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By Athalia Hoschouer
Hawkeye staff

Saturday, April 17 
marks the date of Prom 
2021 — an event that ju-
niors and seniors in Hi-
awatha have long been 
anticipating.

Last year’s juniors, 
the Class of 2021, did not 
get to have an official 
prom due to COVID-19 
and are especially 
ready for a real prom 
this year.

Over the past week, 
they were able to come 
one step closer to the 
special day by voting 
on the Prom King and 
Queen candidates. The 
seniors chosen were 
Callyn Pavlish, Claire 

Geiger, Raven Stroud, 
Gunner Smith, Justin 
Hodge and Ethan Pruitt.

The event -highlight-
ing the theme “Starry 
Night in Hollywood” 
— will be held at the 
Fisher Center, with the 
red carpet arrival be-
ginning at 4:30 p.m. The 
red carpet arrival will 
be followed by dinner 
at 5:30 and the dance at 
7:30, lasting until 10:30.

Following the dance, 
the juniors and seniors 
will head to PowerPlay 
in Kansas City for Af-
ter Prom. Sponsored 
by the junior parents, 
this event will last from 
11:30 p.m. to 6:30 a.m. 
and promises to be well 
worth the wait.

By Adam Clay
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha City 
Commission held a Spe-
cial Meeting on Wednes-
day afternoon to discuss 
not requiring masks 
during private events at 
the Fisher Center.

There was much dis-
cussion regarding the 
high school Prom at the 
Fisher Center this com-
ing weekend. Hiawatha 
Parks and Recreation Di-
rector Stacy Jasper said 
she, as well as her staff, 
are comfortable moving 
forward without masks 
at private functions, but 
Commissioner Becky 
Shamburg shared her 
hesitation in removing 
the mask requirement 
prior to Saturday’s Prom.

Shamburg cited po-
tential mass quarantine 
issues when stating that 
she would not vote for the 
mask requirement to be 
pulled prior to the week-
end. Shamburg said that 
she is concerned about 

how the wrong decision 
could effect school activ-
ities, as well as gradua-
tion. Mayor Bill Collins 
agreed, stating that he 
also disagreed with pull-
ing the mask require-
ment. Commissioner Bri-
an Shefferd shared his 
opinion that the students 
had done well with masks 
all year, and that they de-
served one dance without 
masks.

Shamburg put forth 
a motion to repeal the 
requirement for masks 
at the Fisher Center at 
private events, effective 
Monday, April 19, contin-
gent upon the customer 
signing a waiver. Shefferd 
stated that he believed 
that the commission was 
overstepping by not al-
lowing Prom organizers 
to make the decision. The 
motion passed four to one, 
with Shefferd casting the 
lone dissenting vote. Shef-
ferd made it known that 
he would have voted in fa-
vor of the motion if it went 
into effect before prom.

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha School Board heard 
from board members from the proposed 
Championship Sports Complex for 
baseball and softball teams at Monday 
night’s meeting.

Troy Kolb, board member of the 
sports complex organization, along 
with Jeff Moore and Noel Boye ap-
peared before the school board. He 
asked the school board for a com-
mitment of $200,000 toward what he 
termed “a premier” sports complex 
that would potentially be built at No-
ble Park in three phases. The facility 
would include a renovated Paul Rockey 

Field with turf infield, an indoor prac-
tice facility and an adjacent softball 
field — also with turf.

The first phase of the project would 
be an indoor practice facility at an ap-
proximate cost of $300,000 and Kolb 
said the group would like to start con-
struction on this fall if they received the 
$200,000 commitment from the school. 
He said the city owns the property and 
is considering a long-term lease to the 
school district if the school board would 
agree to it.

Kolb said they were looking for the 
school to partner with the board in this 
facility, which would be for community 
use as well, including youth programs 
— not just school baseball and softball 

teams. The $200,000 would be seed mon-
ey for Phase I of the three-phase overall 
project — which is estimated at $1.5 to 
$1.8 million.

Kolb said by the school district part-
nering with the board — which also 
included other board members Ryan 
Meininger, Curt Weldon, Luke Moore, 
Ryan Van Peursem and Kelly Johan-
sen — this would open up possibilities 
to obtain grant funding. He also men-
tioned they had partnered with the Hi-
awatha Community Foundation to be 
a fund where residents can donate to.

Board member Amy Kopp asked 
whether the board had any money cur-
rently invested in the project and Kolb 

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

Hiawatha Chamber and Visitors 
Bureau has announced the recipients 
of the organization’s annual awards.

