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Governor Tony Evers spoke 
with Columbia County Demo-
crats on July 1, gathering sup-
port for his re-election cam-
paign and bringing the prom-
ises and policies of his first 
term to the ground level of 

local businesses.
“We worked hard in the last 

three and a half years to do the 
right thing and I also believe 
that we’ve brought different 
values and ideas to the gover-
nor’s office than my predeces-
sor and that’s why I ran, and 
that’s why we won,” Evers told 
the packed campaign office 
in Portage across from the 
Columbia County Courthouse 
on DeWitt Street.

Among the several dozen 
attendees were staffers and 
volunteers wearing “Holy 
mackerel!” t-shirts, recently 
elected Portage Mayor Mitchel 
Craig, and several elected 

officials of the Lodi area.
Evers, arriving at the office 

late in the afternoon after 
stops at Craig’s Popcorn Cor-
ner and Tiny Homestead at 
the Mercantile in Portage, 
went down a checklist of cam-
paign goals achieved during 
his term as governor.

First on the list, Evers said, 
“We fixed the damn roads.” 
He highlighted 1,700 miles 
of roads and between 1,300 
and 1,400 bridges repaired, 
though he admitted that there 
were sections of Portage road 
where, “we’ve got a ways to 
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While Poynette contin-
ues to wait for Ehlers — the 
village’s financial planners 
— to complete its study on 
whether or not a Tax Incre-
mental Financing (TIF) dis-
trict is feasible for the vil-
lage, officials are discuss-
ing the boundaries of that 
potential TID (Tax Incre-
mental District).

Village Administrator 
Craig Malin presented such 
map to both the Plan Com-
mission and Village Board 
during recent meetings. The 
map was also drawn with 
the assistance of Village 
Planner Mark Roffers.

The creation of a TIF dis-
trict is being driven by the 
potential development of 
the West Ridge subdivi-
sion in the northwest por-
tion of the village. With res-
idential property as part of 
the potential TID, the new 
subdivision cannot make up 
more than 35% of the total 
acreage. But the entire TIF 
district also cannot be more 
than 12% of the village’s total 
value.

Malin and Roffers cre-
ated a snake-like TID, start-
ing with the large chunk of 
land for the subdivision and 
traveling east to include Poy-
nette Elementary School, the 
Poynette-Dekorra Fire/EMS 
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The recent Supreme 
Court decision overturn-
ing Roe v. Wade has drawn 
condemnation from physi-
cians and medical institu-
tions throughout the United 
States, with many speaking 
out against the intrusion of 
government on patient care.

In Wisconsin, a more 
than 170-year-old law now 
prohibits abortions, limiting 
the care physicians can offer, 
and in some case, putting 

patients’ lives at greater risk, 
doctors say.

“It’s just inappropriate to 
legislate medical care in this 
way,” said Dr. Eliza Bennett, 
an OB-GYN with UW Health. 
“And I think most of the 
medical community, nearly 
everyone would agree that 
having legislators or govern-
ment legislate specific proce-
dures is not appropriate and 
cannot get into the nuances 
of patient risk and what is 
going on in patients’ lives.”
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The Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation began gathering 
information from the public for a 
major highways project study at 
the end of June. Project leaders 
met with DeForest Windsor Area 
Chamber of Commerce mem-
bers at the Lake Windsor Coun-
try Club to outline the scope and 
steps of the study.

The study is part of a plan 
for repairs and reconstruction 
of Interstates 39, 90, and 94 in 
the four-county region of Dane, 
Columbia, Sauk and Juneau. The 
67-mile study goes from the US 
Hwy 12/18 Beltline south of Mad-
ison north to Dees Road/Hwys. 
12 and 16 near Lyndon Station 
and along I-39 in the Portage 
area.

The project team said pub-
lic engagement is an import-
ant aspect of the study. There 
are public informational meet-
ings planned for September 2022, 
May 2023, and October 2023 
before a June 2024 public hear-
ing on the draft version of the 
environmental impact statement.

In addition to meetings, the 
DOT has a major projects section 
on its web page with answers to 
frequently asked questions, and 
portals for making direct com-
ments on the issue.

The planners hope to form 
three advisory citizen commit-
tees. The first would include 

private citizens such as business 
owners and residents living near 
the project area. Another group 
will be local elected officials. The 
final group would bring in people 
like local engineers, community 
planners, and public works staff.

The project area is a backbone 
of Wisconsin’s interstate highway 
system. The 29 miles of concur-
rent interstate highway in Dane 
and Columbia counties is the 
longest stretch of its kind in the 
United States.

The route is the primary 
freight corridor in the state as 
23 percent of the vehicle count 
is truck traffic, carrying $106 bil-
lion in freight each year.

It connects Chicago, Minne-
apolis, Milwaukee, and Madi-
son and provides a connection to 
the tourism hub of the Wisconsin 
Dells area.

The Wisconsin River Bridges 
Project bisects the study over-
view. This section of interstate 
includes Wisconsin River cross-
ings near Portage and in the 
Town of Dekorra. Those bridges 
were built in 1961 during the ini-
tial interstate construction and 
they are nearing the end of their 
lifespan. Construction of the 
replacement bridges is slated for 
2024-2027. The position of the 
bridges will shift slightly as the 
state plans to keep Interstate 
traffic going in three lanes each 
way during the rebuild.

The state legislature has only 
enumerated funding for the 

study phase of the project. The 
project study plan is scheduled to 
be completed in 2024. Legislative 
debate and enumeration could 
come in 2025 and multiple years 
of work could begin in 2027-28.

The study collects information 
in a numbers of ways.

This is an environmental 
study to develop a preferred proj-
ect alternative that will address 
safety issues, aging infrastruc-
ture and existing and future traf-
fic volumes.

A number of factors are con-
tributing to the need for the proj-
ect.

The first is traffic count. The 
traffic counts range from 40,000 
cars per day at Lake Delton to 
108,000 north the Badger Inter-
change (where traffic splits 
between Milwaukee, Madison, 
and southbound toward Janes-
villle and beyond. The heavi-
est traffic counts occur on Fri-
days and Saturdays in the sum-
mer. Traffic counts taken in 2021 
show heavier usage than before 
the pandemic.

The next is the condition of 
the pavement. DOT project man-
ager Frank Pritzlaff described 
it woeful, saying the last major 
pavement project was between 
1985-1992.

The condition of the pavement 
and other issues are contributing 
to more traffic crashes and longer 
travel time.
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Governor Tony Evers, with Portage Mayor Mitchel Craig, left, greets individual 
attendees at an event at the Columbia County Democrats office in Portage on 
July 1, gathering support for his election and giving a boost to local candidates 
running for the state legislature in November.

The Interstate 39-90-94 corridor in this region is the backbone of Wisconsin’s freight hauling capacity. Traffic counts 
show truck traffic accounts for 23 percent of the vehicles.
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