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We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.

Dan Lierz
785-742-3434

DLierz@ShelterInsurance.com

AUTO INSURANCE
    RATES ARE FALLING!

Shelter Insurance® has a history of doing the right thing for our 
customers. Because the COVID-19 pandemic has led to fewer 
people driving, and fewer accidents as a result, we are lowering our 
auto insurance rates. Our current customers are seeing an average 
overall reduction of 5%*.  If you’ve ever considered Shelter for 
your auto insurance, now is a good time to get a quote and see 
how much we can save you.  See me for details!

*Not available in all states. The amount of the decrease for
individual customers will vary based on policy coverages
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By Joey May
Hiawatha World

Northeast Kansas was 
blanketed with a coat of 
ice on Tuesday as a winter 
storm swept through the 
state.

Accumulations of ice 
were anywhere from a 
quarter to a half of an inch 
in the area — with some 
heavier in Northwest Mis-

souri and around St. Jo-
seph.

Several local residents 
were without power as ice 
weighed heavy on pow-
er lines and falling limbs 
caused some issues as 
well. According to Ever-
gy’s power outage map, 
there were just a hand-
ful of local residents still 

ICE STORM 
KNOCKS 
OUT POWER

By JOSEPHiNE May

Ice covered this barberry bush after a storm swept through Northeast Kansas Tuesday.

By JOSEPHiNE May

Heavy ice weighed down branches after a storm swept through Northeast 
Kansas Tuesday. Some branches fell and partially blocked roadways and 
downed some power lines by Tuesday night and Wednesday morning.

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

A Hiawatha native lost 
her battle with COVID-19 
this past week – just three 
days before Christmas.

Diann Mendez Wind-
meyer Hall was one of 
roughly 200 people who 
has died (as of Dec. 22) 
due to COVID-relat-
ed reasons in Shawnee 
County since the pan-
demic began and one of 
2,000 in the state. But her 
kids want the commu-
nity where she grew up 
to know their mother is 
much more than a statis-
tic.

She was a real per-
son and her family was 
robbed of time with her 
by COVID-19.

Hall, who passed away 
Dec. 22 at Stormont Vail 
Hospital in Topeka, was 
born Oct. 29 in Hiawatha 
– the daughter of Joa-
quin and Jessie Robidoux 
Mendez. She graduat-
ed from Hiawatha High 
School in 1970. Hall was a 
member of the Iowa Tribe 
of Kansas and Nebraska, 
whom she helped with 
bookkeeping and writing 
grants. She moved to To-

peka in 2000 to become a 
caregiver for the elderly.

She married Fredrick 
Windmeyer in 1973, who 
died in 2003 as a victim in 
a drunk driving incident. 
Years later, she remar-
ried to Ray Hall.

Windmeyer said he has 
lived in Charlotte, N.C. 
For the past 20 years, and 
has visited his mother 
frequently. When March 
and the pandemic came, 
he and his sister tried to 
educate his mother on the 
importance of being safe 
– getting her a mask and 
trying to keep her home. 
However, despite their ef-
forts, Hall became sick in 
mid-November.

Windmeyer remem-
bered receiving a call 

‘My Mom — this 
wasn’t the year she 

was supposed to die’
Hiawatha native 
shares story of 

mother who died 
from complications 

of COVID-19

SUBMiTTEd

Hiawatha native Shane 
Windmeyer with his mother, 
Diann Hall and sister Jennifer 
Windmeyer. Hall passed away on 
Dec. 22 from complications of 
COVID-19.

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

Despite a recommendation 
from hospital and county health 
officials to keep the county mask 
mandate in effect until Jan. 18 to 
allow adequate time following 
all holiday gatherings the Brown 
County Commission voted 3-0 to 
rescind the mask mandate that 
has been in effect since Nov. 16.

This goes into effect on Mon-

day — however, the mask man-
date in the City of Hiawatha re-
mains in effect until such time 
the Hiawatha City Commission 
would make a decision to re-
scind it. In addition, the Iowa 
Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska 
has issued a statement that they 
are NOT rescinding their man-
date and masks ARE required 
on the reservation.

The vote was made at Monday 
morning’s regular commission 
meeting, after the commissioners 
heard from County Health Officer 

County rescinds mask mandate
Mask mandate within 
city limits still in effect

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

Former Brown County Commissioner 
Steven D. Roberts, who was 
also owner of the Country 
Cabin Restaurant of rural 
Hiawatha, has passed away.

Roberts died on Satur-
day, Dec. 26 at the age of 67. 
He was born Nov. 1, 1953 in 
Marysville, the son of Jim 
and Cleta Patton Roberts. 
He graduated from Marys-
ville High School in 1971 and attended 
Missouri Western College.

Former county commissioner, restaurant owner passes

SUBMiTTEd

Steve Roberts owned the Country Cabin Restaurant for many years.

Steve roberts

By adam Clay
Hiawatha World

The City of Horton announced 
this month that Chief of Police 
John Calhoon will be retiring 
from the position at the end of the 
year.

Calhoon as been pulling double 
duty as Horton’s Police Chief and 
City Administrator for a few years 
now, and will be staying on as the 
City Administrator, while Assis-
tant Police Chief Jonathan Boller 

will step into the role of Chief of 
Police.

Calhoon has spent the majori-
ty of his law enforcement career 
in Brown and Atchison Counties, 
starting his career with the Brown 
County Sheriff’s Department, and 
spending 16 years with the Hor-
ton Police Department and nearly 
19 years as the Atchison County 
Sheriff. Calhoon also spent time as 
a Captain at the Jackson County 
Sheriff’s Office. He has been back 
with the Horton PD since 2013.

The City will host a small re-
ception at the Horton Community 
Blue Building at 716 1st Avenue 
West in Horton from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 31. For 
those wishing to send cards, they 
can be addressed to the Horton 
Police Department at 205 East 8th 
Street, Horton, Kansas 66439.

Calhoon retires as 
Boller steps in as 

Horton Police Chief

FiLE PHOTO

John Calhoon will be retiring as Horton Police Chief 
to take the City Administrator position full-time.
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