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We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.

Dan Lierz
785-742-3434

DLierz@ShelterInsurance.com

AUTO INSURANCE
    RATES ARE FALLING!

Shelter Insurance® has a history of doing the right thing for our 
customers. Because the COVID-19 pandemic has led to fewer 
people driving, and fewer accidents as a result, we are lowering our 
auto insurance rates. Our current customers are seeing an average 
overall reduction of 5%*.  If you’ve ever considered Shelter for 
your auto insurance, now is a good time to get a quote and see 
how much we can save you.  See me for details!

*Not available in all states. The amount of the decrease for
individual customers will vary based on policy coverages
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As 2020 is winding 
down, the number of peo-
ple who have personally 
been affected by COVID-19 
Coronavirus has grown 
tremendously.

With cases statewide 
at approximately 162,000 
with 1,679 deaths reported 
as of mid-week, the num-
bers in the county had ris-
en to 795 on that day. In the 
month of November alone, 
the county added more 
than 500 positive cases of 
the Coronavirus.

That number is nearly 
almost 10 percent of the 
county’s population and 
doesn’t include the hun-
dreds or thousands who 

have been quarantined 
for exposure — or the 
people who have had a 
family member, friend or 
co-worker that’s been af-
fected.

In March, when the pan-
demic officially hit the 
United States, there were 
very minimal local cases – 
it was a big deal when that 
first case appeared in the 
county and when another 
one was added. Now we 
are approaching a time 
when dozens of cases are 
being added weekly in the 
county.

Healthcare resources at 
the Hiawatha Community 
Hospital and the Health 
Department are stretched 
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Stacie’s Dance Acade-
my’s annual Christmas 
show has been canceled.

Owner Stacie Newell 
said there had been issues 
with using the school fa-
cilities as in the past, due 
to the school being on 
remote learning and all 
buildings are closed due 
to this and COVID-19.

Newell reported in a 
post on the Dance Acad-
emy’s Facebook page 
that the main goal for 
the Christmas show is to 
collect toys for the Brown 

County Christmas Store 
that helps many families 
throughout Brown Coun-
ty.

To still accomplish 
this, the Dance Academy 
is sponsoring a toy drive 
on Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to noon in the Fisher Cen-
ter parking lot to benefit 
the Christmas Store.

“I encourage all of my 
dance families to come 
and drop off a toy and 
enjoy some hot chocolate 
and candy canes,” Newell 
said. “Students can dance 
if they choose to as we 
will have Christmas mu-
sic for all to enjoy.”

by Joey may
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha USD 415 School 
Board voted in a special meeting 
Monday night to extend remote 
learning with a proposed return 
to in-school learning date of 
Thursday, Dec. 10.

The board met via Zoom con-
ference with the meeting being 
aired on the district’s YouTube 
channel. The vote on remote 

learning was 5-2 with Tom Sim-
mer, Keith Erdley, Amy Kopp, 
Jeff Brockhoff and Ian Schuetz 
voting yes and John Wright and 
Andrea Groth voting against the 
motion.

This vote was made after hear-
ing from local and school health 
officials about cases within the 
schools, county and concern over 
numbers increasing this week 
following the holiday.

by Joey may
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The Hiawatha Chamber and 
Visitors Bureau has unveiled 
the design for this year’s home-
town Christmas ornament and 
greeting cards.

The HCVB began offering 

the porcelain ornament and 
greeting cards in 2019 — which 
featured Santa and reindeer in 
a sleigh gliding over the Clock 
Tower. The ornament and card 
design was created by local art-
ist Katherine Miller, who is also 
the art instructor at the elemen-
tary school and president of the 

HCVB board. Her business Mill-
er’s Weird Cards is also a Cham-
ber member.

This year’s design is a clas-
sic hometown Christmas scene 
with a horse and sleigh and a 
woman and young child in front 
of the Brown County Historical 
Society’s Memorial Auditorium 

in downtown Hiawatha.
Miller said she was excited to 

be asked to design the ornament 
and card again this year.

“Being able to lend my talents 
to a non-profit like the HCVB re-
ally brings me a lot of joy,” she 
said. “ I love my hometown, its 
history, how it comes together 

in times of challenge and always 
looks towards the future. Often 
we take it all for granted, but in 
truth it’s an attitude that isn’t 
universal around the world.”

Miller said this year’s imag-
ery reflects that aspect of our 

Dance recital canceled — toys still being collected to benefit Christmas Store

City Chamber and Visitor’s Bureau unveils design for 2020 Christmas ornament and greeting cards

Please  see design/Page a4

Hiawatha School Board extends remote learning a week

Please  see Board/Page a5
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It’s beginning to look a 
lot like Christmas!

Several communities 
turned on their downtown 
Christmas lights or held 
window openings over 
the Thanksgiving holiday 
weekend.

In Hiawatha, the Ju-
nior Master of Ceremo-
ny was “Every Child in 
Hiawatha” so in honor of 
all of the children, Santa 
Claus flipped the switch 
on the downtown lights in 
Hiawatha Monday night.

The event was aired 
live over the Hiawatha 
Chamber and Visitor Bu-
reau’s Facebook and as 
the countdown hit No. 1, 
each child was supposed 
to click on the “Love” but-
ton and Santa turned on 
the lights.
 ❯ Merry and Bright Night: 
Hiawatha Chamber Admin-
istrator Sarah Kleopfer said 
the HCVB has decided we 
need some definite holiday 
cheer and is asking local 

residents to go all out this 
year with decorations and 
Christmas lights and so far 
approximately 35 homes 
and businesses have called 
in to the Chamber office to 
have their location placed 
on the map for Merry and 
Bright Night.

IT’S BEGINNING 
TO LOOK A LOT 
LIKE CHRISTMAS

By JOSEPHiNE May

Santa throws his arms in the air to celebrate the turning on of the 
downtown lights Monday.

By JOSEPHiNE May

The Christmas lights lit up downtown Hiawatha after the lighting 
Monday.

By JOSEPHiNE May

The downtown lights in Hiawatha 
were turned on Monday night.

Please  see Christmas/Page a4

Keeping yourself 
— and others safe 

from COVID-19
Is immunity a sure thing for 
recovered positive patients?

Please  see COVid/Page a8

Hiawatha World

Betty Lou French, of Hiawatha, passed away on Tues-
day, Dec. 1 at the age of 92.

French was born Aug. 31, 1928 near 
Troy to William Everett and Verlie May 
Clary Colley. She was a lifelong resident 
of Northeast Kansas.

Following years of teaching, she mar-
ried Bill French and the two owned the 
Hiawatha Greenhouse for many years. 
He preceded her in death in 2014.

Survivors include her children Beverly 
Brock and Tony French and their families of Hiawatha, 
along with many grandchildren.

Services are being planned at Chapel Oaks Funeral 
Home in Hiawatha. For complete service and obituary 
go to www.chapeloaksfuneralhome.com.

Longtime owner of Hiawatha 
Greenhouse passes away

Betty French


