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Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!

by Joey may
Hiawatha World

A red truck has often been used 
as an image representing the holi-
day season in recent years.

People can find it on many season-
al home decor items, it is popular on 
T-shirts and has become one of the 
symbols of everyone’s favorite Hall-
mark Christmas movies.

Well this year, a local family has 
created the ultimate Hallmark pho-
to opportunity at Mulberry Pond, 
which offers a pumpkin patch and 
store in the fall as well.

Staci Charles, owner, said she 

and husband Merle bought the 1950 
Dodge shortbed truck in September 
to be used as a photo spot for fami-
lies vising the pumpkin patch.

They found it on the Facebook 
Marketplace and were fortunate 
that it wasn’t very far away — from 
a man living in the country between 
Hiawatha and Atchison.

“It does not currently run, but we 
may try to get it running this year,” 
she said. “We decided to make it 
available to people over the holi-
days as well.”

The Charles added a wreath, 
Christmas tree and a sign that 
says “Fresh Cut Christmas Trees.” 

There is a bench in the back and 
some blankets to add to the cozy 
Christmas Tree Farm effect.

“Numerous families have come 
out to get their family picture for 
the holidays,” Charles said.

Charles said the truck will re-
main up through New Year’s and 
any family wanting to schedule a 
time can contact her through the 
Mulberry Pond Facebook page.

The red truck has been an iconic 
image that signifies warmth and 
bringing people together for the 
holidays.

Wishing you have a “Red Truck 
Christmas!”

A ‘RED TRUCK CHRISTMAS’
By JOEy May

An old red truck is often used as an image of bringing people together for the holiday season. At Mulberry Pond, Merle and Staci Charles have their 
very own red truck on display as an opportunity for area families to take photos.

by Joey may
Hiawatha World

Hiawatha was buzzing Saturday 
night as families were out to see 
Merry and Bright Night.

An event sponsored by the Hi-
awatha Chamber and Visitors 
Bureau, Merry and Bright Night 
is one night in December where 
everyone is encouraged to go all 
out with lights and decorations 
for the holidays. The first event 
was in 2020 and due to COVID 
many close-contact events were 
canceled. The Chamber scheduled 

Merry and Bright Night lights up the community

PHOTOS By JOEy May

ABOVE: Shoshone Road featured this JOY sign, along with a candy cane lane and red and white lights. BOTTOM LEFT: This nativity at St. Ann’s 
Catholic Church reminds us of the reason for the season. BOTTOM RIGHT: Santa’s sleigh was a lit up truck at the Thacker home at Third and Iowa.

by Lynn Allen
Executive Director/Curator
Brown County Historical 
Society

With the holidays 
quickly descending upon 
us it is the season to be 
grateful. Here’s wishing 
your holidays sparkle 
for each of your families! 
The true story of Santa 
Claus chronicles the sto-
ry of Saint Nicholas, who 
was, in fact, a genuine 
person.

You may know him as 
Santa Claus, Kris Krin-
gle, St. Nick, and Father 
Christmas are just a few 
of the names we have 
come to regard him as. 

The stories are true, 
and yes, there is a Santa 
Claus!

Nicholas was born 
in 280 A.D. in Patara, 
now known as Turkey. 
Nicholas was born into 
a wealthy family, but 
Christian beliefs were 
fundamental to his up-
bringing. Sadly, Nicho-
las’s family died during 
an epidemic while Nicho-
las was still young. Nich-
olas was determined to 
make a difference and 
gave his whole inheri-
tance to assist the needy, 
the sick, and the suffer-
ing. Nicholas spent his 

The TRUE story  
of Santa Claus

BrOWN COUNTy HiSTOriCaL SOCiETy

Pictured Ward Salisbury Coal & Grain, Hiawatha, Kan., Christmas 
postcard treasure, Brown County Historical Society collection.

by Joey may
Hiawatha World

While many people 
had only minor dam-
age in last Wednesday’s 
storm, other’s had roofs 
and buildings blown 
away by the extremely 
high winds that accom-
panied it.

Laura Tollefson, who 

lives at the South Pines 
on 230th Road, just south 
of Hiawatha, said they 
had significant damage 
at their location — which 
is also a Home Plus care 
facility.

Tollefson said she 
thought the house 
was going to lift off its 

Storm damage more 
significant in some areas

PHOTOS SUBMiTTEd

Laura Tollefson said this photo, revealing the shape of a tornado, was 
taken by one of her friends and posted on Facebook moments before 
the storm hit her house.
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