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By Joey May
Hiawatha World

Memorial Weekend 
weather was split with some 
sun, breeze, warm weather 
and lots of rain toward the 
end.

But that didn’t keep people 
away from honoring their 
loved ones and the country’s 
fallen heroes at Hiawatha 
cemeteries over the week-
end. Both Hiawatha Cem-
etery and Mt. Hope were 
adorned with colorful flow-
ers and countless flags in 
honor of Memorial Day.

The American Legion Ho-
mer White Post 66 installed 
the flags Saturday morn-
ing and the day prior put 
out small flags and poppies, 
along with the Legion Auxil-
iary, on veteran graves.

This year, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and re-
quired social distancing, the 
Legion canceled the regular 
services held at the Memo-
rial Auditorium downtown 
and also decided not to in-
clude local youth such as 
4-H and Scouts in the instal-
lation of the flag as a precau-
tion.

The first national celebra-
tion of Memorial Day took 
place May 30, 1868, at Ar-
lington National Cemetery. 
Originally known as Deco-
ration Day, it originated in 
the years following the Civil 
War and became an official 
federal holiday in 1971

MEMORIAL DAY  
REMEMBRANCE

PHOTOS By JOEy May

A flag waved proudly over the Civil War canon and headstones of soldiers at the Hiawatha Cemetery, 
while Memorial Day flowers were added to the stone urn.

Flags — installed by the American 
Legion Homer White Post 66 on 
Saturday morning, blow in the breeze 
Saturday along First Street at the 
Hiawatha Cemetery.

a view across Mt. Hope  
Cemetery show the avenue of Flags.

By adam Clay
Hiawatha World

It was a shocking dis-
covery for Hiawatha 
homeowner Rachael Gar-
cia — no one expects to 
find raw sewage pooling 
in neighboring yard.

And if it would come to 
pass, one would expect 
the health hazard to be 
addressed in a timely 
manner. To Garcia’s sur-
prise, she discovered just 
that situation weeks ago, 
and has been unable to 
find suitable resolution.

Garcia, who owns a 
home on the 800 block of 
Kickapoo Street in Hi-
awatha, was unsure of 
where to turn when she 
first discovered the prob-
lem, eventually settling 
on letting the Hiawatha 
Police Department know 
of the sewage pooling in 
a tire in the yard of the 

adjacent property at 302 
S. 8th Street. From there, 
Garcia was pointed to 
City Code Enforcement 
Officer David Wilson.

Garcia states that Wil-
son did what he could 
with the situation, as 
the property had been 
declared uninhabitable, 
but says she was told that 
because there are people 
living on the premises, 
nothing could be done 
immediately. A placard 
has been placed on the 
door of the home, and the 
property owner has been 
notified via letter of the 
need to resolve the issue, 
but Garcia says nothing 
has been done with the 
sewage problem itself.

Feeling she was not be-
ing heard by local author-
ities, Garcia then reached 
out further.

Local resident concerned 
with unsanitary conditions 
at neighboring property

By adaM CLay

Raw sewage in the yard at 302 S. 8th has caused concern for a 
neighbor, who has filed complaints with local and state authorities.

By Joey May  |  Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha Police Department is 
investigating a burglary and theft at 
the First United Methodist Church.

According to Chief John Defore, po-
lice officers responded at 12:55 p.m. 
on Tuesday to the church, located at 
410 Hiawatha Ave., for a burglary and 
theft call. Officers met with Pastor 
Andrew Finch, who reported the bur-
glary and that electronic items were 
stolen from the church.

Chief Defore said officers are work-
ing to identify the suspects from sur-
veillance camera footage collected 
from the church. He deferred all other 
questions to Brown County Attorney 
Kevin Hill.

Police investigating  
burglary at United  
Methodist Church

By Joey May
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The Hiawatha Farm-
ers Market is kicking off 
Thursday, June 4 with a 
few changes this year.

Market Director An-
gela Twombly said she is 
excited about this year’s 
market, but said due to 
the virus they are doing 
things a little differently.

“I am doing my best to 
try to comply with rules 
and regulations to keep 
our vendors and custom-
ers safe while still pro-
viding local goods!” she 
said.

Twombly said the 
market will again be in 
the normal place from 
4-6:30 p.m. Thursdays — 

on the city grounds near 
the skate park — through 
the last week of Septem-
ber. The entrance is on 
East Iowa, just west of the 
Fisher Center entrance. 
The address is 199 E. 
Iowa.

She said there are sev-
eral returning vendors, 
and some new ones too.

“Remember that every-
thing is grown and made 
locally, so produce will 
be according to what is in 
season in our area, and 
how the weather effects 
everything. Even baked 
goods can be limited to 
time and availability of 
ingredients!” she said.

Twombly said the plan 

Hiawatha Farmers Market 
kicks off next week with  
a few changes in the mix
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By Joey May
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Statewide cases of COVID-19 
continue to increase daily with 
mid-week numbers hovering 
around 9,300 throughout 88 coun-
ties and a little over 200 deaths.

In Brown County, the num-
ber has increased to seven total 
cases, but no information was 
available on individual numbers. 
County Health Director Chastity 
Schumann said five of those have 
recovered. She is meeting with 
the Brown County Commission 
Friday morning to discuss coun-
ty guidelines.

In neighboring counties, 
Nemaha has 14 positive, Atchi-

son 21, Jackson County 91 and 
Doniphan County 12.

The Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment is con-
tinuing to closely monitor sev-
eral clusters and high reporting 
counties throughout the state 
— which include Finney County 
1,417 cases, Ford County 1,628, 
Johnson County 788, Leaven-
worth County 1,073, Lyon 386, 
Sedwick 543, Seward 838, Shaw-
nee 272 and Wyandotte 1,315.

New guidance on quarantine 
recommendations for those who 
have traveled is available on the 
state’s new website at the site, 
www.covid.ks.gov. Also check www.
coronavirus.kdheks.gov for up to 
date case information.

Brown County increases to seven 
cases; more than 9,300 statewide


