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by Joey may
Hiawatha World

Services for a 16-year-old, 
who died in a car accident 
early Sunday, have been set 
for Friday at the First Bap-
tist Church of Hiawatha.

Ian Marcus Miller, 16, of 
Hiawatha died early Sunday, 
Nov. 17 as a result of injuries sustained 
in a car accident about a mile west of Hi-
awatha at U.S. 36 and Horned Owl Road.

Miller was one of five teenagers in a 

Toyota Corolla that crashed 
around 12 o’clock Sunday 
morning. Three others — 
Andrew Kreek, Gabe Cor-
bett and Nevaeh Dismang 
— remain hospitalized at 
KU Hospital in Kansas City, 
Kansas, and another — An-
drew Woods — was treat-
ed at Hiawatha Commu-

nity Hospital for minor injuries and 
released. (See accompanying story for 

by Joey may
Hiawatha World

A Hiawatha teen who 
has remained unconscious 
since a fatality accident 
Sunday morning, has now 
regained consciousness.

“Andrew is awake” ac-
cording to a report by his 
mother in “Andrew Kreek’s 
road to recovery” Facebook 
page. Andrew O. Kreek, 17, 
of Hiawatha, was the driver 
in the early morning Sun-
day crash at U.S. 36 and 
Horned Owl Road — just a 
mile west of Hiawatha — 
that involved five teenagers 
from Hiawatha. Ian Miller, 
a 16-year-old junior at Hi-
awatha High School, was 
killed in the accident.

The Kansas Highway 
Patrol reported that Kreek 
was driving a 2010 Toyo-
ta Corolla at a high rate 
of speed northbound on 
Horned Owl Road and ex-
perienced a loss of control 
at the wheel. The initial 
KHP report did not verify 
which direction the vehi-
cle was headed, but Sheriff 
John Merchant confirmed 
Kreek was driving north-
bound on Horned Owl Road 
as he approached U.S. 36.

The Highway Patrol 
said the Corolla is be-
lieved to have exited the 
roadway into the left ditch, 
at a point where the path 
of the road abruptly veers 
to the right. The car went 
airborne, rotating in the 

by Joey may
Hiawatha World

The half-cent sales tax question to benefit the Hi-
awatha Community Hospital on the Nov. 5 ballot was 
defeated by 2 votes.

That became official after canvassing 40 provi-
sional ballots by the Brown County Commission 
Monday morning revealed the final count: No-1,285 
to Yes-1,283 to a packed room that included Hiawatha 
and Horton city officials, along with representatives 
from Hiawatha Community Hospital. Assisting 
with the vote canvassing were County Clerk Melis-
sa Gormley, Deputy Clerk Dawn Boyles and Brown 
County Attorney Kevin Hill, who advised the com-
missioners on state statutes for reasons to dismiss a 
provisional ballot.

On election night, Tuesday, Nov. 5, the final tally 
after counting all 18 precincts was 1267 No and 1264 
yes votes. That Friday, an additional 7 mail-in ballots 
were counted, which brought the vote to No-1,270 to 
Yes-1,268 votes.

After reviewing the 40 provisional ballots, 10 of 
them were dismissed due to reasons of no registra-
tion and no photo ID. Two ballots were hand counted 
— both yes votes — due to marks on the ballot. As 
the commissioners reviewed the remainder of the 
ballots, they were accepted for reasons according to 
state statute — such as a change of address within 
the county. Another voter had to provide a photo ID 
before Monday’s canvassing.

This is the second time voters have cast their bal-
lots on this countywide tax. In May, the same ques-
tion was brought to voters in a special election. It 
was defeated by 29 votes at that time.

A half-cent sales tax could generate $750,000 to 
$800,000 in annual revenue countywide. Hospital 

by Joey may
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It’s beginning to look a 
lot like Christmas in Hi-
awatha!

The leaves have fallen, 
the new Christmas lights 
were installed downtown 
just this week by city 
crews and groups such as 
the Hiawatha Chamber 

and Visitors Bureau are 
busy planning holiday 
events.

