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By Joey May
Hiawatha World

The Homer White Post 
66 American Legion has 
made some announce-
ments concerning Memo-
rial Day activities.

The Legion will be in-
stalling flags over the 
weekend. Because of 
social distancing, local 
youth will not be helping 
this year.

Installation will begin 
at Hiawatha Cemetery 
at 8 a.m. with Legion and 
Scouts and Mt. Hope at 
8:45 a.m. with Legion and 
4-H Club.

On Monday, flags will 
be taken down, starting 
at 4. Volunteers are wel-
come however the Le-
gion reminds everyone to 
practice social distanc-
ing and keep groups of 10 
at least 6 feet away from 
each other.

Post 66 Curt Weldon 
said the Post has made 
the difficult decision 
during this COVID-19 
pandemic to cancel the 
annual Memorial Day 
Services for this year. 
He said the cancellation 
comes as a result of con-
cern for public health 
and safety of our citizens, 
along with social distanc-
ing guidelines.

“Prayers for the safe-
ty of all our citizens and 
hope that our community 
continues to work togeth-
er during this unprec-
edented time,” he said. 
“I would also encourage 
our community to honor 
our fallen service mem-
bers this Memorial Day 
by laying flowers inde-
pendently at monuments 
or flying the flag at half-
staff to support the mem-
ories of veterans lost.”

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

Hiawathans came out in full force Sat-
urday night for a Cruise Night to honor 
seniors.

First and Oregon streets were lined 
with cars, many decked out in honor of 
graduating seniors. This past weekend 
was to have been the regular graduation 
weekend, but COVID-19 pushed those 
back and now Hiawatha is scheduled to 
have graduation June 28.

However, the community wanted to 
recognize those graduating seniors. Cars 
with student names were seen, decorated 
with balloons and streamers. Greg Lock 
and Quentin Overdick went all out to hon-
or their seniors, as they created a huge 
banner to hang from the back of a semi 
tractor for graduating cousin seniors 
Kaysi Overdick and Blake Gormley.

Rainbow Communications offered free 
popcorn and Deb’s Images was taking 
photos of seniors with friends and fami-
ly. Many seniors were dressed in cap and 
gown for the event and seen visiting with 
friends and celebrating.

Karla’s Diaper Closet had a donation ta-
ble set up at the Carpet Plus parking lot 
and raised more than $900 in diapers and 
more than $400 in cash.

Reschke/Wilson Farms also set up a 
station at the Carpet Plus parking lot to 
hand out free refreshments to the cruis-
ers and KNZA 103.9 played cruise music.
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Longtime Hiawatha busi-
ness leader and farmer War-
ner Pape Jr. passed away on 
May 18 at the age of 98.

According to his obituary, 
Pape was born in Hiawatha 
in 1921 and attended Heckler 
Grade School, which was lo-
cated on the Pape farm, and 

then Hiawatha High School 
— graduating in 1939. He 
attended Kansas State Uni-
versity, then returned home 
to farm in 1940, marrying 
Charlene Ellis in December 
of that year. They recently 
celebrated 79 years of mar-
riage.

Pape served on many 
committees and boards 

in the community, includ-
ing serving as director of 
Morrill and Janes Bank 
for 24 years and 10 years 
as Chairman of the Board. 
In addition, he served as 
president of the Robinson 
Coop, was on the Rain-
bow Telephone Coop for 
24 years — 14 as present, 
the Hiawatha Economic 

Development board. One 
of his greatest achieve-
ments was his devotion of 
75 years to the Free Ma-
sonry, along with being a 
member of the Shriners.

His wife, of Hiawatha, 
survives, along with two 
sons, Jerry and Alan, with 
one son, Warner “Ron” 
passing before his father. 

Other survivors include 
a host of grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, many 
other relatives and friends.

Friends may call at 
Chapel Oaks Funer-
al Home from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Friday.For complete 
service information go to 
www.chapeloaksfuneralhome.
com.

By adam Clay
Hiawatha World

The decision was made 
at a highly-anticipated 
meeting of the Hiawatha 
City Commission Monday 
night to formally close the 
pool for the entire summer 
and ban organized base-
ball games at city-owned 
fields.

The call came down af-
ter a tentative schedule to 
re-open summer activities 
was released at the last 
city meeting, which was 

then derailed by a delay 
in the state’s re-opening 
plan, as well as summer 
activity guidelines from 
the CDC and the Kansas 
Parks and Recreation As-
sociation.

