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by Seth Isaacson

ROCK ISLAND, ILL.—A 

significant pair of revolvers 
presented to Civil War general 
and 18th president Ulysses S. 
Grant sold May 13, 2022, at 
Rock Island Auction Company 
for a record $5.17 million 
during the company’s three-day 
May Premier Auction. Grant’s 
revolvers led the way in the 
$28.2 million auction, the second 
largest in the company’s history.

The magnificent, cased set of 
Remington New model army 
revolvers was estimated to sell for 
$1to $3 million. Bidding started 
at $800,000. Grant’s Remingtons 
soared past RIAC’s previous top 
seller, a garniture of six arms 
presented to Napoleon Bonaparte 
that realized $2.875 million in 
the company’s December 2021 
Premier Auction.

“We are seeing remarkable 
prices in the collectible firearms 
market, and this is a tremendous 
example,” RIAC President Kevin 
Hogan said. “It’s an honor to be 
the company that people come 
to with their elite and historic 
firearms; last year we sold 
Napoleon’s garniture, Alexander 
Hamilton’s Revolutionary War 
flintlock pistols, and John Wayne’s 
Colt single action army.”

Grant’s Remingtons, numbered 
1 and 2, are arguably the most 
significant firearms from the Civil 
War. The set is covered with the 
artistry of L.D. Nimschke, one of 
the most renowned 19th century 
master engravers. The pistols 
feature grips carved with Grant’s 
portrait and come nested in their 
original rosewood case with their 
full complement of accessories.

Grant’s Remingtons are being 
called an American treasure 
and drawing comparisons to 
President Abraham Lincoln’s 
gilt and engraved Henry rifle and 
President George Washington’s 
flintlock pistols. They were 
likely presented to Grant after he 
captured Vicksburg July 4, 1863, 
and thus secured the length of the 
Mississippi River for the Union.

Grant is one of the most 

Ulysses S. Grant’s Revolvers Bring $5.17M at Auction
The second-highest price ever paid for a collector firearm at auction

famous Americans of all time 
and certainly of the 19th century 
thanks to “Unconditional 
Surrender Grant’s” important 
victories during the Civil War 
that started with the capture of 
Fort Donelson and ended with 
General Robert E. Lee’s surrender 
to Grant at Appomattox. Grant’s 
historic role as President Abraham 
Lincoln’s hand-picked overall 
commander of the Union armies 
during the War established him 
as a national hero. Lincoln liked 
Grant as a commander because 
he was aggressive and got results 
whereas other generals were seen 
as too cautious or too reluctant to 
fully commit their forces when 
necessary to secure victory. 
After many called for Grant’s 
removal as commander of the 
Union Army of the Tennessee, 
Lincoln is famously reported to 

have remarked, “I can’t spare this 
man—he fights.” After the war, 
Grant was rewarded by becoming 
the first living “General of the 
Army;” his immense popularity 
propelled him to the White 
House as the 18th president. As 
president, Grant worked to bring 
the country back together while 
also struggling to protect the 
rights of freedmen and women in 
the South, including using federal 
military force to protect the rule 
of law. His autobiography, a true 
American classic, was completed 
in 1885 just before his death and 
published by his friend Mark 
Twain for the benefit of the Grant 
family. It helped solidify Grant’s 
enduring legacy as the hero 
who led the Union to victory. In 
it, he offers frank commentary 
on the Mexican-American War 
and American Civil War and 

defended his actions during the 
latter as necessary for victory 
and to ultimately reunite the 
country. He concluded that the 
Confederate cause was “one of 
the worst for which a people ever 
fought, and one for which there 
was the least excuse.” On the 
other hand, he also recognized 
his former adversaries truly 
believed in their cause; Grant’s 
terms of surrender for Robert E. 
Lee ultimately saved Lee from 
execution for treason. 

Ulysses S. Grant’s historic 
presentation engraved 
Remington New Model army 
revolvers are two of the most 
historically significant and 
valuable Remington firearms of 
all time and certainly must be 
considered a “Holy Grail” for 
Civil War collectors. They were 
hidden from public view for over 

a century and a half until they 
surfaced when put on display 
at the 2018 Las Vegas Antique 
Arms Show. 

The set and their history were 
discussed in detail in the article 
“General Grant’s Magnificent 
Set of Lost Remingtons” by the 
late firearms author S.P. Fjestad 
published in the National Rifle 
Association’s American Rifleman 

that September. The author 
writes, “Without a doubt, these 
cased Remingtons constitute the 
most elaborate and historically 
significant set of currently known 
revolvers manufactured during 
the Civil War.” The revolvers 
themselves are true works of art 
on “steel canvases.” While no 
signature has been found on this 

General U. S. Grant, City Point, Va., August, 1864. 
(Library of Congress)

Pair of presentation Remington revolvers presented to 
General Grant during the Civil War. (All firearm photos 
courtesy of Rock Island Auction Company)