First off is welcoming 
Santa Claus to town on 
the evening of Saturday, 
Nov. 30!

Christmas Lighting/Santa 
Comes to Town: The annu-
al turning on of the down-
town Christmas lights 
is set for 6 o’clock sharp 

on Saturday, Nov. 30 in 
downtown Hiawatha. 
Santa will arrive via fire 
truck to the Brown Coun-
ty Historical Society’s 
Memorial Auditorium, 
where he will greet chil-
dren inside of the foyer of 
the museum.

Join Santa and the JR. 

by Adam Clay
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha City Com-
mission met on Monday 
evening, and after extend-
ing an Executive Session 
twice to discuss non-elect-
ed personnel matters, 
voted unanimously to ter-
minate Fire Chief Ryan 
Shockley and appoint As-
sistant Fire Chief Gene 
Atland as the Acting Fire 
Chief until a permanent 
appointment can be made.

No reason was given for 
the termination.

Reached for comment 
on Tuesday, City Admin-
istrator Mike Nichols said, 
“The Commission decid-
ed they wanted to go in a 
different direction,” and 
noted that Shockley is still 
a member of the Fire De-
partment.

The commission also 
voted to pass an ordinance 
to prohibit the use of elec-
tronic cigarettes in public 
places and places of em-
ployment. Mayor Bill Col-
lins said he introduced the 
idea a while back and the 
entire commission was on 

board from the beginning. 
Collins cited recent re-
ports that vaping may be 
even more harmful that 
cigarette smoking. City 
Attorney Andy Delaney 
noted that the ordinance 
is very similar to the Kan-
sas Clean Air Act, but cov-
ers vaping where the act 
does not.

In other business:
   The commission ap-

proved a bid from Kim-
mi Saw Mill for the sale 
of  cottonwood trees at 
Hansbury Springs and a 
payment of  $349,531.93 to 
AHRS for the Citywide 
Street Sales Tax Project.

   City Administrator 
Mike Nichols also gave an 
update on the street proj-
ects, noting that 4th and 
6th Streets are nearly com-
pleted, which will bring 
the total of  completed 
work to 32 blocks, with the 
project set for completion 
next August. Streets Su-
perintendent Nic Sieben-
morgen also addressed the 
completed work, inform-
ing the commission and 
cautioning citizens that 
the Street Department will 
be going light on ice melt 
on new concrete streets 

Services set  
for Ian Miller

Ian Miller

By JOSEPHiNE May

Flowers, a flag and a metal heart have been lovingly placed near the site of an accident early last Sunday 
morning involving five teenagers from Hiawatha. Ian Miller, 16, lost his life in the accident and three others 
remain hospitalized in serious to very critical condition.

Hiawatha 
teen regains 

consciousness 
four days after 

fatality accident
16-year-old Ian 
Miller was killed 
in accident that 

involved 5 area teens
Hospital sales 
tax defeated 
by 2 votes

By JOEy May | HiaWaTHa WOrLd

The Brown County Commission met Monday morning to canvass 
the 40 provisional ballots from the Nov. 5 election. From left, 
Commissioners Dwight Kruse, Keith Olsen and Richard Lehmkuhl, 
County Clerk Melissa Gormley (facing away) and County Attorney 
Kevin Hill.

It’s beginning to look like Christmas in Hiawatha

PHOTOS By JOEy May

It’s beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas in downtown Hiawatha 
as city crews put up the decorations 
downtown. They will be turned on at 
6 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 30.

City crews took advantage 
of this week’s nice 
weather to put up 
Christmas decorations in 
downtown Hiawatha. Here, 
city employee Ryan Smith 
is getting ready to hang 
a stocking decoration 
on the lamp post at the 
southeast corner of the 
courthouse square. The 
annual Christmas lighting 
is set for 6 p.m. on Nov. 
30, with Santa coming 
to town at the Memorial 
Auditorium.

City Commission parts ways with Fire Chief
Commission votes to prohibit public vaping
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