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The Hiawatha World offices will be closed on Christmas 
Eve, Christmas and New Year’s Eve.
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Are you a Wise Man or 
Woman? Do you still seek 
Him?

Anyone driving by the 
rural Brown County home 
of Van and Vi Koelliker 
can see the beautiful Na-
tivity scene. This Nativity 
is about 60 feet long and 
the peak of the stable and 
palm tree reach 8 feet tall, 
while the tallest king is 7 
feet tall.

Vi Koelliker said she 
purchased the first piec-
es — Mary, Joseph, Je-
sus, and the Stable — in 

2003 while living in Great 
Bend. Each year when the 
company had sales, she 
purchased more pieces. 
She made the sign “WISE 
MEN STILL SEEK HIM” 
from plastic squares that 

fit together, punching the 
lights into holes to form 
the letters.

Koelliker said that for 
many years she just had 

by Joey may
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We are two weeks from Christmas 
and there are still time to participate 
in some hometown Christmas events.

Don’t miss out on the Hiawatha Cham-
ber and Visitor Bureau’s Shop Local cam-
paign, which runs through Dec. 21. The 
winning tickets will get $700 and $400 to 
spend at those participating businesses.

The HCVB still has ornaments and 
cards — featuring Santa flying over 
the Clock Tower, by Katherine Miller 
— available. Contact the office at 742-
7136 for information.

It was a fun-packed weekend in Hi-
awatha as several holiday events kept 
local residents and visitors busy on 
Saturday.

First off — starting at 9 a.m. — around 
70 kids and their parents stopped by the 
Hiawatha Fisher Center for the Candy 
Cane Hunt and Breakfast With Santa — 
a joint event sponsored by the Hiawatha 
Parks and Recreation and the Hiawatha 
Chamber and Visitors Bureau.

Age groups were broken into several 
time slots to hunt for Santa’s lost candy 
canes on the lawn outside. It was a chilly 

by Stacy Jasper
HP&R Director
Special to the World

As I’ve been wrapping up 2019 and reflecting on the 
past year’s programs and events, thinking back to 
what made each one successful, the obvious factor is 
VOLUNTEERS.

Through the course of 2019, HP&R hosted 38 events 

Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha Commu-
nity Hospital Foundation 
has announced its plans 
for a New Year’s Eve bash 
to help with fundraising 
efforts at the hospital.

The event will be 
New Year’s Eve — from 
8:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. on 
Tuesday, Dec. 31 at the 
Fisher Center.

Local residents are invited 
to come ring in the New Year 
with a night of fun and en-
tertainment featuring Daw-
na the Dancing DJ. Dawna 
is known for being a fun and 
interactive entertainer who 
is known for her engage-
ment with the audience. A 
$25 entry fee provides access 
to entertainment, games, 
and snacks throughout the 
evening. Drinks will be 

available for purchase.
Please contact Del Elfner 

at (785) 742-2101 or Cassey 
Whalen at (785) 742-6229 to 
RSVP and pre-pay or you 
may simply pay at the door 
the night of the event. All 
proceeds will be used to 
fund a new call light system 
within the hospital. Hospi-
tal officials say a reliable 
call light system is import-
ant, as it allows patients to 

press a button from their 
hospital room that will alert 
the nursing staff that the pa-
tient is in need of assistance. 
The current call light sys-
tem is at end of life and is in 
need of being replaced.

The Hiawatha Commu-
nity Hospital Foundation 
has a legacy of sponsor-
ing various fundraising 
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A recent decision to 
have city crews perform 
more of the larger jobs the 
city needs done, rather 
than hire out those jobs to 
contractors, has sparked 
the Hiawatha City Com-
mission to seek out the 
equipment needed to keep 
those tasks in house.

At their regular meet-
ing on Monday evening, 
the commission voted to 
award the bid for an ex-
cavator lease to Victor L. 
Philips in the amount of 
$18,887.67, to be paid an-
nually for a term of seven 
years. The commission 
also voted to seek bids for 
a semi, flatbed trailer, end 

Wise Men Still Seek Him

SUBMiTTEd PHOTOS

Van and Vi Koelliker live on a farm at 2629 Thrasher Road, Robinson, about 12 miles from Hiawatha. A GPS or 
phone ap will help you find it, if you would like to take a drive in the country.

A daytime photo shows the Koelliker Nativity at 2629 Thrasher Rd., 
during the day.

Weekend of holiday events brings in the crowds

PHOTOS By JOSEPHiNE May, JOEy May aNd SUBMiTTEd

It’s Santa! I think I know him!! Elizabeth Olson and her two young boys pose for a photo with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus at Saturday’s Candy Cane Hunt.

David Reiter, Mound City school band director, leads the 
group of euphoniums in a Christmas tune during Saturday’s 
TUBACHRISTMAS at the courthouse lobby.

HP&R announces Jeff Moore  
as ‘Volunteer of the Year’

SUBMiTTEd

HP&R Director Stacy Jasper awarded Jeff Moore as 2019 Volunteer of 
the Year at Monday’s city meeting.

HCH plans New Year’s Eve event

Commission votes to 
seek bids on equipment
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Jerry Speidel was at the TUBACHRISTMAS in memory — as 
his favorite hat and scarf adorned a chair where he usually 
sat and played French horn. Speidel, the originator of the 
TUBACHRISTMAS concerts in Hiawatha, passed away in 2018. Please  see Crowds/Page a4


