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Santa Claus made his 
grand entrance to down-
town Hiawatha Saturday 
night.

Santa arrived at the 
Brown County Historical 
Society’s downtown Memo-
rial Auditorium and mu-
seum, on an antique fire 
truck, thanks to the Robin-
son Fire Department and 
Chief Dennis Tietjens.

Just as he arrived, the Jr. 
Masters of Ceremony — Ali 
and Mady Krauter — flipped 
the switch to turn the lights 
on downtown, recently put 
up on all of the downtown 
lamp posts courtesy of the 
City of Hiawatha!

Inside a beautifully deco-
rated museum, Santa greet-
ed families and posed for 
photos taken by Tiff’s Touch 
Photography — Tiffany 
Hasenohr — and picked up 
hot cocoa, candy canes and 
popcorn!

The event was sponsored 
by the Hiawatha Chamber 
and Visitors Bureau, along 
with the Brown County His-
torical Society. Photos from 
Tiff’s Touch Photography of 
families with Santa will be 
posted on the HCVB Face-
book site soon.

The HCVB has an-
nounced that due to sched-
ule conflicts of homeowners 
that led to lower participa-
tion this year, the Holiday 
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The Hiawatha City 
Commission now has 10 
days to name a replace-
ment commissioner, after 
John Merchant, Jr. re-
signed his position at Mon-
day’s meeting, following a 
failed attempt to reinstate 
recently terminated Fire 
Chief Ryan Shockley.

The meeting was 
well-attended by both con-
cerned community mem-
bers and members of the 
fire department.

The resignation came 
after the commission 
heard comments from 
Assistant Fire Chief Paul 
Shaefer, who spoke on 
Shockley’s behalf. Shock-
ley was terminated from 
his position following an 
executive session at the 
Nov. 18 commission meet-
ing, without any public 
comment as to a reason.

Shaefer called the sud-
den firing a “huge slap 
in the face,” and spoke to 
Shockley’s leadership and 
teaching abilities, and said 
that the Hiawatha Fire De-
partment is “as strong as it 
can be, right now,” thanks 
to Shockley’s efforts. Shae-
fer cited a list of 53 notes 
taken from one-on-one 

meetings between de-
partment members and 
commissioners in April, 
which have been, to his 
knowledge, unaddressed 
by the commission in the 
interim, and were given to 
the department at the time 
of Shockley’s termination. 
According to Shaefer, 
Shockley had turned the 
department around since 
that time. During his pub-
lic comment, he Assistant 
Chief asked the commis-
sion what could be done to 
reinstate the former chief. 
Mayor Bill Collins stated 
that action by the commis-
sion is the only way to fill 
an appointed position, at 
which point Commission-
er Merchant put forth a 
motion to reinstate.
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The Hiawatha USD 415 
School District is mourning 
the death of a teacher.

Monday evening, Superin-
tendent Lonnie Moser issued 
a letter to the patrons on the 
district’s Facebook page to in-
form them of the death of Dixie 
Pethoud, teacher at Hiawatha 
Middle School, unexpectedly 
due to a sudden illness.

“This loss is profound as 
Ms. Pethoud impacted count-
less students in her 26 years 
with USD 415,” Moser said. 
“This semester, she taught 
Family and Consumer Sci-
ence, 7th grade History, and 
5th/6th grade Technolo-
gy. Ms. Pethoud genuinely 
cared for her students and 
colleagues. She had a won-
derfully positive outlook and 
will be deeply missed.”

Moser went on to say that 
USD 415 and HMS faculty are 
committed to ensuring the 
students and staff have need-
ed resources during this dif-

ficult time. He said additional 
counselors, social workers 
and other personnel will be 
present for the days ahead to 
assist students and staff with 
their emotional needs.

Services for Dixie Peth-
oud have not been an-
nounced yet.

Please keep Ms. Pethoud’s 
family and loved ones in 
your thoughts and prayers.
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The 26th annual TUBACHRISTMAS concert will be 
at noon on Saturday, Dec. 14 at the Brown County Court-
house.

Carol Speidel is carrying on the tradition of the 
TUBACHRISTMAS in memory of her husband, Jerry 
Speidel, who passed away in 2018.

Jerry Speidel and Hiawatha band instructor 26 
years ago, Kevin Pennel, co-founded the Hiawatha 
TUBACHRISTMAS — based on a national event. That 
year, he contacted the national organization to register 
Hiawatha and the rest is history. David Reiter, band in-
structor from Mound City, Mo., signed on as conductor of 
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Hiawatha Elementary 
School teachers Kend-
elle Runer, Bri Jones and 
Andy Runer have been 
nominated for the 2018-
2019 national LifeChanger 
of the Year award.

Sponsored by the 

National Life Group 
Foundation, the national 
LifeChanger of the Year 
program recognizes and 
rewards the very best 
K-12 public and private 
school educators and em-
ployees across the United 

Santa Claus arrives in Hiawatha!

Check out our schedule of upcoming holiday events

PHOTOS By JOSEPHiNE May

Santa Claus arrived downtown Saturday night via an antique fire truck, thanks to Robinson Fire Chief Dennis Tietjens, who gave him a ride.

Santa Claus arrived in downtown Hiawatha Saturday night to visit with 
families at the Brown County Historical Society’s Memorial Auditorium 
and museum.

Commissioner 
resigns amidst 

Fire Department 
shakeup backlash
Fire Department at odds with commission 

over recent termination of chief

John Merchant Jr.

SUBMiTTEd

Ryan Shockley, who had served as chief since May 2018, was recently 
terminated from his position by the Hiawatha City Commission.

Hiawatha school district 
mourns death of teacher

COUrTESy USd 415 HiaWaTHa SCHOOLS

Dixie Pethoud, a teacher in USD 
415 Hiawatha schools for 26 
years, passed away on Monday.

TUBACHRISTMAS  
Concert set for Dec. 14

This photo of Jerry Speidel 
was taken a few years 
back at the Merry Tuba 
Christmas concert, held 
every year in December 
in the Brown County 
Courthouse. Speidel, who 
passed away in 2018, 
co-founded the event 25 
years ago and his wife, 
Carol, is carrying on in his 
memory.
By JOEy May

Support your LifeChanger! Three district teachers nominated for  
National LifeChanger of the Year award
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