These awards are typically pre-
sented at the HCVB Annual Dinner 
and awards night at the beginning 
of the year, however the event was 
canceled due to COVID-19. Instead, 
HCVB Administrator Sarah Kleop-
fer said they plan to have an outdoor 
event for their Chamber members 
early this summer.

Recipients of this year’s annual 
HCVB awards are: Business of the 
Year — Hiawatha Community Hos-
pital; Organization of the Year — Hi-
awatha USD 415 School District; Vol-
unteer of the Year — Brown County 
Humane Society.

Kleopfer presented the Hiawatha 

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha School Board 
voted Monday night to remove 
the in school mask mandate 
and transition it to “highly rec-
ommended” effective at end of 
day Friday.

Board member John Wright 
made the motion, it was sec-
onded by Amy Kopp and the 
final vote was 4-3 with Wright, 
Kopp, Andrea Groth and Ian 
Schuetz voting yes and board 
members Jeff Brockhoff, Keith 
Erdley and Tom Simmer voting 
against the motion. The motion 
was made to be in effect at end 
of day Friday in order to give 
administrators time to put a 
plan of action in effect and also 
not cause any potential quaran-
tine issues this week with prom 
scheduled on Saturday.

The board members in favor 
of the motion said they felt like 
county cases were low and the 
health risk to the schools were 
also low. There had not been a 
positive case among students in 
several weeks and most recent-
ly one staff member had tested 
positive.

A few board members said 
they had been on the fence 
about the issue, while others 
were adamant in their feelings.

Board members against 
the motion expressed concern 
about finishing the school year 
strong without further quaran-
tines and making sure spring 
athletics and graduation was 
not affected.

The vote came after board 
members heard from County 
Health Officer Robin Downard, 
who reported on the continuing 
low positive COVID cases in the 
county — something that has 
been a trend since the begin-
ning of February. She also said 
that with the availability of the 
vaccines, nearly 25 percent of 
the county was fully vaccinat-
ed. When asked by board mem-
bers if quarantine protocol had 
changed recently she verified 
that it had not. If someone is 
exposed they can test after 5 
days with no symptoms and if 
that test is negative the person 
can come out of quarantine on 
Day 8. If a person declines to 
test, the quarantine is a full 10 
days as long as the person does 
not develop any symptoms of 
COVID-19. This is different 
than at the beginning when 
quarantines lasted 14 days and 
there was not an option to test 
to get out.

Downard gave a recom-
mendation to continue with 
the mask mandate within the 
schools as there was only 28 
school days left in the current 
academic year.

“I know masks are a pain, but 
I would hate to see seniors miss 
out on graduation or prom,” 
she said, noting she would still 
have to quarantine anyone who 
was exposed within that 6 feet 
for 10 minutes or more.

Downard said she wanted to 
see the district continue with 

HCVB awards Business, 
Organization and Volunteer 

of the Year honors

JOEy May | HiaWaTHa WOrLd

Hiawatha Chamber and Visitors Bureau Administrator Sarah Kleopfer — along with 
Chamber board members — presented Hiawatha Community Hospital employees with the 
organization’s annual Business of the Year award. Pictured, front from left, Karen Snyder, 
Mariah Cunningham, Dr. Julie Rosa, HCH COO Alison Kerl, HCVB Administrator Sarah 
Kleopfer, HCVB board member DeeAnn Hinkle and hospital employee Cassey Whalen; back, 
HCVB board president Kate Miller, hospital employees Julie cooper, Debbie Lyons, Tereta 
Massey, HCVB board members Ashley Olson and Andy Runer.

JOEy May | HiaWaTHa WOrLd

Hiawatha Chamber and Visitors Bureau Administrator Sarah Kleopfer presents the Organization of the Year award to USD 415 School Board 
president, Tom Simmer, along with other board members prior to Monday’s regular meeting. Presented (l-r) board members Jeff Brockhoff, 
Andrea Groth, Amy Kopp, HCVB’s Sarah Kleopfer, board members Tom Simmer, Ian Schuetz, Keith Erdley and John Wright.

Hiawatha School Board 
lifts school mask mandate, 
effective end of day Friday

HHS to celebrate prom ‘Starry Night in Hollywood’
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Hiawatha’s 2021 prom candidates are (l-r) Gunner Smith and Callyn Pavlish, 
Justin Hodge and Claire Geiger and Ethan Pruit and Raven Stroud.

School Board hears more about Championship Sports Complex
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Hiawatha City votes 
4-1 to keep masks 

at Fisher Center 
through weekend
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