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Hiawatha World

It was a night of patri-
otism at Friday night’s 
home basketball games at 
the Hiawatha High School 
Roundhouse.

Students with the Hap-
py Days Preschool in Hi-
awatha led the crowd with 
the Pledge of Allegiance at 
6 p.m., shortly before the 
start of the varsity girls 
basketball game.

Following the preschool 
Pledge, the fourth graders 
— with their hands still 
over their hearts — led the 
crowd in the singing of the 
National Anthem. They 
were under the direction 
of Hiawatha Elementary 
School music teacher Hei-
di Diller.

by Joey May
Hiawatha World

It’s Valentine’s Day 
and what better to cele-
brate than with cookies 
and coffee at the World 
office.

We are planning a Cus-
tomer Appreciation Day 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Friday at the Hiawatha 
World office, 607 Utah St., 
to let our readers know we 
appreciate you!

Stop by for some cookies 
and coffee and sign up to 
win a 6-month subscrip-
tion! We are launching out 
quarterly give-aways that 
day and you can sign up 
in the office, or online. The 
winner will be announced 
April 1 — then we will go 
into our second quarter 
give-away.

So stop by and say hello, 
grab a Valentine treat and 
sign up for our subscrip-
tion give-away. This is for 
anyone! If you are a cur-
rent subscriber and hap-
pen to win, we will extend 
your current subscription 
by 6 months!

See you on Friday!

by Joey May
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha Chamber 
and Visitors Bureau cel-
ebrated a successful and 
busy 2019 at the Annual 
Meeting and Dinner on 
Thursday, Feb. 6 at HCC’s 
Klinefelter Barn.

In addition, HCVB 
announced its annual 
awards and thanked busi-
nesses and the community 
for its continued support.

Receiving Business of 
the Year was GNBank; 
Organization of the Year 
was Brown County His-
torical Society and Volun-
teer of the Year was Ryan 
Meininger. HCVB Board 
President Kate Miller 
thanked all of the recipi-
ents for everything they 
do for the community of 
Hiawatha. The award re-
cipients were nominated 
for and voted on by Cham-

ber members.
“The vote was close 

because there are lots of 
great things that happen 
here in Hiawatha,” Miller 
said.

The event kicked off 

at 6 p.m. at the scenic 
Klinefelter Barn with mu-
sic by Ian and Josh — local 
musicians Ian Bender and 
Josh May — who provid-
ed entertainment during 
the social hour. Guests 
arrived and mingled over 
cocktails and a minia-
ture wine-tasting spread 
that featured cheeses and 
chocolates, wine from 
Pyrtle Winery in Weston 
and “Summation,” one 
of Highland Communi-
ty College’s very own 
rose’ blends. Highland 
has a small vineyard at 
Klinefelter Farm, but it’s 
viticulture program and 
expanded vineyards are at 
the Wamego Center, where 
they make the wine.

The Bibber LLC BBQ 
of Hiawatha catered 
the meal, with a menu 
of chicken and brisket, 
cheesy potatoes, salad, 
bacon-garlic green beans 

and a roll. A dessert of 
cheesecakes and mixed 
chocolates were provid-
ed with a dessert wine — 
Cherry Chocolate — from 
Pyrtle Winery.

In her presentation, 
Miller touched on a year 
of successes and growth 
for the Chamber, as nu-
merous businesses opened 
their doors with several 
ribbon cuttings, spon-
sored by the Chamber. 
Many of those businesses 
are located downtown.

In addition, she talked 
about the programs of the 
Chamber, along with the 
events the organization 
sponsored for the year. 
She said the Chamber em-
braced the phrase “Fall in 
Love With Hiawatha,” a 
play on the city’s famous 
maple trees. In addition to 
events in 2019 that included 

by Joey May
Hiawatha World

A group of Hiawatha alumni approached the 
School Board Monday night to ask permission to 
raise funds to either renovate or replace the state 
champion signs around Red Hawk Drive.

Pam Smith spoke for the group that included Dave 
Grimm and Terry Jimeson at Monday’s regular 
board meeting. She said that they had noticed the 
signs had faded and gotten into a state of disrepair 
after 40-plus years.

In addition, Smith said, they would like to relo-
cate the signs to a more visible location — with a 
first choice on First Street near the electric marquee 
sign. She said if the signs were relocated there, they 
would be set back from the electric marquee and face 

I Pledge Allegiance...

PHOTOS By JOSEPHiNE May

Students at Happy Days Preschool led the crowd in the Pledge of Allegiance before the start of the varsity girls 
game Friday night.

Under the direction of music instructor Heidi Diller, the Hiawatha fourth graders led the crowd in the singing 
of the National Anthem Friday night.

Cookies and 
Coffee for  

Valentine’s Day

HCVB announces annual awards, celebrates 2019

PHOTOS By JOEy May

GNBank was named as HCVB Business of the Year at Thursday’s annual 
meeting. Accepting for the Bank was Tom Kidwell, pictured with HCVB 
President Kate Miller.

HCVB President Kate Miller presented Brown County Historical Society 
President Gary Shear with the Organization of the Year award.

HCVB President Kate Miller presents Ryan Meininger with Volunteer of the Year.

Linda Duesing, co-chairman of the 
Big Kansas Road Trip Brown County 
Committee, was the featured speaker 
at the Chamber’s Annual Meeting.

Josh May (left) and Ian Bender make up the acoustic duo Ian and Josh, 
performed Thursday at the HCVB Annual Meeting at Klinefelter Barn.

Hiawatha alumni want 
to fundraise to  

renovate or replace 
state champion signs

By JOEy May

A group of Hiawatha alum asked the school board for permission to fundraise 
to replace or renovate the state champ signs around Red Hawk Drive.
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