
Are you… 
doubting the benefi ts of Covid restrictions? 

eager to visit loved ones? 
anxious about your kids’ education? 

fearful of losing your personal liberties? 
a business owner who has been hurt as 
a result of lockdowns and mandates? 
nervous to speak out to policymakers? 

You are not alone… 
We are a group of regular people who love 

our country and are committed to preserving 
our civil liberties and freedoms. Find out 
how to be part of the solution by emailing 

browncountylibertyalliance@gmail.com

75144406
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by Joey May
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The big news of the week 
continued to be the Po-
lar Vortex and a historic 
winter storm that swept 
across the United States 
causing ice, snow in and 
very frigid record-break-
ing temperatures across 
the Midwest.

Ice storms and snow 
were sweeping across Tex-
as — which led to power 
outages for much of the 
state — Oklahoma was 
seeing historic amounts of 
snow and the center of the 

United States was seeing 
record-breaking tempera-
tures. According to the 
National Weather Service, 
Kansas was showing the 
coldest temperatures in 
the country early week.

Temperatures in down-
town Hiawatha on Tues-

day morning were read-
ing -16 degrees F shortly 
before 8 a.m as residents 
were starting to get out 
and about to start their 
day. Combined with wind 
chills — the “real-feel” 
temperature was around 
-30 degrees Tuesday morn-

ing. This was the lowest 
temperature for Northeast 
Kansas since December of 
1989 and the lowest reading 
on the temperature gauge 
since the Polar Vortex set-
tled in early last week.

The good news is the 
vortex was blowing out of 
the area even starting lat-
er Tuesday and the high 
on Wednesday was pro-
jected to be around 18-20 
degrees F and by the end 
of the week closer to 30 de-
grees F.

According to the Nation-
al Weather Service, the 
term “vortex” refers to the 
counter-clockwise flow 
of air that helps keep the 
colder air near the Poles. 
Many times during win-
ter in the northern hemi-
sphere, the polar vortex 
will expand, sending cold 
air southward with the 

by adam Clay
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha City 
Commission met Tuesday 
evening and approved sev-
eral bids for services over 

the coming year, as well as 
for a handful of purchases.

After the bid process, 
the Commission voted to 
renew their current health 
insurance policies for the 
year. Despite a small in-

crease, the medical and 
dental coverage through 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Kansas, as well as vision 
coverage through VSP, 
still fits within the annual 
budget. The city currently 

covers 100% of employee 
plans and 74.5% for spous-
es and dependents.

A bid from Nemaha Val-
ley Motors was approved 

by adam Clay
Hiawatha World

Hiawatha City Com-
mission meetings have 
been dominated in recent 
weeks by discussions of 
the city’s mask mandates 
and this week was no ex-
ception.

The group met this 
Monday, and heard from 
five local citizens regard-
ing the city’s mask re-
quirements, along with 
comments from commis-
sioners and local health-
care representatives.

Former Hiawatha 
resident Jason Dvorak 
spoke of his experience 
with the CDC a year ago, 
after traveling to Eu-
rope. Dvorak stated that 
concerns over the state 
of Europe’s health con-

cerns were exaggerated, 
but felt mistreated and 
exposed by the CDC upon 
his return. Dvorak said 
that he believes that lo-
cal businesses should be 
able to decide for them-
selves how masks are 
handled, but did state 
his belief that whatever 
a business’s preferences 
are should be followed. 
Dvorak was joined in 
speaking to the com-
mission by his daughter 
Jocelyn, who voiced her 
concern that high school 
students were not being 
heard in their concerns 
about mask require-
ments. Jocelyn noted 
the lack of masks in or-
ganized sports and in 
restaurants as proof that 
mandates were being en-
forced based on agenda.

Richard Schilling was 
on hand, as well, and 
shared his belief that 
rights are granted by 
God, while also shar-
ing that he believes that 
Covid-19 is not going 

by Joey May
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The Hiawatha School Board met 
in special session Tuesday morn-
ing and voted to move forward on 
elementary school parking lot and 
driving lane improvements, sched-
uled for Summer 2021.

These improvements include a 
separate exit, a revised driving 
lane that will no longer be two-way 
and islands and parking spaces for 
parked cars.

At the last couple of regular 
monthly meetings, a few board 
members expressed concern over 
the flow of traffic at the elementary 
and some said they had been con-
tacted by numerous parents with 
concern.

The current entry drive comes off 
of Miami Street on the east edge of 
the property and offers two lanes — 

one for circling around for drop offs 
in front of the schools and around 
the flagpole, then the other flows 
the traffic away from in front of the 
school. Drivers can also currently 
continue past the flagpole and enter 
the parking lot, then leave by way of 
another exit on the east side of the 
parking lot that flows back into the 
“out” lane.

The school recently posted signs 
that specified “right turns only” out 
of the exit lane to mitigate the flow 
of traffic, however there are still is-
sues with cars getting backed up.

The buses have their own lane 
along Miami Street and do not have 
to travel through the drive, some-
thing that had been added as the 
city completed the Miami Street re-
placement project a few years ago.

After discussions about some 

By JOSEPHiNE May

Hiawatha’s Winter Homecoming royalty was crowned at 
halftime of the boys game against Holton Friday night. Pictured 
are Queen abigail Lowe and King Mitch Bryan. For more 
photos see pages 9-10 of the print edition or online at www.
hiawathaworldonline.com.

HiaWaTHa WiNTEr  
HOMECOMiNG rOyaLTy

RECORD-BREAKING TEMPERATURES 
LEAD TO ‘ROLLING BLACKOUTS’
Historic winter 
storms sweep 

across the 
United States

By JEFF May

The big news of the week were the sub-zero temperatures that settled in over the region early week thanks to the Polar Vortex that affected much 
of the nation’s central states. This photo was from shortly before 8 a.m. Tuesday, and wind chills were thought to make the “real-feel” temperature 
around -30 degrees F.

EVErGy

Evergy announced customers will experience “rolling blackouts” to 
conserve energy as temperatures reach record lows.

School Board moves forward on parking lot improvements

PHOTOS By JOSEPHiNE May

This sign stipulates a right turn only coming 
out of the Hiawatha Elementary School drive to 
make the flow of traffic less congested.

City hears mask 
comments; City Hall 

remains closed
Residents 
can make 

appointments 
by phone, email

Commission approves bids for 2021, renews health insurance
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