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GRAIN HARVEST

CARVING
OUT A NICHE IN HILLSBORO

Highway Patrol trooper 
Harstad starting hobbyist 
club for area woodcarvers

By CORY ERICKSON

C
ody Harstad doesn’t 
describe himself as an 
artistic person.

The Hillsboro man’s siblings 
can draw and paint, he says, but 
he admits he never had a knack for 
those skills.

That hasn’t stopped the 36-year-
old state trooper from whittling 
away colorful knickknacks in his 
backyard shed.

Now, Harstad is hoping to start a 
hobbyist club for the area’s wood-
carvers and enthusiasts.

“This is something I never real-
ized I’d enjoy as much as I do,” he 
said Wednesday in his small shop. 

“But it’s a lot of the same principles 
of art, with proportions and sym-
metry.”

Weeks and months of quaran-
tining at home due to COVID-19 
have led to a surge in new hobbyist 
woodworkers in the area, Harstad 
said.

That’s how he got his start.
Harstad developed a love for 

woodworking from doing furniture 
projects with his grandfather, Ron.

Harstad had not done hand-carv-
ing until last spring, however.

What started as a way to pass 
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Cody Harstad of Hillsboro arranges a wood pumpkin figure that he carved in his backyard shop. Harstad hopes to start a woodcarving club in Hillsboro in the near future.

Harstad carved an assortment of figurines, such as these Christmas trees and snowman, 
from basswood using a variety of knives.
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District 20 state Rep. Jared Hagert (R-Emerado) 
fields a question during a legislative forum Sunday 
in Hillsboro. The online forum was organized by the 
Hillsboro Business Association.

District 20 reps 
field questions 
in online forum

By COLE SHORT

District 20 lawmakers remain optimistic 
that the state Legislature will earmark $1.6 
million this spring to allow Mayville State 
University to replace its aging fuel oil burn-
ers with natural gas.

Sen. Randy Lemm (R-
Hillsboro) and Reps. Mike 
Beltz (R-Hillsboro) and 
Jared Hagert (R-Emerado) 
took part in a 90-minute 
legislative forum streamed 
on YourLiveEvent.com on 
Sunday.

During the stream, the 
trio tossed their support be-
hind MSU’s efforts to convert its heating 
plant to natural gas and tackled questions 
on North Dakota’s interstate speeds, recre-
ational pot and funding for township roads.

Legislators touch on MSU 
funding, speed limits, pot 

ON
THE
WEB

Replays of
Sunday’s forum
can be viewed

on yourlive-
event.com

ONLINE FORUM
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Riverwalk reps 
make pitch on 
project’s impact
By COLE SHORT

The future of the planned Riverwalk 
Addition in Hillsboro could be decided at 
the Hillsboro City Commission meeting on 
Monday, March 1.

Backers of the residential and com-
mercial development west of Interstate 29 
provided an update and sales pitch for the 
project Monday night to the Hillsboro Eco-
nomic Development Corp.

A majority of the 90-minute session was 

RIVERWALK
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MPCG superintendent: Patriots willing
to study sports co-op with Finley-Sharon
By COLE SHORT

Administrators in the May-
Port-CG School District plan 
to listen to a pitch from Finley-
Sharon if the neighboring dis-
trict requests a sports co-op for 
2022-23.

MPCG Superintendent Mike 
Bradner said Wednesday that 
the Patriots wouldn’t be inter-
ested in changing their mascot 
or rebranding under the terms of 
a new sports co-op.

However, MayPort-CG’s 
school board and extra-curric-
ular committee would entertain 
an official request for a sports 
partnership with Finley-Sharon 
if one gets submitted this year, 
he said.

“What we have shared with 
them is that we would be open 
to a co-op that would allow their 

kids to continue to participate” 
in sports, Bradner said.

“But we are really not inter-
ested in putting together a new 

naming or a new branding.”
The Hope-Page School 

Board voted 4-3 on Feb. 17 
to seek a sports co-op with the 

Maple Valley School District 
in fall 2022, which would end 
Hope-Page’s sports co-op with 
Finley-Sharon.

Following that decision, the 
Finley-Sharon School Board 
on Feb. 18 directed Superinten-
dent Jeff Larson to reach out to 
MPCG and Hatton-Northwood 
to determine their interest in a 
co-op.

Hatton Eielson Superin-
tendent Kevin Rogers told the 
Banner a week ago that school 
officials would be open to dis-
cussing the idea.

“Will we listen? Would we 
entertain those talks? Yes,” Rog-
ers said in the Banner Feb. 19. 
“We’re not going to shut kids 

By COLE SHORT

Kevin Beaudoin, K-12 principal at St. Thom-
as (N.D.) Public School, has accepted a job of-
fer to become superintendent at Hatton Eielson 
Public School.

The Hatton Eielson School Board picked Be-
audoin to replace retiring Superintendent Kevin 
Rogers following a second round of interviews 
late Wednesday.

Roxeanne Phipps, Hatton’s business manager, 
said school officials were impressed with Beau-
doin’s organizational skills and how he carried 
himself during the interview process.

“He was very organized and someone who’s 
family oriented,” Phipps said Thursday. “He’s 
looking forward to joining our community.”

A native of Oklee, Minn., and a graduate of 
Mayville State, Beaudoin started in St. Thomas 

Hatton Eielson School hires 
Beaudoin as superintendent 
after Baesler withdraws name 

Baesler

Beaudoin
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MayPort-CG freshman Rylee Satrom, right, dribbles the ball during the Region 2 
girls basketball tournament. Finley-Sharon school officials have asked MPCG and 
Hatton-Northwood to study a sports co-op starting in the 2022-23 school year.


