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by Joey May
Hiawatha World

The Brown County Clerk’s office has 
announced a new filing for this fall’s 
election.

Incumbent John D. Merchant Sr. has 
filed for Brown County Sheriff. He is 
being challenged by Hiawatha Police 
Cpt. Dennis Entrikin.

In other filings, Betty (BJ) Spiker 
has filed for the Brown County Trea-
surer position. Spiker is currently a 
Deputy in the Treasurer’s office. Cher-
yl Lippold will not be running again.

Other county positions that will 
be up for re-election include District 
Judge District 2 Division 2 — held 
by Judge John Weingart, Register of 
Deeds — held by Nellie Brockhoff, 
County Clerk — held by Melissa Gorm-
ley, County Attorney — held by Kevin 
Hill and County Commissioners for 
District 2 (Keith Olsen) and District 3 
(Dwight Kruse).

There will also be various city posi-
tions on the ballot this year — which is 

a presidential election year as well — 
but the County Clerk’s office said mu-
nicipalities have until May 1 to verify 
those.

The Primary Election is Aug. 4, 2020, 
and the General Election is Nov. 3, 
2020. Filing deadline is June 1, 2020.

by Joey May
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha World kicked off a 
quarterly give away last week with 
cookies and coffee at the office.

Despite the FREEZING weather we 
had a couple dozen stop by for a warm 
drink, a treat and to enter our drawing. 
But don’t worry — you didn’t miss out! 
You can still stop by our office between 
now and March 31 to sign up for the 

drawing of a free 6-month subscription.
Or — enter our drawing once a day 

online at the following link: https://
www.hiawathaworldonline.com/customerap-
preciation/#//

Also, mark your calendars for our 
next office Customer Appreciation Day 
— set for Tuesday, March 17 for St. Pat-
rick’s Day!! Stop by that day for a coffee 
and a treat and maybe you will have 
the Luck of the Irish!

by Joey May
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha School District of-
fice has gone through a phone number 
change and wanted the public to be 
aware of this.

Recently, the district has gone 
through a phone system upgrade 
change and this left the board office 
with just one number, rather than those 
that were previously available.

The only number to the board office is 
(785) 742-2224.

by Marcus Clem
Atchison Globe

Highland Community 
College has announced 
that it has authorized an 
investigation into claims 
made by an attorney alleg-
ing a violation of federal 
law.

The attorney, Martin 
J. Keenan of Wichita, 
released a statement of 
preliminary findings on 
behalf of the NAACP on 
Feb. 11. The statement 
covers allegations that 
the college hasn’t been 
fair to African-American 
constituents, mainly stu-
dent athletes from out of 
state. The college, based 
in Highland, denies those 
accusations.

The Highland Scot-

ties women’s basketball 
team is composed almost 
entirely of black players 
and staff. The federal law 
violation Keenan alleges 
occurred, in his point of 
view, when recent puni-
tive action resulted in an 
unfair allocation of re-
sources between men’s 
and women’s teams. This 
is contrary to require-
ments for gender equity 
established by legislation 
known as Title IX, Keenan 
said.

In a statement, the col-
lege said it has retained 
Demetrius J. Peterson of 
Husch Blackwell, a na-
tional law firm with an of-
fice in Kansas City, Mo., to 
conduct its Title IX inves-
tigation. College President 

Deborah Fox and the HCC 
Board of Trustees consid-
ered an internal investi-
gation but decided to seek 
outside help in light of the 
NAACP’s involvement in 
these matters. The board, 
chaired by Tom Smith, 
is composed of six mem-
bers elected by voters in 
Doniphan County.

“Mr. Peterson has ex-
pertise in conducting com-
prehensive investigations 
for schools with alleged vi-
olations of gender equity. 
HCC welcomes the oppor-
tunity to address the al-
leged claims made by the 
attorney for the NAACP,” 
the college said.

Keenan concluded that 
in December 2019, when 

Hiawatha World

Further talks of a potential 
Fire District in Brown County 
were held at Monday evening’s 
meeting of the Hiawatha City 
Commission.

Members of the Hiawatha Fire 
Department were present at the 
meeting, and brought several lo-
gistical questions to the commis-
sion.

After meeting with member’s 
of Wathena’s Fire District, which 
has been in force since 1975, the 
group returned to seek out spe-

cific parameters should they de-
cide to move forward.

The department’s main con-
cerns centered around owner-
ship of fire department proper-
ty. Currently operating under 
the umbrella of the city, the fire 
department’s vehicles, facilities 
and gear are owned by the City 
of Hiawatha, and questions of 
the future status of that owner-
ship were brought to the com-
mission.

After some discussion, the 
commission stated their desire to 
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Hiawatha High School Winter Homecoming royalty Jace Grubb and Maggie Saul were crowned at halftime of 
the boys varsity game against Royal Valley on Friday night. Other candidates were Emme Leupold, Madison 
Gilbert, Parker Winters and Sage Meyer.

HiaWaTHa WiNTEr rOyaLTy Sheriff Merchant 
files for re-election

Sheriff John Merchant
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