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WHERE ARE THEY NOW II
Gary Greff

Former area teachers include creator
of Enchanted Highway, musk ox hunter
By COLE SHORT and CORY ERICKSON                                                                                                               

G
ary Greff has never been afraid to dream big. The Regent, N.D., 
native arrived in Traill County in the early 1970s intent on 
learning more about coaching from one of the state’s biggest 
names in high school basketball: Hillsboro’s Ed Beyer.

Nearly a half-century later – and long after he left his position as a fifth- 
and sixth-grade teacher at Hillsboro Elementary School – Greff’s ambition 
continues to loom large in western North Dakota.

For more than three decades, Greff has been creating giant scrap metal 
sculptures that have become must-see tourist stops on a stretch of road known 
as the Enchanted Highway. The 72-year-old educator-turned-sculptor put Re-
gent on the national map and earned the small town of 200 people a mention in 
“Guinness World Records.”
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Buxton flag memorial honors Rosholt, veterans

By COLE SHORT

BUXTON – More than 75 
people turned out for a flag-
raising ceremony here Saturday 
honoring Buxton’s late mayor 
and the city’s military veterans.

The half-hour ceremony 
included remarks from longtime 
Mayor Gene Rosholt’s wife, 
Geneva, and current Mayor 
Travis Soderberg and a surprise 
message from country singer 
Lee Greenwood, whose 
signature hit “God Bless the 
U.S.A” was played at the event.

Soderberg and city leaders 

had been raising money this 
spring in hopes of having the 
flag memorial on the east edge 
of the city ready in time for 
Buxton Family Fun Day on Sat-
urday.

Only one light on the 
memorial was hooked up and an 
eagle ornament that will sit atop 
the memorial’s flag pole hadn’t 
arrived, but Soderberg said the 

ceremony went perfectly.
“We had a great turnout and 

support for this project,” he said. 
“We raised all the money for 
this through donations, so this is 
something the community really 
got behind and supported.”

During the ceremony, 
Soderberg revealed that Rosholt 
had brought up the idea of a city-
backed flag memorial honoring 
Buxton’s veterans in 2019.

But facing a pair of major 
PHOTO BY COLE SHORT

Buxton Mayor Travis Soderberg addresses a crowd of more than 75 
people at a flag-dedication ceremony Saturday morning in Buxton.

City officials, Lee Greenwood remember late mayor

MEMORIAL
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Taking a 
slow step 
forward
Hillsboro School Board 
continues talks but taps 
brakes on new school

INSIDE
Buxton Improvement Group 
celebrates Buxton Family 

Fun Day Saturday. Page 2.

By COLE SHORT

The Hillsboro School Board on 
Tuesday hired Icon Architectural Group 
of Grand Forks to start work on drafting 
a longterm facilities plan 
for the school district.

However, school of-
ficials cautioned that 
the move shouldn’t be 
seen as a signal that the 
district will ask taxpay-
ers to pay for a new high 
school in Hillsboro in 
the immediate future.

School Board Vice President Mary 
Mattson said she’s been peppered with 
questions from constituents in recent 
weeks about the board’s intentions re-
garding construction of a new school.

Mattson said she wanted to clear 
up misconceptions residents may have 
regarding the board’s ongoing talks about 
its facilities – and whether an enrollment 
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Parade route 
changes, food 
trucks eyed for 
Hillsboro Days
By COLE SHORT

The Hillsboro Business Association on 
Wednesday pored over ideas intended to 
improve next year’s Hillsboro Days.

The merchant 
organization had 
sent out a survey 
seeking advice on 
how the five-day city 
celebration could 
draw bigger crowds 
and create more fun 
for those who live in 
Hillsboro in 2022.

Near the top of 
Wednesday’s idea list 
was making changes 
to the Hillsboro 
Fire Department’s 
downtown street 
parade next June.

Paul Geray of 
Paul’s Hometown 
Repair suggested the 
fire department take a 
more active role in the parade, adding that 
2022 may be the year to change up the 
route for parade floats.

“ (People) 
want fair 

food, mini-
donuts, 

deep-fried 
anything. 
... That is 

something 
we could 

look at 
offering.”

— J.R. STROM
HBA president

HILLSBORO DAYS
Continued on page 7

Burgum

Norsemen Hall 
to host Burgum 
stop Wednesday
By COLE SHORT                                                                                                               

The location of North 
Dakota Gov. Doug 
Burgum’s scheduled visit 
to the Mayville-Portland 
area on Wednesday night 
has been changed.

The Republican gov-
ernor will appear along-
side District 20 legisla-
tors starting at 6 p.m. at 
Norsemen Hall at 1100 Parke Ave. in 
Portland.

BURGUM
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