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THE FLIGHT 
OF THE 
BALD 
EAGLE

PHOTO By rON BOGGS

Eagles once soared over all of 
North America, but the population 
became sparse in the mid 20th 
century due to the increased use 
of insecticides.

PHOTO By rON BOGGS

This eagle was captured 
soaring over the land 

at Loess Bluff National 
refuge near Mound City.

PHOTO By rON BOGGS

Ron Boggs snapped this photo of two eagles high atop a tree near a 
nest at Loess Bluffs. The eagle in the foreground had just taken flight, 
leaving the other eagle to watch over the nest.

Wanted Hays man apprehended 
in Hiawatha after police pursuit

Trevonn Hall

Commission hears proposal of new baseball facility

SUBMiTTEd

This image shows the addition of a building and new field at Noble Park as part of a 
proposal presented to the Hiawatha City Commission Monday night.

County tables decision 
on hiring negotiator for 
potential wind farms

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

They once soared over 
the entire North Amer-
ican continent – king of 
the skies, their piercing 
gaze searching for prey 
in the prairies or waters 
far below.

The Bald Eagle once 
offered a thriving popula-
tion and it wasn’t unusual 
to find one perched on a 
fence post, or high atop a 
half dead tree. However 
in the mid 20th century, 
the Bald Eagle population 
diminished – due to the 
widespread use of insecti-
cides, according to an arti-
cle by Benedictine College 
in Atchison that featured 
information from Michael 
Watkins, a wildlife biol-
ogist with the U.S. Army 
Corp of Engineers (US-
ACE) and Benedictine Pro-
fessor Dr. Virginia Wind-
er. The pair co-authored a 
paper together – about the 
rebounding of the Bald Ea-
gle population — that was 
printed in The Journal of 
Raptor Research.

According to their re-
search, a resurgence of 
the state’s Bald Eagle 
population from a first 
nesting site spotted at 

Clinton Lake near Law-
rence in 1989 grew to 
137 documented nesting 
pairs in 2018.

Throughout several 
years, Winder reported 
that capture-mark-re-
sighting efforts with 272 
banded bald eagles took 
place to track nest suc-
cess. Winder noted that 
habitat in and around 
large artificial reser-
voirs was important for 
nesting pairs. As the pop-
ulation grew, the nesting 
territories also grew.

This is why local resi-
dents have been spotting 
Bald Eagles and Loess 
Bluffs National Wildlife 

Refuge near Mound City 
has seen record popula-
tions of migrating Bald 
Eagles this past winter.

Local residents have re-
ported several Bald Eagle 
sightings in the county 
in recent weeks. Many of 
these sightings were re-
corded on cameras as sev-
eral Bald Eagles were spot-
ted in trees, and one on a 
fence post close to the road.

“I’ve taken a few photos 
this past year,” said Susan 
Bryant of rural Robinson. 
“Such beautiful birds – 
I’m happy that we have 
some here year ‘round!”

Bryant said she has 
spotted Bald Eagles when 

driving between Robin-
son and Hiawatha, east 
of Robinson, and south 
toward Everest.

“Once I started look-
ing, they are all over!” she 
said. “We have seen a pair 
together several times.”

She said the first time 
she saw a pair locally 
was taken on a snowy 
Thanksgiving in 2019 
from the Robinson Wolf 
River bridge. She has 
also taken photos off U.S. 
36 Highway between Hi-
awatha and Robinson, 
north of Everest and near 
the Upper Wolf Church 

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

The Brown County Commis-
sion met Monday morning and 
among items discussed was po-
tentially hiring a negotiator to 
work with any wind farms that 
may approach Brown County.

Brown County Attorney Kev-
in Hill presented a resume and 
letter of interest from attorney 
James Neeld, who worked as a 
negotiator for Nemaha Coun-
ty as they created agreements 
with wind farms. Hill advised 
the commissioners consider 
Neeld’s proposal and have a ne-
gotiator on hand at such a time 
wind farms might potentially 
approach the county.

Commissioner Richard Lehm-
kuhl emphasized that no wind 

farm has approached the county 
in recent months — last discus-
sions were with former commis-
sioner Dwight Kruse when there 
was a public hearing.

