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Pool repairs could hit $50K-$300K
By COLE SHORT                                                                                                               

The Hillsboro City Com-
mission will take a crack Mon-
day night at repairing the city’s 
cracked public pool.

City Commissioner Levi 
Reese received the go-ahead in 
mid-March in hire a Jamestown, 
N.D., contractor to inspect the 
main drain line at the 65-year-old 
public pool in Woodland Park.

City leaders and pool manag-
er Kathy Duval have been nurs-
ing along the summer hot spot 

the past two years after reveal-
ing the pool had started losing 
9,800 gallons of water a day.

Reese said city officials were 
hoping that hiring an outside 
contractor would allow the city 
to pinpoint whether cracks in the 
pool’s liner or pipe breaks were 
to blame for the water loss.

Reese said Tuesday that the 
inspection revealed no cracks in 
the pool’s main water line.

That’s the good news. How-
ever, there’s still plenty of bad 

news – or unknowns – surround-
ing the pool’s water loss.

“Since there’s no crack in the 
main lines, that leads me to be-
lieve the problem is either with 
the liner or with the inlets on the 
side of the pool,” Reese said.

Reese plans to present a num-
ber of repair options to city com-
missioners Monday night that 
would allow the Woodland Park 
pool to reopen on its usual time-
line in early to mid-June.

Those options could range in 

price from $50,000 to $300,000, 
depending on the path city lead-
ers take to address the issue and 
what repair crews find when 
they start their work.

Reese said he’d like to part-
ner with local contractor Jack 
Moore, who has performed work 
and donated time and materials 
to fix up the pool in the past, to 
remove the liner at the pool.

City leaders to weigh fixes to Woodland Park pool Monday night
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Jillian Hurt of Hillsboro, left, smiles at Alexis Iverson as the pair swim at the Woodland 
Park public pool in 2019. City leaders will discuss repairs to the pool Monday.
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DRESSED TO IMPRESS
sPaul Whitaker and Lilly 

Moch, above, share a 
laugh during MayPort-

CG’s High School prom 
Saturday night in Mayville.  

Other couples at the 
dance included, right, 
Ila Peterson and Lyle 

Voth and, far right, Lucas 
Fugleberg and Nora 

Peterson.  MPCG was 
the first Traill County 

public school to hold a 
spring prom. Hillsboro 

and Hatton will hold their 
proms April 17, while 

Central Valley educators 
have penciled in May 8 for 

their spring formal.

Central Valley 
School Board 
scales back 
mask policy 
for students
By COLE SHORT                                                                                                               

The Central Valley School 
Board voted Monday morning to 
ease the school’s indoor mask re-
strictions for the remainder of the 
2020-21 school year.

Reverting to rules in place 
when classes resumed in August, 
students able to socially distance 
6 feet apart will no longer be re-
quired to wear face coverings dur-
ing the day.

The board’s decision, reached 
on a split 5-2 vote, took effect 
Tuesday morning.

School Board member Gregg 
Saure proposed the change in the 
district’s mask policy, which pre-
viously required students to wear 
masks on buses and in classes 
throughout the school day.

Prior to the board vote, Saure 
told board members that the school 
district had the option to change 
its policy despite an ongoing mask 
mandate imposed by Traill County 
in November.

“There is no enforcement on 
this (county) mandate,” Saure told 
board members on Zoom. “We 
could approve that as a board and 
revert back (to our old) policy.”

CENTRAL VALLEY
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MSU president 
promises big 
announcement 
on tap April 7
By COLE SHORT                                                                                                               

Mayville State President Brian 
Van Horn plans to make a major 
announcement during a public 
presentation on 
the MSU campus 
April 7.

Van Horn told 
the Traill County 
Economic De-
velopment Com-
mission during a 
March 25 Zoom 
call that the an-
nouncement will 
include “the biggest deal that has 
ever happened in Mayville and 
Traill County.”

Van Horn, who came to MSU 
from Murray State in Kentucky in 
2018, didn’t pinpoint the type of 
announcement he planned to make.

However, he said campus of-
ficials would be visiting Mayville 
businesses earlier in the day to en-
courage them to attend the presen-
tation at 5 p.m. April 7.

VAN HORN
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Hillsboro Shooting Sports club makes debut
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Don Huckins and Trevor Kittelson, members of the Hillsboro Shooting Sports 
club, are seeking land for the group’s trap shooting events.

By CORY ERICKSON                                                                                                           

A 
group of Hillsboro-ar-
ea residents is looking 
for land outside the 

city to host a new shooting club. 
The Hillsboro Shooting 

Sports group held its first meet-
ing March 26, sparking interest 
in the organization from nearly 
20 local families.

The club, currently focused 
on trap shooting, hopes to ex-
pand to rifle and pistol shooting 
along with archery in the future.

“The idea is to open it up for 
everybody,” said Don Huckins, 

one of the group’s organizers. 
“There needs to be stuff to 

do in this town,” he said. “The 
town is growing. We need to 
help grow the community.”

Huckins and Trevor Kittelson 
of Hillsboro, another club orga-
nizer, have toyed around with 
the idea of a trap shooting club 
for a while.

Both have boys interested in 
shooting and hunting and would 
like to see a club team form at 
the high school level.

Currently, 65 high schools 
and more than 1,500 students 

participate in the North Dakota 
State High School Clay Target 
League.

Huckins envisions a com-
bined Hillsboro-Central Valley 
school trap shooting club in the 
future, with kids participating 
in a summer state tournament 
against other area high schools.

“We need to help give kids 
more options,” he said. “My 
kids have the opportunities to go 
to Grand Forks and shoot, but 

Trap shooting club looking for land locally
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