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On Sunday morning, when the 

WaunaFest Parade makes its way down 
Main Street and eventually to Centen-
nial Park, the spotlight will be on one 
community organization dedicated to 
building resiliency and keeping youths 
healthy.
The WaunaFest committee has chosen 

the Waunakee Community Cares Coa-
lition (WCCC) as the 2022 WaunaFest 
Parade grand marshal. 
WCCC began in 2014, but this past 

year, it has taken root fully and expanded 
its outreach, thanks to a two-year drug-
free communities grant, allowing for the 
hire of its project coordinator, Michelle 
McGrath, and communications and 
social media specialist, Maddy Zaleski. 
WaunaFest coordinator Sheila Wei-

hert said WCCC has partnered with 
the WaunaFest committee to keep the 
festival safe, providing wristbands iden-
tifying those of legal drinking age and 
security at the beer tent. 

“You want people to understand the 
celebration is family focused,” Weihert 
said, adding WCCC has provided extra 
education and prevention to the festival’s 
existing measures such as bus transpor-

tation and participation in the Safe Rides 
program. 
With the addition of staff dedicated 

solely to WCCC, the nonprofit spent the 
past year engaging with the community 

at a higher level and getting involved 
with community events, McGrath said in 
an interview with the Tribune. 
That’s included the school community, 

where youth leaders have been chosen 
from their co-curricular clubs. Those 
young people – Manny Montoto, Jeremi-
ah Alfred, Sydney Tasker and Anisa Syed 
– will represent WCCC in the WaunaF-
est parade. All are Waunakee High 
School sophomores and juniors who 
were among 27 youths selected during 
a leadership development program by 
Tei Street when the motivational speaker 
visited this spring. 
Training to be student youth leaders, 

Montoto and his fellow students partici-
pated in games and discussions on drug 
prevention and leadership then spoke 
with eighth graders.
“The next day, we kind of performed 

those leadership games and skills as well 
as talking with the underclassmen of the 
eighth graders,” Montoto said. “It was a 
really cool experience, and I met some 
people… and it kind of made me want to 
come out more and be more of a leader 
than I already 

For this year’s WaunaFest parade, focus is on healthy youth
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WCCC: Michelle McGrath, Jeremiah Alfred, Manny Montoto and Maddy Zaleski will repre-
sent the Waunakee Community Cares Coalition in the WaunaFest Parade with two other 
Waunakee High School students, Sydney Tasker and Anisa Syed. (Roberta Baumann)
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