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By Adam Clay
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha City Commission met 
on Monday evening, and Mayor Bill 
Collins addressed the roadwork that 
has been going on around Hiawatha.

Collins urged citizens to stay patient 
with the process, saying, “Any time you 
have progress, you have to suffer a lit-
tle.”

Collins comments followed an update 
from City Administrator Mike Nichols 
on developments with the street proj-
ects.

The commission voted to approve an-
nual ordinances for public offenses and 
traffic regulations, and also agreed to 
approve an ordinance to re-zone prop-
erty at 727 Iowa Street from R-1 Res-

idential – Low Density to 1-1 Light In-
dustrial District. The move allows for 
work to move forward on a new storage 
unit facility. Also approved was a re-
quest for road closure for the Homer 
White procession on Aug. 3.

Police Chief John Defore addressed 
the commission, requesting a 50 cent 
raise for Police Officer Justin Keller, as 
well as a promotion and a 50 cent raise 
for Officer Trevor Fee. Both requests 
were approved by the commission.

Defore and City Clerk Tish Sims 
also requested a paid day off for Police 
Clerk Barb Mauslein in recognition 
of her work on National Night Out, as 
well as in other areas, which was also 
approved.

By Adam Clay
Hiawatha World

Navigating Hiawatha’s street sys-
tems has not been the easiest of tasks, 
lately, but Hiawatha City Administra-
tor Mike Nichols says progress on the 
array of construction projects around 
town is picking up steam.

The most visible work has been the 
Brick Streets project, restoring the 
brick road on Utah Street between 
6th and 7th Streets. Currently the 
longest-running project due to the 

time-consuming process, Nichols said 
Amino Brothers Company plans to 
have work completed by this Friday, 
Aug. 2. The Utah Street project is the 
first of a three phase plan to restore 
the brick streets around the east, south 
and west sides of the courthouse.

Another project that has been a fre-
quent topic of conversation is the on-
going work on Miami Street. Nichols 
said that AHRS has completed the first 
few blocks of their project, and poured 
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On Monday, the Brown 
County Commission ap-
proved for publication a 
proposed $11.3 million 
budget for 2020 that calls 
for a tax levy decrease of 
nearly a half mill.

The proposed budget 
calls for an estimated tax 

rate of 31.471 mills, which 
will generate more than 
$6.2 million in revenue. 
Due to a more than $8 mil-
lion increase in the coun-
ty’s assessed valuation, 
the county will collect an 
additional $174,000 in tax-
es — despite the decrease 
in the mill levy.

The commission has a 

public hearing scheduled 
for their Aug. 12 meeting 
to consider adoption of the 
budget.

At last week’s county 
commission meeting, the 
commissioners shaved off 
$77,876 overall from the 
proposed department bud-
gets.

By Joey May
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The Brown County 
Clerk’s office is preparing 
for a primary election on 
Tuesday, Aug. 6.

Although several offices 
are being voted on in the 
November General Elec-
tion, only one office will be 
voted on for the primary 
— Horton Commissioner of 
Parks and Recreation.

The position is a four-year 
term, currently held by Bob-
by Bacon, who has filed for 
re-election. Other filings for 
the position are: Glen Ob-
bards, James D. Stuart and 
Richard J. Lovelady.

Early voting is open 
during regular business 
hours in the County Clerk’s 
office until noon on Mon-
day, Aug. 5. The primary 
will be held on Tuesday, 
Aug. 6, in the City of Horton 
only at the Blue Building.
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Former Hiawatha busi-
nessman James C. “Jim” 
McQueen, 88, died unex-
pectedly Wednesday, July 
24.

Born at Highland, Mc-
Queen lived most of his life 
in Hiawatha and attended 
schools here — graduating 
with the Class of 1949. He 
served with the Kansas 
Army National Guard, 
based in Hiawatha, and his 
specialty was radio repair. 
He was discharged after 9 
years of service and went 
to work for Brown Elec-
tric for many years before 
purchasing the business 
in the early 1960s. After 
the death of Mrs. Brown, 
he changed the name of 
the business to McQueen 
Radio & TV, which he op-
erated in downtown Hi-
awatha until he retired in 
1995. He not only repaired 

radios and televisions, but 
also did appliance repair, 
installed TV antennas and 
much more.

McQueen is survived 
by his wife, Betty, of the 
home, along with two 
sons, Michael of Lansing 
and Brian of Hiawatha.

A celebration of his life 
was Tuesday at the First 
Christian Church in Hi-
awatha. See www.chape-
loaksfuneralhome.com for a 
full obituary or page 2 of 
today’s paper.

By JOEy May

The downtown planters provide a sweet rest for butterflies, bees and even hummingbirds as they feed on the 
sweet nectar of the flowers planted there.

SWEET NECTarMayor comments on street 
projects at city meeting

Street projects rolling 
toward completion

By JOEy May

By the end of last week work had extended all the way to the Sixth and Utah Street intersection as the 
tedious task of laying each brick was continuing.

County budget calls for tax levy decrease

By Joey May
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Homer White Week kicked off 
Wednesday night in Hiawatha 
around the courthouse square down-
town.

The Lions Club served up burgers 
and dogs, there were a couple dozen 
beautiful antique cars, trucks and 
motorcycles out for a car show and 
the Community Jazz Band played.

All of this was a kick-off to the 4-day 
celebration of Hiawatha’s hometown 
hero Homer White, who was laid to 
rest Aug. 3, 1919 after being killed 
in action in Germany at the end of 
World War I. White was a motorcy-
cle courier and was killed in Feb-
ruary of 1919 in an accident. While 
Armistic Day had already happened 
— Nov. 11, 1918 — President Harding 

Homer White Week kicks 
off with downtown picnic

A couple dozen antique cars, trucks and motorcycles turned out downtown for the car show as part 
of the Homer White event around the square Wednesday.

Primary 
election set 
for Aug. 6

Former Hiawatha 
businessman Jim 

McQueen passes away
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