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“It’s the most delicious fried chicken you will ever 
have; it’s super juicy and crispy and a great value for a 
family dinner,” Connaughty said.

For those craving something sweet to top off the meal, 
there are malts, shakes, floats, cakes and a case of pies 
with flavors that rotate throughout the season — caramel 
apple, cherry almond, sweet potato pecan, peanut butter 
silk and lemon chiffon — to just name a few.  

Whatever the time of the day, Connaughty said diners 
provide a welcoming spot to relax and enjoy good food.

“Diners are places that reflect the community they’re 
in,” she said. “People walk in and see someone they 
know and can sit down and have some good comfort 
food.”

SUPPING AT THE SUPPER CLUB
While other restaurants show an over eagerness to 

keep up with food trends, Toby’s Supper Club, Madison, 
has remained the same for more than 40 years. And, 
that’s just what customers want.

“I think we are so popular because we haven’t 
changed,” Chris Wilson, son of owner Roxanne Peterson. 
“It’s still the same menu and has the traditional sup-
per club atmosphere with the dark wood paneling, red 
candles and tablecloths”

Peterson runs the bar, having taken over the restaurant 
from her father. 

Both longtime regulars and young hipsters gather at 
the bar to sip cocktails and beers as they wait for a table. 

Once seated, expect a hearty, stomach-filling meal, 
starting off with a relish tray of carrots, green onion 
stalks and crunchy breadsticks. Toby’s is famous for its 
cod fish fry that’s offered all week long, complete with 
a gargantuan side of hash browns topped with a slice of 
Kraft cheese.

Wilson said it’s not unusual to serve 700 to 800 people 
on busy Fridays.

On Saturdays, there’s New York strip with sautéed 
mushrooms, and seafood specials of salmon, pike, 
shrimp, lake perch and lobster.

As people pack into the tiny restaurant, they gather 
around the bar ordering a specialty of the house — a 
key lime martini — or the supper club classic — an old-
fashion.

Wilson, who has been working at the restaurant since 
he was a kid, said he gets a kick out of the tradition of 
this landmark eating spot.

“I think people appreciate these restaurants, like 
Toby’s, because they are not chain restaurants and are 
unique and have their own character,” Wilson said. 
“They are just a place that people from every walk of life 
can come and relax and have a good meal.”

COMFORT FOOD ROAD TRIP 
Wisconsin is a great place to check out little-known 

taverns and mom and pop restaurants to get a good 
meal. Visit the Wisconsin Department of Tourism web-
site, www.travelwisconsin.com, to start planning an 
itinerary to explore dining options.


