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We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.

Dan Lierz
785-742-3434

DLierz@ShelterInsurance.com

AUTO INSURANCE
    RATES ARE FALLING!

Shelter Insurance® has a history of doing the right thing for our 
customers. Because the COVID-19 pandemic has led to fewer 
people driving, and fewer accidents as a result, we are lowering our 
auto insurance rates. Our current customers are seeing an average 
overall reduction of 5%*.  If you’ve ever considered Shelter for 
your auto insurance, now is a good time to get a quote and see 
how much we can save you.  See me for details!

*Not available in all states. The amount of the decrease for
individual customers will vary based on policy coverages
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Home for the Holidays 
means ever so much more 
for Christmas 2020.

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, many people 
are spending a lot more 
time a little closer to home. 
Local Chambers, civic 
organizations and mu-
nicipalities are planning 
some events – but they are 
scaling them back to keep 
their communities safe.

And many are trying to 
think out of the box to still 
bring the joy of the holi-
days to the local commu-
nities in a way for people 
to still social distance or 
participate virtually.

Hiawatha
 ❯ downtown Lighting: Hi-
awatha is no exception. The 
Hiawatha Chamber and Vis-
itors Bureau had to forego 
the typical Holiday Homes 
Tour for 2020 and hope to 
be back bigger than ever 
for 2021. The HCVB is still 
planning to flip the switch 
on the wonderful lights 
that the City of Hiawatha 
purchased two years ago 
and installed late week last 
week in preparation of the 
holidays.

That event will be aired 
via Facebook Live at 6 p.m. 
Monday with the Junior 

Master of Ceremonies – 
this year “Every child in 
Hiawatha!!” Nominees 
were taken and voted on by 
Chamber businesses last 
week.

The official nomination was:
“Our kiddos have gone 

through so much this year, 
it would be awesome if they 

By JOSEPHiNE May

This snowman is just one of several lights ready to brighten up downtown Hiawatha as Santa flips the 
switch on Nov. 30.By JOSEPHiNE May

This tree in downtown Hiawatha 
will light up Nov. 30 when Santa 
pulls the switch in honor of every 
child in Hiawatha!

By JOSEPHiNE May

Stop by Van’s Electric from 6-8 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 10 in Fairview to 
see Santa!

Van’s Electric 
on the east 
edge of Fairview 
along U.S. 
36 Highway 
has its Winter 
Wonderland 
ready to wow 
people passing 
by. Santa will 
be available 
for some social 
distancing visits 
on Thursday, 
Dec. 10 as 
part of Fairview 
Lights Up.
By JOSEPHiNE May
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The Brown County Com-
mission gave it’s approval 
for the Health Department to 
implement a “modified quar-
antine” protocol within the 
county’s schools at Monday 
morning’s regular meeting.

Commissioners Rich-
ard Lehmkuhl and Dwight 
Kruse voted for the proposal 
and Commissioner Keith Ol-
sen — who had said the coun-
ty should not get involved in 
school issues — voted against 
it.

The proposal will have to 
be approved by the County 
Health Department and then 
adopted by local school dis-
tricts if they so choose.

Robin Downard, county 
health officer, had intro-
duced the modified quaran-
tine proposal at last week’s 
county commission and the 
matter was tabled until this 
week. Last week, the county 
implemented a mask man-
date through Dec. 7.

According to the modified 
quarantine proposal, the 
schools could adopt a pro-
tocol that would reduce the 
amount of people being af-
fected by quarantines as long 
as the students and school 
staff had masks on within 
the environment — such as 
a classroom, which is consid-
ered lower risk as opposed to 
higher risk situations such 
as athletes and crowds at 
sporting events or other ac-
tivities.

Downard told the commis-
sioners that there had been 
three confirmed COVID cas-
es due to school exposure and 

Commission  
approves school 

quarantine 
modifications
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Andrew Kreek of Hiawatha 
was sentenced in Brown Coun-
ty juvenile 
court Tuesday 
to a strict pro-
bation plan 
on charges of 
i n v o l u n t a r y 
manslaughter 
while driving 
under the in-
fluence in con-
nection with a Nov. 2019 fatali-
ty accident.

Kreek was the 17-year-old 
driver of a vehicle involved in 
the Nov. 17 accident at Horned 
Owl and US 36 Highway that 
killed Ian Miller, 16, of Hi-
awatha, and injured himself 
and three other local teens. 
Kreek, Gabriel Corbett and 
Naveigh Dismang were hospi-
talized with critical injuries 
and remained in rehabilitative 
care for several weeks. One 
passenger, Andrew Woods, 19, 
was treated and released at a 

Kreek receives 
‘strict probation’ 

in fatality

andrew Kreek
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A few weeks ago, the Hiawatha City 
Commission approved the purchase 
of a fire truck, and that truck was de-
livered to the Hiawatha Fire Depart-
ment this week.

The new truck features a longer 
boom than what the department pre-
viously had, as well as other improve-
ments that will let the department 
tackle fires in new ways.

The new truck, a 1998 Pierce 

New truck gives Hiawatha Fire Department expanded versatility

The 
Hiawatha 
Fire 
Department 
took out its 
new truck 
this week 
for some 
drills.
PHOTO  
COUrTESy 
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Longtime local business-
man and auctioneer William 
“Bill” Howard passed away 
on Nov. 19 after a courageous 
battle with lung cancer at the 
age of 78.

Howard was born July 10, 
1942 to William and Char-
lotte Howard and grew up 
west of Hiawatha on the fam-
ily farm. Howard married 

Bonnie Garwood on Aug. 
1976 — she survives of the 
home.

He established Howard 
Auction Service — loving 
the challenge of selling new 
things to old friends and old 
things to new friends, serv-
ing families, and working 
with his wife Bonnie and an 
incredible auction crew for 
over 35 years. In time he be-
gan selling all kinds of real 

estate with King Reality.
Survivors also include a 

daughter, Belinda, son-in-
law, grandson and grand-
son, among other family and 
friends. Bill was preceded in 
death by his parents.

Go to www.chapeloaksfuneral-
home.com for service informa-
tion, where the entire obitu-
ary can be viewed and special 
thoughts and memories can 
be shared with the family.

Longtime auctioneer Bill Howard passes away

William ‘Bill’ Howard

Christmas events to continue, 
albeit differently in 2020
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