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Hillsboro’s Mason Ouellette, left, and 
Skyler Brown enjoyed mild temperatures 

Wednesday while playing hockey in 
Woodland Park. The warming house at the 

community ice rink is closed this winter 
but residents are encouraged to bring their 
own skates. Lights will be on the rink from 

4 to 8 p.m. every day but Wednesday.
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Hillsboro-Central Valley senior guard Jackson Anderson drives to the basket in a Dec. 22 home game against Richland. Changes announced Monday 
by Gov. Doug Burgum will allow Hillsboro-Central Valley to allow more spectators into the Hillsboro Events Center and Central Valley School gym.

MORE FANS IN THE STANDS
Burgum changes state’s risk level, allowing bigger 
crowds at Hillsboro-Central Valley, MPCG games

City leaders 
revisit rules 
for audience 
participation 
at meetings
By MICHELLE MCLEAN

Hillsboro city commis-
sioners tied up some loose 
ends Monday making final 
decisions on 
several issues 
and rethink-
ing one past 
decision. 

Pressed by 
City Commis-
sioner Levi 
Reese, com-
m i s s i o n e r s 
reconsidered 
their decision 
to limit public 
comments at 
meetings.

Reese said 
the restric-
tions enacted 
at the Dec. 
21 meeting 
“were not my intended mo-
tion.” 

He explained that he meant 
for public comment to be 
heard during the course of the 
meeting, as decisions were 
being made, not only at the 
end of the meeting.  

Commissioners ultimately 
clarified the policy, allowing 
for audience members to be 
recognized by Commission 
President Terry Sando if re-
quested and granted the op-
portunity to speak for up to 
five minutes, with more time 
allowed if approved by the 
commission as a whole.  

Commissioners invited 
public input but wanted to 
maintain order in their meet-
ings, order that was lost at a 
meeting Dec. 7, prompting 
commissioners to tighten their 
meeting protocol. 

By COLE SHORT

Forty health care workers and first respond-
ers in Traill County outside the Sanford Health 
network received Moderna’s coronavirus vac-
cine Dec. 29-30.

Brenda Stallman, 
director of Traill Dis-
trict Health Unit, said 
Tuesday that 20 more 
doses are needed to 
vaccinate the remain-
ing health care and 
EMS workers who 
requested shots in the 
county’s Tier 1 cat-
egory, the highest pri-
ority group slated to 
receive the vaccines.

After all Tier 1 
candidates have re-
ceived their shots, 
health officials will 
begin treating Traill County residents ages 75 
and up and individuals who are at least 65 with 
pre-existing medical conditions.

However, Stallman cautioned that her of-
fice has received no indications when the next 
shipment of vaccines will arrive and asked for 
the public’s patience as vaccine rollouts con-
tinue this winter.

“If most people are reading or listening to 
the news, they probably know the situation 
we’re in,” Stallman said Tuesday afternoon.

“The minute we hear of an upcoming ship-
ment coming in, we’re going to make sure 
people are aware of it. Our ultimate goal is to 
have everyone vaccinated, but we’re going to 
need people to be patient.”

Traill health unit 
vaccinates 40 
medical workers
against virus
Stallman: Public health office 
still waiting for more vaccines

By COLE SHORT

A change in the state’s COVID-19 
risk level announced Monday by Gov. 
Doug Burgum will allow more spec-
tators at Hillsboro-Central Valley and 
MayPort-CG home games this winter.

Burgum lowered the statewide risk 
level from high to moderate (orange to 
yellow), effective at 8 a.m. today (Fri-
day), which will increase capacity lim-
its at bars and restaurants across North 
Dakota.

The change also will allow sports 
venues like the Hillsboro Events Cen-
ter and Central Valley School gym 
to seat more fans at home basketball 
games and wrestling matches.

Burros athletic director Dave Nel-
son said school officials will increase 
capacity for masked-up fans at home 
events following Burgum’s announce-
ment this week.

After initially capping attendance 
at 50 in December – then nudging that 
figure to allow parents of athletes into 
games – the sports co-op has started 
doling out four passes per athlete for 
events. The passes include two tickets 
for parents and two for guests.

Nelson planned to meet with Re-
gion 2 athletic directors in Larimore 
on Wednesday afternoon to generate a 
consensus among area schools on how 
to handle capacity at games.

“That will probably involve allow-
ing more fans in and allowing students 
to come to games,” said Nelson.

“We’ve had so few home games that 
you don’t notice it, but now that we 
have some of our bigger games com-
ing up, having students will definitely 
help with the atmosphere at games.”

Burgum’s announcement will allow 
50 percent capacity at venues, although 
Nelson said he doesn’t expect school 
administrators to fill half the Hillsboro 
Events Center, which has been previ-
ously estimated to seat nearly a thou-
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Iris Westman of Northwood, N.D. died Sunday at age 115. The 
former Hillsboro teacher was the oldest person in North Dakota 
and second oldest in the country.

Ex-Hillsboro teacher Westman, 
state’s oldest resident, dies at 115

By CORY ERICKSON

Former Hillsboro teacher and 
North Dakota’s oldest resident 
Iris Westman died Sunday at the 
age of 115. 

Westman was the second-
oldest person in the United 
States prior to her death at 
Northwood Deaconess Health 
Center’s nursing home.

She taught English in Hill-
sboro beginning in the 1940s 
before moving to Minnesota, 
where she served as an elemen-
tary school librarian until her re-
tirement in 1972. 

Larry Aasen, a Hillsboro 

High school graduate of 1941, 
said Westman was a caring 
teacher who loved her students.

Westman once gave Aasen a 
dime when he had no money so 
he could hang out with friends at 
Gilly’s Pool Hall in Hillsboro. 

“Iris Westman was a different 
kind of teacher,” Aasen told the 
Hillsboro Banner in 2016. 

Westman was born Aug. 28, 
1905 and grew up on a farm near 
Aneta, N.D. 

She attended the University 
of North Dakota and earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
education in 1928.

Westman taught at schools in 
Killdeer, N.D. and Aneta before 
arriving in Hillsboro.

Aasen said that his teacher 
was more interested in “getting 
us to read important books than 
she was about dangling parti-
ciples.”

He also fondly remembered 
her once saying, “I look out each 
day at 20 blank faces and I won-
der if they are listening to me or 
just thinking about the next foot-
ball game.”

Northwood resident believed to be seventh-oldest in the world 
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“Our ultimate 
goal is to have 

everyone
vaccinated, but 
we’re going to 
need people to 

be patient.”

— BRENDA 
STALLMAN

Traill District Health
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Buxton officials 
review options for 
replacing Rosholt

BUXTON
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By COLE SHORT

The Buxton City Council will open talks 
Wednesday night centered on filling the lead-
ership role left by the recent death of Mayor 
Gene Rosholt.

Rosholt, 71, died Dec. 16 
at a Fargo hospital after serv-
ing as Buxton’s mayor for 
nearly 30 years.

Travis Soderberg, a Buxton 
City Council member, said 
city leaders expect to meet 
with their attorney Wednes-
day night to map out a strat-
egy for replacing Rosholt, who was elected to 
a four-year term in June 2020.

Those options could include picking a re-
placement to fill out the remainder of Rosholt’s 
unexpired term or holding a special election, 

Soderberg
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