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Wind was the culprit in causing a fire to rekindle 
Sunday afternoon and spread to damage cars be-
hind Grease Rack just south of Hiawatha.

Hiawatha Fire Chief Gene Atland said the call 
came between 2-3 p.m. to respond to 2276 U.S. 73 
Highway, just south of Hiawatha to a field fire that 
had rekindled and spread. Atland said the some 
property further south and east of the Grease Rack 
had been the location of an owner controlled burn 
on Saturday, with no issues from the original burn.

“That wind kicked back up Sunday and rekin-
dled it,” Atland said, noting that a burn ban was in 
effect for Sunday, but not Saturday when the origi-
nal burn had occurred.

Atland said several vehicles parked on the 
Grease Rack property, east of the building, had 
sustained damage — some pretty severe.

Fortunately, no homes in the area were damaged 
— and the Grease Rack building also escaped dam-
age.

“That’s why I called in mutual aid due to the 
structures,”Atland said, noting that Robinson and 
Horton Fire Departments also assisted.

Atland said it took about an hour and a half to 
get the fire extinguished, which ended up burning 
a quarter of a mile to the access road.

Hiawatha World

Hiawatha Community Hospi-
tal announced it has been recog-
nized as a 2021 Top 100 Critical 
Access Hospital.

Compiled by The Chartis Cen-
ter for Rural Health. This 11th 
annual recognition program 
honors outstanding performance 
among the nation’s rural hospi-
tals based on the results of the 
Hospital Strength INDEX.

“We’ve had many challenges 
in the past,” said John Broberg, 
CEO. “It is great to see the team 
weather those challenges and 
rally to improve operational per-
formance that merits this special 
recognition as one of the TOP 100 
Critical Access Hospitals.”

“The Top 100 program contin-
ues to illuminate strategies and 
innovation for delivering higher 

quality care and better outcomes 
within rural communities,” said 
Michael Topchik, National Lead-
er, The Chartis Center for Rural 
Health. “We are delighted to be 
able to spotlight the efforts of 
these facilities through the IN-
DEX framework.”

Over the course of the last 11 
years, the INDEX has grown to 
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The Brown County Commission dis-
cussed potential improvements to the 
American Legion building in Hiawatha 
at Monday morning’s regular meeting.

American Legion Post 66 Command-
er Curt Weldon joined the meeting 
via Zoom and asked for the county’s 
assistance in an approximate $9,000 
to $10,000 project on the facade of the 
Legion building, that would include 
replacement and widening of the front 
door to be ADA compliant. Other proj-
ects would be replacing the front of the 
building — which dates back to early 
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Here comes Peter Cot-
tontail...hopping down the 
bunny trail...hippity hop-
pity Easter’s on it’s way!

With Easter just around 
the corner, the Hiawatha 
Chamber and Visitors Bu-
reau is working on a plan 
to bring the Easter Bunny 
to town for the annual cel-
ebration at the courthouse 
square on Saturday, April 
3.

HCVB Administrator 
Sarah Kleopfer present-
ed the idea to the Brown 
County Commission at 
Monday morning and got 
approval for use of the 
courthouse square for the 
10 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt on 
April 3.

The commissioners 
asked about social dis-

tancing and Kleopfer said 
that this year there will be 
additional spreading out 
of age groups around the 
entire square, rather than 
just on the north side, to 
help with spacing out.

As there is a mask man-
date in effect, as approved 
by the City of Hiawatha, 
masks will be required 
for adults and children 
participating in the Easter 
Egg Hunt.

The Easter Bunny is ex-
pected to be in attendance 
this year, however social 
distancing measures will 
be put in place to elimi-
nate any direct contact 
with him and masks will 
be required.

Last year, the COVID-19 
pandemic had just hit the 
news and the governor had 
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The Hiawatha School 
Board heard positive news 
of the county and school 
health climate from the 

county health director 
and school nurses at Mon-
day night’s regular meet-
ing.

Brown County Health 
Director Robin Downard 
updated the school board 

on county health figures 
with the good news that 
there were only four active 
COVID cases and 0 hospi-
talizations as of Monday 
night. Since mid-January, 
the county numbers have 
continued to decrease, 
which has also resulted in 
low positive numbers and 
quarantines within the 
schools.

Board members asked 
for an update on vaccines 
and Downard said as of 
that day 1,260 first doses 
of the COVID vaccine had 
been administered and 
450 second doses. Both the 
Pfizer and Moderna vac-
cines require two doses 
— typically administered 
three weeks apart.

Downard said the vac-

cine distribution was cur-
rently in Phase 2, which is 
primarily for those age 65 
and older who have signed 
up, along with other crit-
ical need employees and 
those who weren’t able to 
be vaccinated in Phase 1.

Downard estimated by 
by the end of this week 
approximately 1,100 com-
plete doses of all who have 

signed up through Phase 2 
will be administered and 
by April 9 all of the sec-
ond doses will be admin-
istered.

The positive news that a 
little more than 10 percent 
of the county will have 
been vaccinated by April 
9 started a conversation 

WIND REKINDLES FIRE, CAUSING 
DAMAGE TO CARS AT GREASE RACK

PHOTO COUrTESy OF CiNdy SCHiLLiNG

This photo shows the fire’s spread and some of the damage to the east of Grease Rack on their 
property. Photo is courtesy of the owners of Grease Rack, Richard and Cindy Schilling.

PHOTO COUrTESy OF CiNdy SCHiLLiNG

Fire trucks were at the scene of a fire just east of Grease Rack Sunday afternoon. The fire was a rekindling from an owner-controlled property burn on Saturday and 
due to the high winds spread onto the Grease Rack property, causing damage to some of the cars. Fire Chief Gene Atland said no structures were damaged.

PHOTO COUrTESy OF CiNdy SCHiLLiNG

This photo shows a row of burned out vehicles located on the Grease Rack property.

Legion asks for 
county help on 
improvements 

to building

Here comes Peter Cottontail ...

By JOSEPHiNE May

The Easter Bunny was caught hiding eggs at a 
Hiawatha residence last year.

Health climate of Brown County and school district continues to improve
Board talks include possibility 

of lessening restrictions

Hiawatha Community Hospital honored as 
one of top 100 critical access hospitals
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Hiawatha Community Hospital.
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By JOSEPHiNE May

The American Legion has asked for the county’s 
assisance to help pay for improvements to the 
facade of the Legion building, which also serves as 
the Senior Citizen Center.


