
Shelter is here for you.

In the interest of providing help to our customers now, 
when they need it most, Shelter will pay our auto 
policyholders representing approximately 30% of their 
monthly premium for their personal autos for the months 
of April and May. We will work diligently to obtain 
approval from the Departments of Insurance in each state 
we serve to get this money into our customers’ hands as 
quickly as possible.

®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com   

Dan Lierz
824 Oregon St.,

Hiawatha, KS 66434
DLierz@ShelterInsurance.com

785-742-3434
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Help keep your local news relevant with your support
Now more than ever, journalism in Northwest Missouri and North-

east Kansas needs your support as expenses mount during hardships 
through the years. Please consider a donation to help keep your local 
news viable at hiawathaworldonline.com/supportlocaljournalism.

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

Social distancing got you down? Missing your 
friends?

Well fire up the old Ford, Chevy, Mitsubishi, Hon-
da, the old jalopy or whatever you have sitting in the 
garage and get ready for a cruise night in Hiawatha 
Saturday! In addition, bring a non-perishable food 
item to drop off at a collection point to help out local 
families in need.

the event is being organized by Steve Winter and 
Ryan Meininger. Winter, who organizes Cars & Cof-
fee classic vehicle events, said he participated in a 
recent cruise night in Horton and it was great to get 
out and see everyone!

“Everyone was all smiles,” he said.
For the past month, people have been keeping their 

distance – well, 6 feet to be exact, as government and 
health officials have advised the public to not gath-
er in groups of initially more than 50 and now more 
than 10 and stay 6 feet from people who are not with-
in your immediate family or household.

While people are adhering to this, stores have 

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

In honor of National Volunteer Week, the 
Hiawatha Community Hospital Auxiliary 
is recognizing two remarkable women who 
made the Auxiliary Gift Shop possible.

Kay Rankin and Cleta Schwalm man-
aged the HCH Gift Shop for 20 years, turn-
ing management over to longtime business 
owner Bonnie Howard in April 2005. The 
two remained on with the gift shop as vol-
unteers for the next 15 years – recently re-
tiring.

Jan Hermesch, director of volunteer ser-
vices at the hospital, said the two were re-
cently honored at a reception for their many 
dedicated years of work with the hospital 
gift shop. As April 19-25 is National Volun-
teer Week, Hermesch wanted to highlight 
their many years they donated to the hos-
pital, as well as note the other volunteers in 
the gift shop that help keep it open. She said 
typically April brings a “Volunteer Night” 
reception, but with the current COVID-19 
guidelines and the “stay at home” order 
in place, Hermesch said unfortunately the 
event couldn’t take place. But she wanted to 
recognize not only Rankin’s and Schwalm’s 
many years of volunteer hours, but also the 

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

In honor of National Vol-
unteer Week April 19-25, Hi-
awatha Community Hospital 
officials want to recognize 
many groups and individuals 
for their dedicated service.

Jan Hermesch, director of 
volunteer services at HCH, said 
the hospital wouldn’t be where 
it’s at today with out the many 
volunteers. Also, with the cur-
rent COVID-19 pandemic re-
strictions in place, Hermesch 
said they have seen so many 

people stepping up to help the 
hospital and its employees.

With this year’s theme “Vol-
unteers Light the World,” 
Hermesch wanted to start by 
thanking and recognizing local 
people who organized the Vol-
unteer Healthcare Recognition 
when they got people to fill Dr. 
Geisendorf’s parking lot across 
from the hospital. She said the 
lot was filled with blinking and 
flashing of their lights as peo-
ple came to pray for the hospi-
tal and its employees.

Hiawatha World

Hiawatha Foundation 
for Economic Development 
(HFED) has announced 
the creation of the Brown 
County COVID-19 Grant 
for Small Businesses.

HFED has designated 
$40,000 to be used as relief 
for Brown County small 
businesses negatively af-
fected by COVID-19.

Grants are awarded to 
businesses in amounts of 
up to $1,000 per business.

The grant was first 
made available to small 
businesses belonging to 
HFED’s membership to ap-
ply for on April 17th. At the 
time of this release, about 
a quarter of the funds 

have been disbursed. The 
application will open to all 
small businesses within 
Brown County on Monday, 
April 27.

To obtain an applica-
tion, small business own-
ers should request a grant 
application via an email 
to hfedoffice1@gmail.
com beginning on April 
27. Applications take ap-
proximately five minutes 
to complete. Completed 
applications will be re-
viewed 1-2 times per week 
depending upon volume. 
Approved applicants will 
receive funds via mail 
within a few days of their 
applications being ap-
proved.

“We understand that 

this is a difficult time for 
our small businesses, and 
HFED remains committed 
to doing what we can to 
retain those businesses in 
our communities so they 
can continue to succeed,” 
said HFED Director Mi-
kaela Moore. “We hope 
these funds will help to 
ease some of the financial 
burden our businesses are 
facing during these chal-
lenging times.”

At this time, business-
es can apply only once 
but HFED will consider 
subsequent applications 
for businesses still show-
ing a need for additional 
funding provided there 
is still funding available. 
HFED will make an an-

nouncement at a later date 
indicating if and when 
businesses may be able to 
apply a second time.

HFED is offering the 
opportunity for other in-
dividuals or businesses 
to contribute additional 
funds to the Brown Coun-
ty COVID-19 Grant for 
Small Businesses fund. If 
you are interested in con-
tributing to grow this fund 
so that more businesses 
can be helped or helped in 
greater amounts, please 
contact the HFED office to 
inquire about donating to 
this cause.

Questions should be di-
rected to Director Mikae-
la Moore at hfedoffice1@
gmail.com.

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

A 74-year-old Fairview woman died as a result of 
injuries sustained in a fire early Thursday morning.

The Brown County Sheriff John Merchant identi-
fied said Delores Goens was killed in the fire, that 
was reported approximately 3:19 a.m. near the junc-
tion of US 36 Highway and Sycamore Street in Fair-
view. The victim’s name was not immediately avail-
able until family members were notified.

Goens and her husband initially escaped the burn-
ing structure, but family members told authorities 
that she went back in to retrieve her dogs.

Responding agencies were Fairview, Sabetha and 
Powhattan Fire departments, Squad 48, Town and 
Country ambulance, Brown County Sheriffs depu-
ties and Sac and Fox Police.

Merchant said no foul play is suspected, but the 
fire marshals office will investigate, as is standard 
procedure.  

Cruisin’ 
Social distancing cruise 
night set for Saturday in 
Hiawatha — bring food 
item to donate to pantry 

Kay Rankin and Cleta 
Schwalm recognized for 35 
years with HCH Gift Shop

SUBMiTTEd PHOTO

Hiawatha Hospital Gift Shop volunteers Kay Rankin (left) 
and Cleta Schwalm (right) were recently recognized 
for 35 years of service that also included 20 years as 
managers. They are pictured with current manager 
Bonnie Howard, who also volunteered for many years at 
the Gift Shop prior to becoming manager.

Volunteers 
‘Light the World’

SUBMiTTEd

In late March, community members came together to pray at the Hiawatha Community Hospital.

SUBMiTTEd

Hundreds of homemade masks have been donated to the Hiawatha Community 
Hospital by local seamstresses.

HFED announces COVID-19 grant
All Brown County small businesses are eligible to apply beginning April 27

Authorities say 74-year-old 
Fairview woman lost her life 

trying to save dogs
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