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Traill County board votes to extend mask mandate
Central Valley School 
official Saure objects: 
‘It’s time to drop the 
county mask mandate’
By COLE SHORT

A countywide mask mandate ap-
proved by Traill County leaders in 
November to slow the spread of CO-
VID-19 will remain in effect through 
early May.

The Traill County Board of Commis-
sioners on Tuesday heard impassioned 
pleas from a small handful of residents 
from the Buxton-Reynolds area who 
objected to the mask ordinance.

However, after a spirited discussion 
that included a recommendation from 
Traill County State’s Attorney Charlie 
Stock to reconsider the ordinance, com-
missioners voted 3-1 to maintain the 
status quo and revisit the mask mandate 
at a county board meeting May 4.

County Commissioner Tom Eblen 

of Hillsboro said school superinten-
dents from Hillsboro, Central Valley, 
MayPort-CG and Hatton reached out to 
county leaders in recent weeks to voice 
their support for keeping the mandate.

“They were all appreciative of the 
fact Traill County has a mask mandate 
in place because the last thing they 
want is … to close a school and send 
students home to do distance learning,” 
Eblen said.

Gregg Saure of Reynolds, a mem-
ber of the Central Valley School Board, 

and his wife, Alicia, came to Tuesday’s 
county meeting to ask commissioners 
to drop the mandate.

Pointing to falling positives of COV-
ID-19 across the state – including a sta-
tistical drop since Gov. Doug Burgum 
rescinded a statewide mask mandate 
in January – Gregg Saure said schools 
and businesses should be left to decide 
whether they want mask mandates on 
their properties.

“I’m not downplaying the virus 
by any means. However, the numbers 

don’t lie,” he said.
“It’s time to drop the county mask 

mandate. Let businesses and schools 
choose for themselves if they want to 
require it,” he added.

Alicia Saure said isolating kids from 
their classmates in school was having 
an adverse effect on children.

“There are multiple other families 
who have kids who do not want to go 
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Hillsboro city 
leaders move 
ahead with 
pipeline plan
By MICHELLE MCLEAN

Hillsboro city commissioners 
made progress Tuesday – at least on 
paper – on two major projects for the 
city’s future.

City leaders signed off on U.S. 
Department of Agriculture paper-
work for a loan and a grant to build a 
new 12-inch pipeline under Interstate 
29 for the water distribution system 
and a new sanitary sewer pipeline. 

Project manager Steve Swanson 
with AE2S said the paperwork al-
lows the USDA to set aside funds for 
a $466,626 grant and a $585,000 loan 
with a 1.75 percent interest rate and 
40-year payback.  

Swanson explained that a portion 
of the pipeline will cross property 
owned by BNSF Railroad and will 
require an application, mapping and 
lease agreement with the railroad. Re-
lated fees amount to $5,450. 

In regard to another major proj-
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MayPort-CG fifth-graders Savannah Newmes, 

above, and Cole Hutter, left, were part of music 
teacher Lori Nelson’s fifth-grade drum line that 
performed during halftime of the MayPort-CG 
boys basketball game against Thompson on Fri-
day, Feb. 12. Drummers pounded out “Pompeii,” 
a song off English pop rock band Bastille’s 2013 
album “Bad Blood,” on plastic buckets during the 
halftime performance.

PHOTO BY ALYSSA SHORT
Hillsboro-Central Valley senior Sam Preston dunks in pregame warmups Monday 
at the Hillsboro Events Center. Preston and the Burros will see changes to this 
year’s Region 2 tournament coming up in March due to COVID-19.

Burros AD: Changes 
in store for Region 2 
basketball tourneys
By COLE SHORT

The ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic has prompted changes 
in the upcoming Region 2 boys 
and girls basketball tournaments 
and could derail indoor track 
meets this spring, according to 
Hillsboro-Central Valley’s ath-
letic director.

Dave Nelson told the Hills-
boro School Board on Thursday, 
Feb. 11 that teams that advance 

to the Region 2 boys and girls 
tournaments at the Betty Engels-
tad Sioux Center in Grand Forks 
will receive 275 tickets for fans.

General admission tickets 
won’t be available at the gate so 
H-CV fans planning to cheer on 
the Burros will need to get their 
tickets in advance, Nelson said.

By COLE SHORT

The Hatton Eielson School Board 
planned to interview four finalists 
Thursday in the district’s ongoing 
search to replace 
retiring Superinten-
dent Kevin Rogers.

The finalists in-
cluded two school 
administrators with 
Traill County ties: 
Hillsboro High 
School Principal 
Terry Baesler and 
Mayville native Scott “Mickey” Ber-
ry.

Rogers, who has served 28 years 
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Hillsboro principal 
Baesler a finalist 
for Hatton post
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More than 1,700 
vaccines handed 
out in Traill County
By CORY ERICKSON

Traill County’s vaccination 
efforts have ramped up over the 
past six weeks.

More than 15 percent of 
county residents have received 
at least one dose of COVID-19 
vaccinations since Traill Dis-
trict Health Unit began orga-
nizing the inoculations late in 
December.

Brenda Stallman, the health 

unit’s director, said that percent-
age represents 1,790 residents, 
with the majority of recipients 
older than age 65 years or with 
underlying health conditions.

With the exception of supply 
disruptions, Stallman said the 
process has run smoothly within 
the county.
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