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SUN PRAIRIE STAR

By Jennifer Fetterly

jfetterly@hngnews.com

The Sun Prairie City Coun-
cil will pick a redistricting map 
next Tuesday that will decide 
voter representation for the next 
decade.

Triggered by the 2020 Cen-
sus, maps are redrawn to 
account for population changes 
to ensure equal representation 
of residents in legislative bodies.

The city is expected to 

approve a plan revising election 
wards and city council districts 
by Nov. 5.

A public hearing on the six 
proposed plans will be held at 
7 p.m. at the Nov. 2 City Council 
meeting. The public can attend 
virtually and submit com-
ments to the city council. Pro-
posed redistricting maps and 
more information can be found 
at https://cityofsunprairie.
com/1418/Redistricting.

City Clerk Elena Hilby, who 
has overseen the redistricting 
plan process, emphasized the 
importance of public feedback, 
some of which was gathered by 
the Aldermanic Districts Task 
Force and a community survey 
earlier this year.

“These maps are determining 

our city resi-
dents’ represen-
tation for the 
next decade and 
they have the 
right to an open 
and transparent 
decision-making 
process and the 
right to a voice 
in the process,” 

Hilby said at the Oct. 19 Com-
mittee of the Whole.

Six redistricting plans are 
being proposed: red, yellow, 
green, blue, purple and pink.

“There is no correct way to 
draw these maps,” Hilby said. 
“There are pros and cons to any 
map,” Hilby told alders

Hilby said she proposed 
many redistricting plan options, 

so the city council could meet a 
tight deadline that was caused 
by the U.S. Census data delay.

The purple plan proposes an 
increase to eight aldermanic dis-
tricts-putting roughly the same 
amount of people in each dis-
trict. The remaining plans stay 
with the current four districts.

Another consideration in 
redrawing maps is prevent-
ing the dilution of the polit-
ical power of racial groups. 
Each plan shows the percent-
age of populations of White, 
Black, Hispanic, Asian, Ameri-
can Indian, Pacific Islander, and 
others.

The blue and green plan 
would keep current elected 
alders in their same district, 
something that Mayor Paul 

Esser said he favors to keep the 
continuity of representation.

But District 3 Alder Mike 
Jacobs disagreed with that logic.

“I think we should be cau-
tious about putting borders 
around elected officials because 
elected officials change every 
April. Voters are supposed to 
pick us and we aren’t supposed 
to pick them and that is the dan-
ger we run into when we talk 
about that,” Jacobs said at the 
Oct. 26 Committee of the Whole 
meeting.

The approved redistricting 
map will go into effect after the 
April 2022 spring elections.

The pink plan was redrawn 
to account for continued future 

Council set to vote on redistricting maps
Public hearing  

scheduled for Tuesday, 
November 2
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SUN PRAIRIE LIONS CONDUCT HIGHWAY CLEAN-UP

By Chris Mertes

spedit@hngnews.com

Sun Prairie Area School Dis-
trict taxpayers will see their 
lowest school-purpose mill 
rate in 12 years, but a slightly 
increased tax levy than electors 
approved at the annual elec-
tors meeting, thanks to action 
taken Oct. 25 by the Sun Prai-
rie School Board.

Acting on a recommenda-
tion from SPASD Director of 
Business & Finance Phil Frei, 
the board voted unanimously 
to authorize a general fund tax 
levy (general operations and 
prior year levy chargebacks) 
of $46,925,228, a debt service 
tax levy of $21.9 million and a 
community service tax levy of 
$814,000, for a total tax levy of 
$69,639,228.

Frei explained SPASD 

electors 
approved a 
tax levy of 
$69,274,324 at 
the Oct. 4, 2021 
Annual Meet-
ing. With the 
adoption of the 
2021-22 Original 
Budget, the tax 
levy increased 

to $69,639,228 because of a 
number of factors.

“The two primary fac-
tors are lower amounts than 
estimated for equalized aid 
($62,457) and lower reve-
nue for open enrollment 
($218,738),” Frei wrote in a 
memo to the board.

Major revenue adjustments 
since the Annual Meeting are:

• Revenue Limit Worksheet 

School-purpose mill 
rate lowest in 12 years

SUN PRAIRIE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET

By Chris Mertes

spedit@hngnews.com

A special Oct. 26 Sun Prairie 
City Council meeting resulted 
in approval of two items from 

the Sun Prairie 
Fire & Rescue 
Company that 
resulted in at 
least a savings 
of $150,000, 
according to 
Sun Prairie Fire 
Chief Chris Gar-
rison.

Alders autho-
rized Garrison to retain surplus 
funds from the 2020 budget 

 Æ Wisconsin Policy Forum: 
Fire, EMS reforms needed 

with help from state, regional 
entities

Alders approve fire department 
items at special meeting
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Chris Mertes
Members of the Sun Prairie Lions Club (and some spouses) cleaned a stretch of Highway 151 near the Lions 
Clubhouse in the Town of Bristol on Saturday, Oct. 23, including (top photo) Bill Nawrot, Gretta Borchardt-Wil-
son, Bill Clausius & Bob Birkholtz; and (bottom photo) Jim McCourt, Paul Addison, Scott Ellingboe, Jason Fen-
ske, Gary St. Louis, Bud Grover, Caroline McCourt and Mike Healy. The Lions clean the highway in the spring 
and in the fall each year as part of the Wisconsin Department of Transportation’s Adopt-A-Highway program.
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