City Parks and Recre-
ation Director Stacy Jas-
per asked the commission 
for a clear picture and de-
cision Monday night, in 
order for her to commu-
nicate to the community 
what this summer will 
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Kansas Governor Laura Kelly will sign Executive 
Order 20-34, which moves Kansas into Phase 2 of “Ad 
Astra: A Plan to Reopen Kansas.” Phase 2, effective 
Friday, May 22, will be modified to include data-driv-
en restrictions necessary to prevent community 
transmission of COVID-19.

“Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, all of my 
administration’s decision-making regarding our re-
opening efforts has been driven by data – not dates,” 
Kelly said. “Because of the great work Kansans and 

A Memorial Day messageA Memorial Day message

Legion installing flags at cemetery; 
annual Memorial Day services canceled

Saturday Cruise Night honors 
seniors, brings in donations 

for Karla’s Diaper Closet

PHOTOS By JOSEPHiNE May

A banner with photos of Hiawatha’s seniors was strung across Oregon Street for the weekend — which was scheduled to have been graduation weekend.

People decorated vehicles in honor seniors, much like this semi decorated in honor of graduate 
cousins Kaysi Overdick and Blake Gormley and driven by Greg Lock and Quentin Overdick.

A graduation cap and gown 
decorated the planter in front of 
Rainbow Communications.

A pair of pink flamingos at Wright’s Eclectibles were 
spotted wearing Hiawatha graduation gear in honor 
of the Senior Cruise Night.

SUBMiTTEd PHOTO

Donations were dropped off for Karla’s Diaper Closet 
in the Carpet Plus parking lot. From left, Debra Wright, 
Pam Smith and Karla Hartter.

Longtime Hiawatha business leader and farmer passes away at 98

Warner Pape Jr.

City nixes pool, baseball for summer
Teams can still practice after Phase 2 

hits, but no games will be allowed

Governor moves Kansas into 
modified Phase 2 on May 22
To keep Kansans safe, details 
in Phases 2 and 3 amended

Please  see Phase/Page a5 Please  see City/Page a5

By Commander Curt WeldonBy Commander Curt Weldon
Homer White Post 66

(Editor’s Note: The following is an excerpt from 
Comm. Weldon’s speech planned for annual Me-
morial Day services this year. However, due to the 
pandemic, those services have been canceled.)

Every crisis has new heroes. During the 9/11 at-
tacks, they were the first responders running into 
burning and crumbling buildings as others ran 
out. Now, during the Coronavirus pandemic, the 
most visible heroes are the health care profession-
als, who are saving others and risking their own 
lives while doing so.

These heroes have much in common with the 
people that we honor today – America’s fallen vet-
erans. They are men and women who have sacri-
ficed their own lives so others could live. They are 
both elite and ordinary. They are elite in the sense 
of character. Giving your life so others could live is 
the ultimate definition of selfless.

They are ordinary in the fact that they represent 
the diverse fabric of our country. They are rich and 
poor, black and white, male and female. They come 
from every ethnicity and background. In short, 
they looked like anyone of us.

Approximately one million men and women of 
the U.S. military have lost their lives in defense of 
our nation since the founding of this great Repub-
lic.

Not all have died from enemy fire. Some have 
died from diseases that have too often festered 
around war zones. Often times, deaths from dis-
ease and accidents outnumbered casualties caused 
by enemy weapons.

During the Spanish American War, 60 soldiers of 
the all-black 24th Infantry Regiment volunteered 
to serve as nurses. Thirty-six of them would later 
die of yellow fever or malaria.

A generation later, the flu would kill nearly 
16,000 U.S. soldiers in France during World War I. 
Another 30,000 American service members died in 
stateside camps. These men and women could have 
isolated safely in their homes. But they knew they 
had an important job to do. A mission to accom-
plish. They were all on a mission to serve.

Even when the enemy is an invisible virus or a 
microscopic germ, the sacrifices made are just as 
meaningful. The U.S. military has already lost ser-
vice members to COVID-19.

This Memorial Day as we continue to honor 
those who fell for us in battle, let’s also pause to re-
member those who have also sacrificed their lives 
while serving others. May God bless them and may 
God bless you for remembering them here today.


