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GRAIN HARVEST

One, two, three times a champion

By CORY ERICKSON

Kaden Pastian left no doubt 
in his last high school discus 
throw.

The Hillsboro-Central Val-
ley senior hurled the discus 192 
feet after finding himself trailing 
Oakes senior Ashton Biesterfeld 
by two feet at the state track 
meet Friday in Bismarck.

Pastian topped Biesterfeld’s 
best by nearly 20.5 feet and set 
a new Class B state record in the 

process.
The Burros senior’s mom, 

Kristy, leaped into his arms after 
the throw and gave Pastian a big 
hug.

For good measure, Pastian 
blew past the field in the Class B 

shot put with a throw of 60 feet, 
8 inches, more than six feet far-
ther than his closest opponent. 

Big-time performances like 
Pastian’s were par for the course 
for the Burros and MayPort-CG 
athletes at the two-day event. 

The H-CV boys 4x400-meter 
relay team edged Thompson 
for a state championship in the 
meet’s final event Saturday and 
the team added state place-fin-
ishes in the boys 4x800-meter, 

800-meter and 400-meter runs 
as well as the boys high jump 
and boys pole vault. 

The girls 4x800 relay took 
fifth.

MPCG saw individual state 
champions in the girls pole vault 
and girls 800-meter run.

The Patriot girls were first in 
the 4x800-meter run and placed 
third in the 4x100-meter relay 
and were one-hundredth of a 
second from the title in 4x400.

Hillsboro High School senior Kaden Pastian receives a leaping hug from his mom, 
Kristy, after his state-championship throw of 192 feet in the Class B discus May 28.
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Senior Pastian caps track career with 2 more state titles
INSIDE

n Hillsboro-Central Valley 
track coverage. Page 8

n MayPort-CG’s Peterson, 
Mehus state champs. Page 9

By CORY ERICKSON

L
eAnn Beck is inviting 
the public to take a 
walk down the aisle 

of time.
The Traill County Historical 

Society curator is hosting Wed-
dings of Yesteryears wedding 
dress display at the Plummer 
House museum in Hillsboro 
from 3 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Mon-
day.

The show features 18 wed-
ding gowns and two bridesmaid 

dresses from 1885 through 1945 
– many of them worn at pioneer 
weddings around the turn of the 
century. 

“It’s fun to see the Plummer 
House as the museum, but it’s 
also fun to see it as a display for 
things you don’t always get to 
see,” Beck said. 

Beck said the event is set 
to kick off the TCHS summer 
schedule, which includes tours 
and Wednesday reading at the 
Plummer House as well as the 

annual Independence Day ice 
cream social.

With June 7 being the first 
time many of these dresses have 
been made readily viewable to 
the public, Beck said it’ll be 
tough to top this event.

“There’s so many people 
who haven’t been to the mu-
seum, or there’s people who 
feel they’ve seen everything 
at the museum,” she said. “We 
wanted to get people here to see 
something new.”

Beck joined the TCHS as a 
staff member in November of 
2019 when she began catalog-
ing all of the items at the Plum-
mer House museum. 

After sorting through boxes 
of dresses, she thought it would 
be fun to display some of the 
dresses before boxing them up 
for storage again.

But then COVID-19 put a 

REVISITING STITCHES IN TIME
TCHS hosting pioneer wedding dress display Monday

DRESSES
Continued on page 7

Traill County Historical Society curator LeAnn Beck stands next to an 1885 wedding 
dress that will be on display Monday at the Plummer House museum in Hillsboro.
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Hillsboro fifth-grader Kloe Ackerman, right, places a cross on the Lynn Spiering Memorial monument while Jacob Miller 
looks on at Riverside Cemetery in Hillsboro during Monday’s Memorial Day services.
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By COLE SHORT

Calie Lindseth challenged 
the crowd inside the Hillsboro 
Events Center to remember 
not only the fallen on Memo-
rial Day, but also the service 
members who sacrificed their 
mental health for their country.

