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Sixty-four teams, involving approx-
imately 600 kids, are in action for the 
Hiawatha Youth Basketball League 
this winter.

The league involves teams from sec-
ond through sixth grades and games 
are played at the Hiawatha High School 
and Hiawatha Middle School, along 
with the National Guard Armory every 
Saturday through January and most of 
February.

Organizer Jodi Twombly said this is 
the eighth year for the league, which 
brings in teams from 13 different towns 
in Brown, Nemaha, Jackson, Doniphan 
and Richardson, Neb., counties. With 
parents, grandparents and friends tag-
ging along to watch their special play-
er, this brings a lot of activity and peo-
ple to Hiawatha every Saturday for two 
months.

Twombly said that current co-or-
ganizers are Kylee Reschke and Jeff 
Moore, but there have been others 
along the way, including Dr. Pete Rosa’ 
— one of the founders of the league.

Organizing the league is quite a task, 
with 32 games played every Saturday 
on four different courts. Twombly said 
she usually schedules around 10 to 12 
referees, including a couple of high 
school players. In addition, there are 
several community groups and school 
groups who do concessions each week 
as fundraisers. The Hiawatha coaches 
all serve as gym monitors each week.

There is a small gate fee — $2 per 
adults, and those, along with leftover 
team fees, are donated every year.

“Last year we donated $11,500 to USD 
415-Hiawatha to purchase the new mid-
dle school scoreboards and remodel the 
training room at the high school,” she 
said.
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The Brown County Clerk’s office 
has announced a new filing for this 
fall’s election.

Betty (BJ) Spiker has filed for the 
Brown County Treasurer position. 
Spiker is currently a Deputy in the 
Treasurer’s office. Cheryl Lippold 
will not be running again.

In other filings, Hiawatha Police 
Cpt. Dennis Entrikin has filed for 
the position of Brown County Sheriff, 
currently held by John Merchant.

Other county positions that will 
be up for re-election include District 

Judge District 2 Division 2 — held 
by Judge John Weingart, Register of 
Deeds — held by Nellie Brockhoff, 
County Clerk — held by Melissa 
Gormley, County Attorney — held by 
Kevin Hill and County Commission-
ers for District 2 (Keith Olsen) and 
District 3 (Dwight Kruse).

There will also be various city 
positions on the ballot this year — 
which is a presidential election year 
as well — but the County Clerk’s of-
fice said municipalities have until 
May 1 to verify those.

The Primary Election is Aug. 4, 
2020, and the General Election is Nov. 
3, 2020. Filing deadline is June 1, 2020.
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The Hiawatha Chamber and Vis-
itors Bureau will be celebrating a 
year of success and growth at its 
2020 Annual Meeting and Dinner on 
Thursday, Feb. 6 at Klinefelter Barn.

The event will kick off at 6 p.m. 
with a social hour with an open 
bar and a wine tasting, which will 
also include acoustic music pro-
vided by Josh May and Ian Bender 
of Hiawatha. This will be followed 
by a catered dinner of chicken and 
brisket, by Bibber BBQ.

Following dinner will be a pre-
sentation on the Big Kansas Road 

Trip — slated to hit Brown County 
May 7-10, along with a look at 2019 
with the Chamber.

The night’s events will conclude 
with the announcement and presen-
tation of the Business of the Year, 
Organization of the Year and Volun-
teer of the Year — as voted on by the 
Chamber members.

This is also a chance to promote 
becoming a member of the HCVB 
— which is offered to businesses, or-
ganizations and even individuals at 
various levels. A new membership 
or membership renewal includes one 
free meal at the Chamber dinner. 
Chamber members receive a vari-
ety of benefits, including priority as 

a vendor, discounted merchandise, 
promotion on the Chamber’s social 
media and website and much more.

Highland College’s Klinefelter Barn 
is located at 1740 230th St, Hiawatha. 
On new Highway 36, take the Mulber-
ry Road exit, go back north over the 
highway and head east about a mile 
on 230th. Another access is taking 
Iowa Street east to Mallard Road, turn 
south and follow the curve onto 230th 
for about 2 miles east.

Contact the HCVB Administrator 
Sarah Kleopfer to learn more about 
becoming a Chamber member or to 
RSVP for the dinner by Friday, Jan. 
31 at (785) 742-7136 or by email at hi-
awathachamber@rainbowtel.net.
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TOPEKA — Dis-
trict Judge John We-
ingart of the 22nd 
Judicial District has 
been appointed to sit 
with the Kansas Su-
preme Court to hear 
oral arguments on 
the court’s Jan. 30 
docket.

