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Brown County final 
election results were post-
ed about 9:20 p.m. on Tues-
day night with a few sur-
prises.

With 18 out of 18 pre-
cincts reporting, the voter 
turnout was 42.89 percent 
as a total of 2,603 voters cast 
their ballots including 920 
early ballots out of a total of 
6,069 registered voters.

In highly contested 
races, Sheriff John Mer-
chant secured his position 
against challenger Dennis 

Entrikin — bringing in 
1,467 of the votes with En-
trikin getting 756 votes.

For Brown County 
Treasurer, Betty “BJ” 
Spiker won the primary 
1,331 to 793 votes for chal-
lenger Ann Olson.

In a surprise, challenger 
William Pollock narrowly 
beat incumbent Dwight 
Kruse 317-292 for Commis-
sioner District 3 seat.

There are not Democrat-
ic challengers for these po-
sitions.

Also running unop-
posed is Lamar Shoemak-
er for the position of Com-

missioner District 2 — the 
seat currently held by 
Keith Olsen, who did not 
file for re-election.

In uncontested races, 
Dawn M. Boyles brought 
in 1,851 votes for County 
Clerk, Nellie Brockhoff 
1,928 for Register of Deeds, 
District 22 Judge John We-
ingart 1,955 and Brown 
County Attorney Kevin 
Hill 1,730.

As a reminder, votes are 
NOT official until they are 
canvassed by the Brown 
County Commission at 
their next formal meeting.

The votes are in — Sheriff Merchant wins, Pollock narrowly beats Kruse and Spiker takes Treasurer seat
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The voting at the Fisher Center was held in the gymnasium this year to spread tables and the voters out more 
for social distancing. Volunteers and voters were encouraged to wear masks, however it was not mandatory. 
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After much discussion 
over the county’s role 
concerning enforcing 
the state’s guidelines for 
schools this coming ac-
ademic year, the Brown 
County Commission 
voted Monday morning 
to allow schools to use 
lesser or stricter guide-
lines as set forth in the 
Kansas Department of 
Education’s Navigating 
Change.

Navigating Change is 
a nearly 1,100 document 
that was provided to 
school districts in July 
and provides guidelines 
for getting students back 
into the classrooms — a 
place they haven’t been 
since early March, due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Earlier in the meeting, 
the county sought the 
advice of Brown County 
Attorney Kevin Hill, who 
recommended the com-
missioners seek an opin-

ion from county health 
officials prior to voting. 
The focus of much of 
the discussion centered 
on mandates wearing 
masks in the schools and 
some district’s desires to 
lessen those restrictions.

Hiawatha Superinten-
dent Lonnie Moser was 
present at the meeting 
and told commissioners 
that the USD 415 Dis-
trict intends to follow 
the Navigating Change 
guidelines as well as 
Governor Laura Kelly’s 
Executive Orders, which 
recommends masks age 
3 through adults — with 
some exceptions. He said 
there are a “plethora of 
possibilities” and many 
gray areas in the Nav-
igating Change guide-
lines with “very few ab-
solutes.”

“Our staff is also in fa-
vor of this,” he told the 
commissioners.”There 
are some exceptions, but 

County leaves decisions 
to school districts
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August has hit and while 
there remains many ques-
tions about the upcoming ac-
ademic year, local residents 
can rest assured teachers are 
back in action and making 
plans along with district ad-
ministrators.

USD 415 Superintendent 
Lonnie Moser said new 
teaching staff gathered 
Tuesday for new teacher 
orientation at the Hiawatha 
Middle School commons 
area. This provided room 
for the new staff members 
to spread out and maintain 
social distancing and sever-
al were wearing masks.

Teachers gathered in 
groups outside for photos of 
new staff per each building, 
spread out again to main-
tain social distancing.

Hiawatha 
Elementary

Hiawatha Elementary 
has several new instructors 

this coming academic year. 
Leighanna Stewart and Mi-
kaela Lehew are new third 
grade teachers. Nancy Linck 
and Jackie Reneberg will 
join the fourth grade teach-
ing staff. Jamie Van Peursem 
moves from her third grade 
teaching position to kinder-
garten. Also joining staff at 
the elementary school will be 
Cassie Trader, new kinder-
garten Special Education in-
structor.

Hiawatha Middle 
School

At the middle school, 
Brady Mulligan will be a new 
sixth grade history teacher. 
Crystal Willich will be a new 
fifth grade ELA (English/
Language Arts) instructor. 
Whitlea Simmons will be 
a new HMS social worker. 
Teaching band will be Kylah 
Bateman.