Soldiers fortunate enough 
to come home from fighting in 
wars in Vietnam, Afghanistan 
and Iraq didn’t return home 
without their share of scars – 
even if they were not visible to 
everyone, she said.

“We have service mem-

bers across this nation who are 
paying a debt every day,” said 
Lindseth, who serves as the 
women’s veterans coordinator 
for the North Dakota Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

“They didn’t leave Vietnam. 
They didn’t leave Germany. 
They didn’t leave Italy. They 
didn’t leave Iraq. The debt that 
we owe, that so many of us 
don’t pay, they pay every day.”

Lindseth was the featured 
speaker at Monday’s Memo-
rial Day program in Hillsboro, 
which attracted more than 110 

audience members a year after 
being canceled in 2020 due to 
the global pandemic.

Lynn Spiering American 
Legion Post #4 Commander 
Bob Hebl said he wasn’t sure 
how many people would attend 
this year’s community program 
but added he was pleased by 
Monday’s turnout.

“It’s great to see such a good 
crowd out here today,” Hebl 
told audience members, which 

Memorial Day speaker: Honor 
the debts paid by U.S. soldiers

MEMORIAL DAY
Continued on page 5

County leaders 
to take hard look 
at staff salaries

By COLE SHORT

The Traill County Board of 
Commissioners on Tuesday 
agreed to take a harder look 
at the salaries 
and benefits 
given to coun-
ty employees 
during the 
board’s 2022 
budget talks 
coming up in 
late June.

M a r l e n e 
Eblen, Traill 
County recorder, petitioned 
the board Tuesday for a $4,500 
midyear pay bump for her dep-
uty recorder, whose compen-
sation lags behind her peers in 
comparable counties.

Deb Hankel, who has been 
employed by the county for six 
years and earns $33,330, feels 
unappreciated and undervalued 
due to her current salary, Eblen 
told commissioners.

The salary request and re-
ports from department heads 
citing difficulty hiring and re-
taining employees sparked a 
larger debate about whether the 
pay Traill County workers re-
ceive is too low.

County commissioners de-
bated Tuesday if the board 

should seek an independent 
audit of their employees’ wages 
– a path the county took years 
ago – or conduct an internal re-
view of their salaries.

Eblen asked the board for a 
pay raise for Hankel in May – a 
request that was tabled for two 
weeks – and returned Tuesday 
with a more pointed message.

The county recorder said if 
Hankel didn’t receive a salary 
increase, she could leave her 
current position and seek a job 
elsewhere, including taking an 
opening in the Traill County 
Sheriff’s Office.

“We could lose her … and 
I need her,” said Eblen, who 
said she’ll miss more than two 
months of work this fall due to 
a planned surgery.

“I’m not threatening. I’m 
just being honest and putting 
it” out there, she said.

Eblen added that Hankel 
earns $3,700 less than the hand-
ful of other departmental depu-
ties in the county.

Dickey County, which has 
a population around 4,940 
people, gives its deputy re-
corder $40,470 while Pembina 

Request for midyear pay bump 
sparks discussion about wages
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School board 
elections in 
Traill County 
scheduled 
on Tuesday
By COLE SHORT

Voters in the Central Valley, 
Hillsboro and MayPort-CG 
school districts will head to 
the polls 
Tuesday to fill 
seats on their 
r e s p e c t i v e 
s c h o o l 
boards.

C e n t r a l 
V a l l e y 
School Board 
member Eric 
G u n d e r s o n 
is running 
u n o p p o s e d 
in pursuit of 
another three-
year term 
on the board 
representing 
Area 6, which 
includes Stavanger Township.

In the district’s lone 
contested race, newcomer 
Leann Breidenbach is 
challenging incumbent board 
member Carrie Knutson for 
a three-year seat serving the 
City of Reynolds.

Knutson, 40, who has a 
master’s degree in horticulture, 
is a horticulture agent for 
NDSU Extension in Grand 
Forks County.
ELECTION
Continued on page 3
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