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Another cancellation of 
a favorite event for Hiawa-
thans is being canceled for 
2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Hiawatha Police Chief 
John Defore said this 
year’s National Night Out 
— set for Aug. 5 — is can-
celed due to the pandemic. 
This joins the list of local 
cancellations that include 
Maple Leaf Festival and 
Big Kansas Road Trip, 
along with Brown County 
Relay For Life — all which 
were set for this fall.

Chief Defore said the city 
decided to cancel the up-
coming event after much 
discussion. In May, the city 
commission had also voted 
to close the pool and not 
allow games on city fields 
due to the pandemic. Na-
tional Night Out typically 
includes a variety of events 
at the Fisher Community 
Center, which bring out 
hundreds of local people 
to see emergency vehicles, 
have a free meal and take 
part in an open pool party.

National Night Out 
canceled for 2020
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Brown County TreasurerBrown County Treasurer

forfor
Betty ‘BJ’ SpikerBetty ‘BJ’ Spiker

• 17 years experience serving in the Treasurer’s 
   offi ce
• I am a Brown County resident for over 20 years
•  I am a graduate of Kansas State University  
• Experience, Education, Commitment 

I want to serve my County. I’m on the Robinson 
volunteer Fire Dept. & a founding member of the 
Brown County Mounted Search & Rescue group.

Please vote for your hometown candidate 

on Aug. 4th

RE-ELECTRE-ELECT
Sheriff John 
Merchant

“Working together to 
make Brown County a 
safer place to live and 

raise a family.”
Paid Ad by the Committee to 
Elect John Merchant, Sheriff  
Ron Nichols, treasurer
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After much discussion that at 
times became a little heated, the 
Hiawatha School District vot-
ed 5-2 Tuesday night to get stu-
dents back into the classroom on 
Wednesday, Sept. 2.

This is the second time the 
board has pushed back the start 
date. Earlier this month the 
board voted to move the start 
date back to Aug. 20 from the 
original date of Aug. 18.

However, several things hap-
pened after the early July board 
meeting — the governor man-
dated that schools not start un-
til Sept. 8. In addition, the state 
school board declined to ap-
prove that mandate and the de-
cisions fell back in the hands of 
the local school districts.

A few days later, school of-
ficials received a nearly 1,100 
page document “Navigating 
2020” detailing the proposed 
learning guidelines for the 2020-
21 academic year. This included 
three phases of possible learn-
ing: Phase 1-on site; Phase 2-hy-

brid of on-site and remote; Phase 
3-remote. School districts need 
to be ready to move into any of 
those phases at any point in time 
depending upon the health and 
wellness climate of their county 
pertaining to COVID-19 cases.

It’s the challenges of getting 
students back into the class-
rooms while preparing for the 
unknown that has led schools 

— like Hiawatha — to make de-
cisions to move start dates. In 
addition, there is so much plan-
ning that goes into it — disin-
fecting, mask protocol, taking 
temperatures, social distancing 
in the classroom, playgrounds 
and on buses, additional staff 
to monitor students, along with 
working out plans for quaran-
tining and how to handle posi-

tive cases of students and staff.
All of these topics and many 

others were discussed during 
Tuesday night’s special board 
meeting — held at the Hiawatha 
Middle School library and aired 
over Zoom. Some district patrons 
were not able to view the meeting, 
as the Zoom conference maxed 
out at 100 viewers. Concern over 
this was discussed in the meet-

ing as well, however to allow for 
more viewers the meeting would 
have had to been stopped and re-
scheduled with a new Zoom meet-
ing link sent out to the public. The 
board had also purchased addi-
tional microphones for the Zoom 
meetings to allow for viewers to 
hear audio better.

Board members had varying 
views on when to return to the 
classroom. Superintendent Lon-
nie Moser proposed following 
the governor’s guidance and 
starting Sept. 8 with kindergart-
ners, fifth and ninth graders 
and remaining students in the 
classroom the following day.

