
enough away, the DOT may have 
no opinion on the matter.

If future projects are to be 

scheduled for the park, like dig-
ging up the slope to add rocks, 
Kloberdanz suggests reaching 
out to the National Parks Con-
servation Association because it 
would involve moving dirt along 
a corridor to the Ice Age Trail — 
a national scenic trail.

For the kiosk though, a 
$2,000 grant from WPPI will be 
available on Jan. 1, and the Lodi 
Valley chapter of the Ice Age 
Trail Alliance will also donate 
$2,000 toward the project.

The committee is hopeful 
that the kiosk can be installed 
by spring, dependent on if the 
DOT needs to get involved or 
not.

The update to Kohn Park is a 
little more detailed.

Currently, the plot of land is 
on Highway 113, but adjacent to 
Goeres Park — on the other side 
of Spring Creek. The Committee 
approved a budget amendment 
to help with those updates.

Resident Charlie Luthen, 
who shares a property line with 
the park, is helping the com-
mittee with plans for the green 
space dedicated to conservation 
and preservation of native  
species.

“I want this in my backyard,” 

Talks continue to    
update two city parks

LODI PARKS COMMITTEE

By Adam Lindemer

alindemer@hngnews.com

With the average age of 
members within in Poynette 
Area Gardeners Association 
(PAGA) on the rise in recent 
years, the group has decided 
to purchase low mainte-
nance trees, plants, shrubs and 
grasses. The group is always 
looking for new members 

within younger generations to 
help out wherever and when-
ever they can.

The club wants to focus 
on two areas for next year — 
around the Public Works main-
tenance garage and the village’s 
rose garden.

Members Lyn Bryant and 
Rose Leckwee addressed the 
Park and Recreation Commis-
sion at its Oct. 6 meeting ask-
ing it for help in buying those 
new items to replace current 
ones that require a lot of main-
tenance.

PAGA cares for the plant-
ers downtown and other vari-
ous specified areas throughout 

the village.
Leckwee went through 

a brief slideshow, detailing 
exactly what plants the club 
would like to purchase for plat-
ing in 2022. It was noted that 
certain flower and plant beds 
have already been cleared out, 
with lilies removed from the 
rose garden.

Leckwee noted PAGA would 
like seven trees, shrubs and 
grasses for around the Pub-
lic Works garage — a Weep-
ing Norway Spruce, a Chamae-
cyparis Lemon Thread (False-
cyress), a Birds Nest Spruce, a 

Park and Rec Commission to fund new 
trees, plants to beautify village

 Æ Local gardeners                  
group wants to transition to 

low maintenance care

POYNETTE AREA GARDENERS ASSOCIATION

AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITY: LEARNING CPR

Contributed photo
Captain Desiree Heimbecker from Poynette-Dekorra EMS gave an important lesson on CPR to fifth and sixth 
grade students as part of the After School Activities Group at Poynette Area Public Library on Thursday, Oct. 
7. Poynette-Dekorra EMS is offering a free CPR class to community members at the fire station on Nov. 6 at 
9 a.m. and 11 a.m. The class is one hour. To reserve your spot email pdfdems@gmail.com.
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