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Celebrating 
DeForest 

FFA

Monday: Monthly Meeting at 6:30 pm in Mrs. Boettcher’s room (ice cream 
sundae bar), Drive Your Tractor to School, and school-wide petting zoo 
during lunch hours!

Tuesday: Agriculture Olympics during lunch hours

Wednesday: $1 Schoep’s Ice Cream during lunch hours for the ENTIRE 
school

Thursday:  Wear your FFA T-shirt, Cheese Carving Contest during lunch 
hours

Friday: FFA Day of Service- Members heading to Second-Harvest to help 
with the sorting of food! Tours of agriculture companies afterwards.

Back row left to right: Mr. Engel, Jamison Meier, Lauren Armstrong, Ian Manthe, 
Sydney Hensen, Sydni Mell, Whitney Weisensel, Mrs. Boettcher.  
Front row left to right: Katelyn Buchda, Rachel Moore and Taylor Baerwolf. 

2018-2019 FFA Facts
• In the last 20 years, the DeForest FFA Alumni has presented one-hundred and fifty-seven scholarships, totaling $84,000 for DeForest students seeking any type 

of further education, paid out more than $12,000 for the FFA Chapter dues (so students don’t have to pay),  donated $42,000 to the Agriculture classroom for the 
purchase of laptops and lab equipment and $20,000 towards the FFA van! 

• DeForest has 240 FFA members, 35 FFA Alumni members and 2 advisors
• Wisconsin Association of FFA is comprised of over 21,690 members and 255 chapters
• Today, there are 649,355 FFA members, aged 12-21, in 7,859 chapters in all 50 states, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

2018-19 Officers

February 2019 

National FFA Week Celebration  
February 21-March 3

DeForest FFA welcomes Mr. Engel

FFA Mission

FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students  
by developing their potential for premier leadership, 

personal growth, and career success through 
agricultural education.

Mr. Engel

May you live in interesting times, and how 
these days have been interesting! From filling 
the shoes of a community pillar to the many 
awards, honors, and events that the DeForest 
FFA members/teachers have been to this year. 
It gets to be a whirlwind of events and names, 
places and dates. Through all of this time, our 
new teacher, Mr. Engel, has done his best to 
follow in the footsteps of Dan Kvalheim.

 “I truly want to thank Dan and Lori 
Kvalheim for all that they have done for me 
during the past year in order to make me 
successful at DeForest High School. With 
Mrs. Boettchers’ and Dan’s support, I have felt 
confident during this school year,” says Mr. 
Engel.

Mr. Engel has come a long way to be here at DeForest with us. Originally from 
the small town of Larsen, Mr. Engel brings his passion for agriculture that his 
father instilled in him while working on his family’s dairy farm.  Since then, Engel 
has pursued his love of agriculture at the University of Wisconsin - River Falls 
where he met his now wife Alyssa. After graduation, he took his first teaching job 
at Tri-County Area High School in Plainfield, WI, when there he learned a new 
side to agriculture, the central sands of the state. Reminiscing, Mr. Engel reflects 
on his three years at Tri-County, “The community, students, and staff at Tri-County 
will always have a place in my heart. They have shown me the connection that 
an agriculture teacher can bring to a school. Forever, I will be grateful for the 
opportunities that I was provided at Tri-County.”

When seeing the DeForest position open up, Mr. Engel made the decision to 
start a new chapter in his life. “It was a big step, but one I was excited to make 
chock-full of new opportunities. I look forward to meeting you all and continue 
DeForest’s tradition of keeping agriculture education moving forward, making the 
agriculture department the best it can be.”

Apart from Mr. Engel’s arrival at DeForest, the 
agriculture education department had another great 
addition, Ms. Abbey Ryan, our first-semester student 
teacher. Hailing from the town of Dane, Ms. Ryan grew 
up on her family’s beef farm and attended Lodi High 
School. When in high school she was multifaceted 
in her interests ranging from the swim team to her 
leadership role in the Lodi FFA Chapter. After high 
school, Ryan attended the University of Wisconsin - 
Platteville and studied agricultural education. 

When asked to explain her thoughts on her student 
teaching experience Ms. Ryan stated, “ I am so blessed to have had DeForest FFA 
as a part of my journey to be an educator. Thank you to all the members and both 
advisors for helping me learn as much as I did. DeForest FFA will always hold a 
special place in my heart!”

Her guidance and persistence to the students in the agriculture department is 
an inspiration to everyone. Now graduated, Ms. Ryan looks forward to finding a 
teaching position in the area! The DeForest FFA wishes her the best in all of her 
future endeavors! 

“New” is DeForest FFA’s Word of 
the Year


