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By Joey May
Hiawatha World

An empty house in Hiawatha is 
a total loss after a late night fire 
Thursday night.

Assistant Fire Chief Paul Shaefer 
reported that the Hiawatha Fire De-
partment was called to 911 Iowa St., 
about 11 p.m. for a report of smoke 
and possible fire.

He said when firefighters arrived, 

there were visible flames on the east 
side of the empty house — located on 
the south side of Iowa Street. He said 
firefighters extinguished flames on 
the outside and made entry into the 
house, where they pulled down walls 
on the east side and the ceiling to get 
to a fire in the attic.

He said a good portion of the 
flames were confined to the attic, 
but had also spread to the east side 
of the house. Firefighters cleared the 

scene and arrived back at the station 
at 2:45 a.m.

Shaefer said all natural gas and 
electricity to the house had been shut 
off in 2018 and the house had been va-
cated since that time. There were no 
occupants inside when firefighters 
arrived. He said the State Fire Mar-
shal will be investigating any cause.

Also responding was the Hiawatha 
Police Department and the Brown 
County Rescue Squad.

HOUSE A TOTAL LOSS 
AFTER OVERNIGHT FIRE

By JOSEPHiNE May

This house at 911 Iowa Street sustained major damage from a late night fire Thursday, Jan. 14.

By adam Clay
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha City Commission met on Tuesday 
evening, with the group slated to discuss the ongo-
ing make mandate inside the city limits.

The request to revisit the mask mandate was 
made by new Commissioner Brian Shefferd, who 
said he had several concerned residents contact 
him. He doesn’t think the ordinance is enforceable 
and business owners should handle mask protocol 
on an individual basis.

Mayor Bill Collins asked a representative from 
the Brown County Health Department and the Hi-
awatha Community Hospital their opinions, with 
both reps firmly in favor of maintaining the order. 
HCH CEO John Broberg also noted that those vac-
cinated should still be wearing masks in public.

Commissioner Shefferd made a motion to the re-
scind the mask mandate, but the motion died with 
no second. He made another motion to re-open the 
Fisher Center, which also died on the floor, though 
the commission and Parks and Recreation Direc-
tor Stacy Jasper said they believe the city is close 
to returning to open status. City facilities had been 
closed since Nov. 18 to help mitigate the spread of 
the Coronavirus.

Commissioner Becky Shamburg and Mayor Bill 
Collins agreed they were not ready to open city 
facilities back up or rescind the mask mandate at 
this time. Collins felt a plan needed to be in place 
before the city made a move to reopen facilities.

In other business:
 ❯ Tuesday’s meeting was the first for newly elected com-
missioners Brian Shefferd and Evans Woehlecke.

 ❯ The commission heard from two representatives of prop-
erty owners on the list of properties recently condemned 
for demolition seeking extensions. Both requests were 
denied as the commission felt the properties were either 
beyond saving or had been given enough time to make 
improvements prior to being condemned.

 ❯ Water and Lights Superintendent Brad Scott informed 
the commission that the city clock should be chiming 
again by later this week.

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

Wisdom CPAs LLC of Hi-
awatha is expanding to the Kan-
sas City area, but owner/presi-
dent Jake Wisdom, CPA wants 
the community to know that the 
expansion of his business won’t 
affect local clients.

“We’re not leaving,” Wisdom 
said this week when he sat down 
with the World to talk about his 
expanding business.

Wisdom opened his CPA firm 
at 201 S. Sixth St., in 2017 when 
he purchased the business 
from long-time CPA Marianne 
Schmitt.

This month, Wisdom an-
nounced Wisdom CPAs LLC add-
ed an additional office in Kansas 
City, Mo. in the Waldo district. 

Wisdom said Alan Bowes, CPA 
– the former owner – is joining 
Wisdom’s team to help serve 
clients in Kansas City. Wisdom 

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

Brown County Emergen-
cy Management Director Don 
Pounds informed county com-
missioners at Tuesday’s regular 
commission meeting that there 
are still hand sanitizer stations 
available for local businesses.

Pounds informed commission-
ers last week that the county 
was receiving 100 hand sanitiz-
er stations purchased with left-
over SPARK funding as part of 
COVID-19 relief for counties. At 
last week’s meeting, he told com-
missioners he planned to accept 
applications from businesses in 

the county starting Monday of 
this week. At Tuesday’s meeting, 
he informed commissioners he 
had only received 16-17 applica-
tions and was disappointed he 
had not received more.

The hand sanitizer stations are 
free to any business in the coun-
ty and limited to one per busi-
ness. Pounds said he expected 
the stands for the units to arrive 

City maintains 
mask order —  

facilities still closed 
for time being

By Joey May
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Brown County Health 
Department in conjunc-
tion with Hiawatha Com-

munity Hospital and 
Family Practice Clinics 
are beginning the pro-
cess of collecting names 
for COVID-19 vaccines.

Brown County Emer-
gency Management 
Director informed the 
Brown County Com-
missioners of the first 

planned vaccine dates at 
Tuesday morning’s regu-
lar meeting.

A vaccination site for 
Hiawatha will be Feb. 16 
at the former Hiawatha 
Lodge, located at 100 
West Lodge Road (west of 
McDonald’s) for any law 
enforcement officers and 

fire department person-
nel in the county only.

On Feb. 19 and 22, also 
at the Hiawatha Lodge, 
vaccines will be avail-
able for anyone age 65 
and older. On Feb. 23 
and 25th vaccines will be 

Local health officials collecting names for COVID-19 vaccine list
Vaccine days set 
up in the county

By giving multiple doses of a 
vaccine, the body has a chance 

to produce more antibodies 
against the virus because it is 

exposed to more antigens, which 
create more memory cells. This 

means that when the body is 
exposed to the real virus, it will 

have a faster and more effective 
antibody response. In the case 

of these two vaccines, two 
doses is the best way to create 

the most effective number of 
memory cells and antibodies.

CaNVa

Hand sanitizer  
stations available — 
vaccine dates set up
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Thanks to SPARK funding, the county 
has 100 hand sanitizer dispensers to be 
distributed.

Wisdom CPAs opens office in KCMO
Services won’t change at Hiawatha office
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Jake Wisdom, CPA (left) shakes hands 
with Alan Bowes, CPA of Kansas City, Mo. 
Wisdom recently acquired Bowes’ firm in 
the Waldo district of Kansas City, MO.

Jake Wisdom, CPa
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