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By Joey May
Hiawatha World

The governor’s “Stay Home” 
order has some Kansans won-
dering what’s essential and 
what’s not.

Sheriff John Merchant said 
he has been asked that very 
same question and there have 
been many misconceptions 
about what this means — stay 
home, except when? Are car 
rides allowed, walks, can we see 
our family.

He has been in contact with 
health officials and has also re-
viewed the governor’s orders to 
help provide some clarity for lo-
cal residents.

Many businesses in town 
have closed their doors to the 

public since the emergency 
coronavirus concern began. 
Each day, more and more busi-
nesses adjusted hours or closed 
completely. Some restaurants 
went to offering take-out only 
within the past couple of weeks, 
while a handful had closed their 
doors completely.

Restaurants, gas stations, 
grocery stores — those are all 
essential businesses. The gov-
ernor wants Kansans to “stay at 
home” but not go hungry — not 
go without medicines.

Sheriff Merchant says it most-
ly it boils down to common sense 
and making good and healthy 
choices for residents and their 
families.

Hiawatha World

As part of ongoing efforts 
to limit the spread of novel 
coronavirus in Kansas, today 
Governor Laura Kelly issued 
Executive Order 20-16, making 
Kansas the 22nd state in the 
nation to institute a temporary, 
statewide stay-home order.

It will exist in conjunction 
with the Kansas Essential Func-
tion Framework for COVID-19 

response efforts and will take 
effect at 12:01 a.m. on Monday, 
March 30. The measure will be 
in place at least until Sunday, 
April 19.

“Our modeling continues to 
suggest that the number of con-
firmed positive coronavirus cas-
es in Kansas could reach as high 
as 900 over the next week,” Kelly 
said. “While I left these decisions 

Hiawatha World

Today, March 28, 2020 
Governor Kelly issued Ex-
ecutive Order No. 20-16, 
establishing a statewide 
Stay Home order effec-
tive 12:01 AM Monday, 
March 30, 2020 to remain 
in force until rescinded, 
April 19, 2020 or until the 
statewide state of disaster 
emergency proclaimed on 
March 12, 2020 relating to 
COVID-19 expires, which-
ever is earlier.

All persons have been 
ordered to stay in their 
homes or residences un-
less performing an essen-
tial activity. An activity 
is essential if the purpose 
of the activity is one of the 
following:

1. Obtaining food, medi-
cine, and other household 
necessities;

2. Performing, or going 

to or from work at a busi-
ness or organization to 
perform an essential func-
tion as identified in the Ex-
ecutive Order.

3. Seeking medical care;
4. Caring for children 

(including daycare or 
childcare centers), family 
members, or pets, or car-
ing for a vulnerable per-
son in another location;

5. Engaging in an out-
door activity, provided in-
dividuals maintain a dis-
tance of six feet from one 
another and abide by the 
10-person limitation on 
gathering size.

6. Private family gather-
ings.

The full Executive 
Order can be viewed at 
https://governor.kansas.gov/
wp-content/uploads/2020/03/
EO20-16.pdf and includes a 
list of types of business-
es and organizations that 

perform an essential func-
tion.

City Services will contin-
ue subject to restrictions 
already in place. We appreci-
ate your willingness to com-
ply with the Stay Home order 
to keep our community safe. 
We will continue to eval-
uate as the situation with 
COVID-19 further evolves 
nationally, regionally and 
locally. Below are links to re-
sources for information re-
lated to COVID-19 and steps 
from the CDC and KDHE to 
help prevent illness.

Resources
Reliable, updated infor-

mation on COVID-19 can 
be found on these web-
sites:

CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.
html

KDHE: http://www.kdheks.
gov/coronavirus/index.htm

By Adam Clay
Hiawatha World

City crews have been busy at work re-
cently at the Hiawatha Lake, as drainage 
tubes and ditches have been updated in 
preparation of road improvements. City 
Street Supervisor Nic Siebenmorgen says 
the city is planning road work around the 
lake, but that drainage work was needed 
to prepare for the larger project to come.

“It’s looking kind of rough at the mo-
ment,” said Siebenmorgen, “But once we 

get grass replanted and riprap placed in a 
few spots it will start coming together. City 
Administrator Mike Nichols praised the 
street crew, along with other city employees 
for the way they have handled changes in 
recent weeks. “I would like to commend city 
employees for the way they’re handling ad-
justments made during the past week and 
a half,” said Nichols, adding, “Where pos-
sible, departments have split into shifts to 
minimize any threat of exposure—they’re 
working odd hours, some during the week-
end, and didn’t hesitate to say yes.”

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha World has 
announced the winner of 
the first quarter digital 
subscription give-away!

Courtney Large was the 

lucky winner of a 6-month 
digital subscription!

Our Customer Appreci-
ation contest is continuing 
and readers can enter our 
drawing once a day on-
line at the following link: 
https://www.hiawathaworldon-

line.com/customerapprecia-
tion/#//

Our office is closed 
at this time due to the 
COVID-19 concerns. 
Please contact us at joey-
may@npgco.com with any 
questions!

By Marcus Clem
Atchison Globe

John Calhoon has officially filed to seek 
a new term as Atchison County Sheriff.

County Clerk Michelle Phillips vali-
dated the candidacy of Calhoon, a Dem-
ocrat, on Friday after Calhoon present-
ed a petition with the required number 
of signatures from 3 percent of qualified 

registered Democratic voters from his 
constituency.

Calhoon served as sheriff for 19 years 
before incumbent Jack Laurie defeated 
him in the 2012 election. Calhoon has 
since taken up the position of city admin-
istrator and chief of police for Horton, in 
Brown County. The sheriff’s position is a 
four-year term.

By JOEy May | HiaWaTHa WOrLd

The Hiawatha Parks and Recreation department is going out of the box to encourage the residents to keep active, while still “social 
distancing” and staying at home. One of those activities includes “Chalk It Up,” and Director Stacy Jasper encourages people 
to delve into sidewalk chalk art and submit photos like the one above. Check out the HP&R on Facebook for several ideas for 
activities during the stay at home order.

CHaLK iT UP! What does ‘Stay 
at home’ mean?
Sheriff provides clarity to the 
governor’s executive order

Governor Kelly issues temporary, 
statewide Stay Home order

Executive Order is part of ongoing  
effort to combat spread of COVID-19

City issues response to  
Governor’s ‘Stay at Home’ order

Drainage work at city lake preps for road improvements

By adaM CLay

City crews have been working on a drainage project at the Hiawatha City Lake.

Hiawatha World announces first quarter winner; contest continuing
Horton police chief files for Atchison sheriff
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