After hearing oral argu-
ments, Weingart was to join 
Supreme Court justices in 
their deliberations and de-
cision drafting.

“The Supreme Court 
looks forward to Judge We-
ingart hearing cases with 
us. He will read the case 
materials, prepare for oral 
argument, and deliberate 

with the court on 
its decisions,” said 
Chief Justice Marla 
Luckert. “We thank 
Judge Weingart for 
helping us, especial-
ly because we know 
he already has a 
significant caseload 
in district court to 
handle.”

Weingart has been a dis-
trict court judge since 2001. 
The 22nd Judicial District is 
composed of Brown, Doniph-
an, Marshall and Nemaha 
counties.

“It is indeed an honor and 
privilege to serve the Supreme 
Court,” Weingart said.

Before being elected a 
judge, Weingart had a private 
law practice in Hiawatha for 

24 years. He is a graduate of 
Washburn University School 
of Law, and a past president 
of the Northeast Kansas and 
Brown County Bar Asso-
ciation, and of the Kansas 
School Attorneys Associa-
tion.

The case Weingart was 
scheduled to hear Jan. 30 is:
Appeal No. 118,941: State 
of Kansas v. Christopher 

Shawn Pattillo
Shawnee County: (Crimi-

nal Appeal) Pattillo, 16, was 
prosecuted as an adult and 
convicted of aiding anoth-
er to commit first-degree 
murder and other crimes 
in the gang-related, drive-
by shooting of Brian Miller. 
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The stage at Memorial 
Auditorium recently re-
ceived a facelift with new 
stage curtains.

The Brown County His-
torical Society contracted 

with A to Z Theatrical Com-
pany, a theatrical company 
based out of Kansas City, 
to complete the project — 
which cost $39,000 for two 
sets of curtains and new 
rigging.

Lynn Allen, executive 
director/curator, said the 

project is only partially 
funded with $13,000 raised 
so far from private donors, 
including a $10,000 dona-
tion from Jere and Patty 
Bruning. Allen said the 
Hiawatha Area Arts and 

By Marcus Clem
Atchison Globe

JOPLIN, Mo. — A black former 
football player for Highland Com-
munity College in Northeast Kan-
sas is raising concerns about race 
relations on the campus in High-
land.

A spokeswoman for the college 
— which has an overwhelming white 
majority among its student population of 
roughly 3,200, but has seen a significantly 
larger minority of black students attend 
in recent years — disputes the accusa-
tions.

Loren Young, who today attends and 
plays football for Missouri Southern State 
University in Joplin, Missouri, said that 
in 2017, during the roughly 11 months he 

attended school at Highland, he 
was involved in incidents with lo-
cal authorities, including on-cam-
pus security. The problem is bad 
enough, Young said, that he ad-
vises black students who remain 
on campus to do what they can to 
avoid drawing official attention to 
themselves at all times.

“So just keep your heads up, be 
honest, and just try to stay out of their 
way,” Young said. “Because, if they feel 
like you’re stepping on their toes or if they 
feel like you’re doing something wrong, 
they (are) going to put their all into get-
ting you in trouble.”

At the same time Young is speaking out 
about his experiences, the Kansas NAACP 
is looking into a series of complaints from 

Young hoopsters learn skills early with Hiawatha Youth Basketball League

By JOSEPHiNE May

Khloe Hooper takes a shot for the Shockers in last Saturday’s fifth/sixth grade game 
against the Monarchs. Also pictured for the Monarchs (black shirt) is Taryn Keller and Taylor 
Waggoner, and for the purple team is Maria Simmons and Kalie Ruckman.

By JOSEPHiNE May

Josh Cappleman leaps past Sacred Heart defenders to toss up a basket for 
the Hiawatha sixth grade team Judges in last week’s game at the Hiawatha 
National Guard Armory.

Spiker files for Brown County Treasurer HCVB Annual Dinner set for Feb. 6 at Klinefelter Barn

District Judge John Weingart to 
sit with Supreme Court Jan. 30
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John Weingart

Memorial Auditorium gets facelift with new stage curtains
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The Memorial Auditorium received a facelift recently with new stage curtains.

Highland faces racial row,  
civil rights investigation

Loren young
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