Hill said if the county pro-
cured the services of Neeld, it 
would be as a proactive mea-
sure to have him in place if and 
when discussions would arise 
again. Lehmkuhl agreed that 
the transmission lines for the 
Nemaha County wind farms 
will go through Brown County 
when the time comes so negoti-
ations will need to be made.

Commissioner Bill Pollock 
said he didn’t feel the county 
needed to retain an attorney 
for these services, as most 
residents he talked to weren’t 

By adam clay
Hiawatha World

Similar stances led to a 
similar outcome on Mon-
day night, as the Hiawatha 
City Commission heard 
from some of the same voic-
es in protest to the city’s 
mask mandate at the meet-
ing, as well as from a local 
business owner in support 
of the mandate.

Chris Kroll, Nancy Dvor-
ak, Richard Schilling and 
Jay Brock all spoke to the 
commission at Monday 
night’s regular meeting.

Kroll spoke from out-
side City Hall, stating the 
opinion that the science 
behind masks can be easily 
debunked and that the city 
keeps changing its stances 

and requirements. Kroll 
said that commissioners 
would be replaced at elec-
tion if they did not change 
the mask mandate.

Dvorak spoke two weeks 
after her husband and 
daughter addressed the 
commission. She talked 
about traveling to Europe 
during the early stages of 
COVID, as well as traveling 
to Mexico over Christmas. 
Dvorak said that in her 
experience, she believes 
the situation is less dire 
than what was presented 
by the media. She believes 
the country has been taken 
over by fear, but that the in-
formation available cannot 
be trusted.

By adam clay
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha City Commis-
sion met on Monday evening, and 
the group heard from Noel Boye, 
Curt Weldon and Ryan Meininger 
of the Hiawatha Baseball and 
Softball Club on a proposed new 
baseball complex at Noble Park.

The plan for the Hiawatha 
Championship Sports Complex 
would include phased construc-
tion of a new indoor baseball fa-
cility, a new softball field at the 
park, as well as improvements 
to the existing Paul Rockey Field 
over the next few years.

The group, along with repre-
sentatives of Meriden, Kansas’s 
Mammoth Sports Construction 
presented their proposal to the 
commission, with the idea that the 
community, the city and the school 
district would be strong partners 
in pushing the project to comple-
tion. The planning group put for-
ward a request for a 50-year lease 
of the land, as well as a waiver of 

sewer and water fees the proposed 
building, as well as permission 
to tie into the city’s electrical ser-
vices. Given the successful com-
pletion of the project, a donation 
of $10,000 per year starting in 2025 
will also be requested.

The expected cost to get the in-
door facility, which can be used 
for a plethora of events by the city 
and school, as well as by the com-
munity, is around $300,000 for the 
roughly 9,000 square foot building, 

and the foundation hopes that 
achieving that early goal in time 
for next year’s baseball season will 
rally support around the rest of 
the project. The initial goal is the 
granting of the lease so the group 
can move forward with seeking 
donations, while they are also slat-
ed to speak to the USD 415 School 
Board in April to gauge their inter-
est in the project.

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

A Hays man led police 
on a chase through Brown 
County that resulted in a 
non-injury accident involv-
ing a Hiawatha resi-
dent Tuesday night.

According to 
Brown County Sher-
iff John Merchant, 
at approximately 
7:45 p.m. the Hays 
Police Department 
contacted the Sher-
iff’s Department, 
informing them that 
a Trevonn Hall, 21, of Hays 
and out on felony parole, was 
driving a stolen 2005 grey 
Buick Lacrosse, which they 
believed was in Hiawatha.

“He was reported as possi-
bly armed and also had a run-
away female juvenile with 
him,” Sheriff Merchant said.

Hall was involved in a ve-
hicle pursuit in Hays earlier 
in the day and eluded author-
ities, Sheriff Merchant said.

“Undersheriff Guilliams 
located the suspect vehicle, 
parked on Pottawatomie in 

the 500 block,” Sher-
iff Merchant con-
tinued. “When the 
vehicle drove away, 
Hiawatha PD initiat-
ed a traffic stop and 
the suspect vehicle 
immediately fled, 
heading east on Iowa 
Street colliding with 
a Ford Edge that was 

turning in to Casey’s.”
Sheriff Merchant said no 

injuries were reported in this 
accident. He said the suspect 
vehicle then turned north 
on First Street where Under-
sheriff Guilliams took over 
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