Transferring from the 
grade school, Marissa Le-
May will be a new Title 
reading teacher, while 
Kelsey Lee will join the 

seventh grade staff teach-
ing FACS and Science, 
while Andy Runer will be 
moving over to teach FACS 
and Social Science.

Hiawatha High 
School

Bateman will also be 
joining the HHS staff as 
band for 9th-12th. Also at 
HHS, Jeremy Bittner will 
be a new science teacher 
and Hannah Hoffman will 
be a new math teacher. 
Carl Parman will be a new 
PE/weights instructor and 
Christi Waggoner will join 
the staff as the high school 
counselor. Kelly Griswold 
is joining the HHS staff as 
the new JAG-K instructor.

Teachers will be back in 
the buildings Aug. 12 prep-
ping for the upcoming aca-
demic year, which has been 
pushed back until Sept. 2 
for kindergarten, fifth and 
ninth students with the re-
maining starting Sept. 3. 
Online enrollment begins 
this week.

Hiawatha USD 415 welcomes 
new teaching staff

Hiawatha Elementary new staff: front (l-r) Nancy 
Linck-4th; Mikaela Lehew-3rd; back (l-r) Leighanna 
Stewart-3rd; Jackie Reneberg-4th; Cassie Trader-
Kindergarten Special Ed.
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Hiawatha Middle School new staff: (l-r) Crystal Willich-5th ELA; Brady Mulligan-6th social studies; Kyla 
Bateman-5th-12th band.

Hiawatha High new staff: (l-r) Hannah Hoffman-math; 
Carl Parman-weights/PE; Christi Waggoner-HHS 
counselor; Jeremy Bittner-biology; Kelly Griswold-
JAG/K; Kyley Bateman 9th/12th
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Hospital CEO 
John Broberg joined 
the Brown County 
Commission meet-
ing via Zoom con-
ference Monday 
morning to provide 
a hospital update and also 
encouraged the commis-
sioners to reconsider a 
mask mandate.

While Brown County 
COVID-19 coronavirus 
cases remain relatively 
low at 36 on Monday morn-
ing, Broberg gave several 
statistics that were con-
cerning — noting there 
has been a 179 percent in-
crease in the ER with pa-
tients presenting COVID 
symptoms.

“While waiting for the 
release of the vaccine, we 
are asking the commis-
sioners to please join us in 

the fight to slow the 
spread of COVID-19 
by mandating the 
use of face coverings 
in our communi-
ties in order to keep 
businesses thriv-
ing, schools open, 
our healthcare re-
sources available 

and our community mem-
bers healthy,” he said.

Broberg said the hos-
pital officials felt that 
wearing face coverings 
when out in public was 
critical to stop the spread 
of COVID-19, noting “we 
don’t want to get back to 
being shut down.” He not-
ed he was in Kansas City 
at a public shopping area 
and was pleased to see a 
number of people wearing 
masks.

He likened the wear-
ing of face coverings to 

Hospital officials encourage 
county to reconsider  

mask mandates
By Adam Clay
Hiawatha World

Hiawatha Hospi-
tal CEO John Broberg 
was present at Monday 
night’s meeting of the 
Hiawatha City Commis-
sion, and presented the 
commission with a re-
quest for the city to man-
date the use of masks 
in public places where 
social distancing is not 
feasible.

The Commission dis-
cussed the proposal, but 
ultimately declined to 
move toward a mandate. 
Mayor Bill Collins stated 
his support for Broberg 
and the hospital, as well 
as for the use of masks, 
but said that the difficul-
ty of enforcing a mask 
mandate made the propo-
sition counterproductive.

Police Chief John De-
fore pitched in that a 
mask mandate would be 
a civil, rather than crimi-
nal matter, thus impossi-
ble to enforce — similar 

to the familiar “No shirt, 
no shoes, no service” 
signs seen in stores. He 
did note that a business 
could have anyone who 
violated a mask require-
ment on their premises 
charged with criminal 
trespass.

Broberg informed the 
commission that Brown 
County has recorded 
36 cases of COVID-19. 
He stated that it took 
the county nearly two 
months to get to 14 cases, 
but that in the last month 
that number has grown 
by almost 200 percent. 
The hospital CEO said 
that the virus continues 
to weigh down resources 
at all facilities, and said 
that the use of masks “is 
not about politics — it is 
about science and public 
health.”

The request was ac-
companied by letters 
of support from Maple 
Heights, The Pines, Vin-
tage Park and Heartland 
Realty.

Hiawatha City Commission  
supports masks, will not mandate
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