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Mayville State President Brian Van Horn gestures to the crowd Wednesday after announcing that crews from the TV series “Small Town Big Deal” will be on campus in September.

BIG DEAL FOR A SMALL TOWN
By COLE SHORT

C
rews from the nationally syndi-
cated TV show “Small Town Big 
Deal” will be on the Mayville 
State University campus for 

Farmer’s Bowl weekend in mid-September.
MSU President Brian Van Horn announced 

Wednesday that the university and city of 
Mayville will be the focus of an upcoming 
episode of the TV series following the show’s 
first-ever stop in North Dakota.

“We want to share with the world this 
special place we call home,” Van Horn told a 
large audience gathered inside MSU’s Lewy 
Lee Fieldhouse Wednesday afternoon.

Van Horn revealed in late March in his 
weekly column in the Hillsboro Banner and 
Traill County Tribune that a major announce-
ment was in the works for the university.

However, campus officials kept the news 
under wraps prior to Wednesday’s big reveal, 
which included remarks from Mayville 
Mayor Steve Bensen and “Small Town Big 

Deal” co-host Jann Carl.
A former Entertainment Tonight anchor 

who appeared at Wednesday’s announcement 
via Zoom, Carl said she and co-host Rodney 
Miller, former CEO of McCormick Inter-
national, were looking forward to their trip 
to Mayville during MSU’s Farmer’s Bowl 
weekend Sept. 16-19.

“We’re extremely excited about coming,” 
said Carl, adding that the episode featuring 
MSU and Mayville will be aired on hundreds 
of TV stations nationwide once the segment 
has been finished.

“We’re going to tell a lot of great stories,” 
she said. “Get ready for your closeup because 
you guys are going to be on national TV.”

Carl estimated she and Miller have made 
stops in 45 or 46 states since “ Small Town 
Big Deal” began airing in September 2012. 
The show recently aired its 150th episode.

Mayville State, Mayville to appear on TV’s ‘Small Town Big Deal’
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Central 
Valley 
delays 
vote on 
changes

By COLE SHORT

The Central Valley School Board 
won’t decide whether to make any  
staff layoffs or adjust the roles of 
its top school ad-
ministrators until 
Wednesday.

Board members 
held a special meet-
ing Tuesday night 
to review the dis-
trict’s finances and 
revealed for the first 
time publicly why 
the board has been 
considering a staff 
shakeup this spring.

School board 
members voted 
4-3 in mid-March 
to issue a notice of 
potential contract 
non-renewals to Su-
perintendent Jeremy 
Brandt, Principal Frank Justin and 
technology teacher Tracy Foss.

Addressing a crowd of more than a 
dozen teachers Tuesday night, board 
member David Knudsvig said the 
board has been discussing the idea of 
changing the job duties of Brandt and 
Justin for two years.

No changes were made to the con-
tracts of either administrator in 2019 
– both were offered one-year deals 
then – and the global pandemic that 
started a year ago prompted the board 
to issue another round of one-year 
contracts in 2020, Knudsvig said.

However, concerns over taxes and 
Central Valley’s declining enrollment 
the past decade prompted the board 
to study how to keep the district fi-
nancially viable, he said.

“We are looking out for the fi-
nances of the school,” School Board 
President Dave Seyfried added.

Seyfried

Brandt

Decision on possible 
staff shakeup could 
be made Wednesday

CENTRAL VALLEY
Continued on page 5

Hillsboro city leaders set aside $50K 
for pool repairs in Woodland Park
By MICHELLE MCLEAN

Hillsboro city commission-
ers agreed Monday to wade a 
little deeper into the city’s aging 
swimming pool.

Pressed to find the source of 
perpetual leaks, city commis-
sioners authorized spending up 
to $50,000 on repairs for the 
65-year-old summer hotspot in 
Woodland Park. 

Commissioner Levi Reese 
made the case to keep the pool 
open this summer.

After camera-aided inspec-
tion of the pool’s piping, Reese 
learned there were no obvious 
leaks found that could explain 
an estimated loss of up to 9,000 
gallons of water a day.  

The next target is the pool’s 
liner, he suggested. Reese point-
ed to contractor Jack Moore, 
who has done other repairs at 
the pool.

He said Moore proposes cut-
ting out the liner at the seams, so 
it can be replaced and resealed. 

The cost of this was estimat-
ed at $10,000. If the liner is in 
good shape, Moore will inspect 
the pool’s concrete for cracks or 
deterioration.

This phase and any repairs 
could cost up to $50,000, Reese 

shared. 
Reese admitted, “We don’t 

know until we pull it out” how 
much repair work is needed or 
how long the pool can be kept 
operating as is.”  

Reese indicated that the re-

pairs could be done in time to 
open the pool for the summer 
season.  

He speculated that rebuilding 
a pool elsewhere could cost up 
to $5 million, an expense that 
would “double the current mill 
levy” for city residents.

Fellow commissioners ques-
tioned his estimates.

In August 2019, a city-sanc-
tioned study of pool options by 
architect Bobbi Hepper-Olson 
generated four “concepts,” 
ranging from a new outdoor 
pool costing $1.2 million to $1.5 
million to an indoor pool com-
plex adjacent the city’s armory 
costing $4.5 million to $7.7 mil-
lion with all the add-ons.  

Reese said that pools don’t 
generally qualify for grants. 

City Commission President 
Terry Sando questioned if Rural 
Development funding might be 
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The Woodland Park pool, built in the mid-1950s, has started losing water in recent 
years. City officials agreed to spend up to $50,000 to repair the pool Monday.

Hillsboro School Board 
seeking available land 
for possible new school
By COLE SHORT

The Hillsboro School Board 
agreed Thursday to ask property 
owners in the area whether they 
have land for 
sale that po-
tentially could 
house a new 
school.

The board 
approved a re-
quest from Su-
perintendent 
Paula Suda to 
run an ad in the Hillsboro Ban-
ner requesting that landowners 
contact the district if they have 
suitable land available.

Suda said Hillsboro High 
School remains large enough to 
handle the district’s current en-
rollment. However, the 56-year-
old building has seen increased 
maintenance costs and the dis-
trict could see an enrollment 

spike from the up-and-coming 
Riverwalk Development west 
of Interstate 29, Suda said.

“With the new housing de-
velopment, now is a good time 
to be looking ahead so we’re not 
jumping into something before 
we need it,” Suda said.

In addition to seeking a site 
for a new school, board mem-
bers agreed to hire a Wisconsin 
firm to study the district’s de-
mographics and pinpoint enroll-
ment trends in the district.

Estimated to cost $5,000 to 
$12,000, the study will collect 
data from birth rates to River-
walk’s impact to other factors 
– such as construction of Ama-
zon’s distribution center being 
built north of Fargo – that could 
boost Hillsboro’s enrollment.
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