Board member John Wright 
was vehemently opposed. He 
felt it was time to get the kids 
“off the couches and out from in 
front of the TV” and back in the 
classroom sooner rather than 
later and sort through issues 
as they arose. Wright said he 
thought that the district could 
adequately prepare within the 
next three weeks for the aca-
demic year as well as custodians 

Hiawatha students back in classrooms Sept. 2

By JOEy May

Members of the Hiawatha School Board, along with Superintendent Lonnie Moser gathered Tuesday night at the HMS library for a 
special meeting to discuss the 2020-21 calendar and budget.

Please  see Students/Page a5
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Brown County Commissioners 
met Monday morning and awarded 
additional SPARK money from the 
COVID-19 relief fund.

In addition, requests for reim-
bursements due to expenses relating 
to COVID-19 need to be submitted to 
the county by July 31 with all pay-
ments issued by Aug. 15.

The SPARK Fund is designated 
federal money dispersed to each 
county. Brown County had $1.9 
million available to use and it’s 
managed by a task committee that 
includes Brown County Emergen-
cy Management Coordinator Don 
Pounds.

Entities such as businesses, 

organizations, municipalities, 
schools and others can submit for 
reimbursement for COVID-19 re-
lated funds. At Monday’s meeting, 
the commission approved sever-
al disbursements: Brown Coun-
ty Treasurer — $1,177.36; City of 
Horton — $1,146.94; Brown County 
District Court — $179.97; Latchkey 
— $49.05. Some of the reimburse-
ments covered the costs of sani-
tation supplies, sneeze guards, a 
thermal thermometer, disinfectant 
and other expenses approved by 
the committee.

All requests for reimbursements 
need submitted by July 31 for the 
SPARKS fund, with disbursements 
coming by Aug. 15.

County Commissioners award additional 
SPARK funding, issue reminder of deadline

By JOEy May

Brown County Commissioners (l-r) Keith Olsen, Dwight Kruse and Richard Lehmkuhl at a recent meeting.
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The Brown County 
Clerk’s Office has seen 
several residents vote ear-
ly for the upcoming Aug. 4 
primary election.

Brown County Clerk 
Melissa Gormley told 
county commissioners at 
Monday’s meeting that 
she has seen an increase 
in numbers with 833 bal-
lots already out as of that 
day, with 310 returned 
and 121 in person voting 
at the early voting loca-
tions — which do include 
the Brown County Court-
house.

Gormley also said her 
staff will implement ex-
tensive cleaning proce-
dures for the voting polls 
that include cleaning 
handles and tables every 
two hours. The Secretary 
of State’s office provid-
ed pens that voters can 
take home once they use 
hem. She said her office 
also purchased additional 
gloves, masks and shields 
for the voting tables.

Gormley said it was 
a little harder to get 

volunteers to run the 
polls, due to concern over 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
She said masks are recom-
mended at the polls — but 
not required.

County prepares for primary, 
early voting numbers are up

By JOEy May

Registered voters can cast 
their ballots before Tuesday at 
designated polling places such as 
the Brown County Courthouse.
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The Brown County Sheriff’s Of-
fice was recognized by the Kansas 
Department of Transportation at 
Monday morning’s Brown County 
Commission meeting.

Bob Hamilton, law enforcement 
liaison for KDOT, presented Sher-
iff John Merchant with the AAA 
Kansas Community Traffic Safe-
ty Platinum Award for his depart-
ment’s work in 2019.

Hamilton told the commission-

ers he works with AAA Kansas 
to identify deserving law enforce-
ment agencies and encourage 
them to apply for AAA for consid-
eration, based on their work. This 
award is provided by AAA Kan-
sas to encourage communities to 
address local traffic safety issues 
in a coordinated and cost-effective 
way.

“As Brown County Commis-
sioners I want to thank you for the 
support you provide the sheriff 

Sheriff recognized with KDOT award

By JOEy May

Bob Hamilton with KDOT recognized Brown County 
Sheriff John Merchant (left) at Monday’s county 
meeting with the AAA Kansas Community Traffic 
Safety Platinum Award.
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