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We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.

Dan Lierz
785-742-3434

DLierz@ShelterInsurance.com

AUTO INSURANCE
    RATES ARE FALLING!

Shelter Insurance® has a history of doing the right thing for our 
customers. Because the COVID-19 pandemic has led to fewer 
people driving, and fewer accidents as a result, we are lowering our 
auto insurance rates. Our current customers are seeing an average 
overall reduction of 5%*.  If you’ve ever considered Shelter for 
your auto insurance, now is a good time to get a quote and see 
how much we can save you.  See me for details!

*Not available in all states. The amount of the decrease for
individual customers will vary based on policy coverages
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By JOSEPHiNE May

The Halloween Parade featured decorated vehicles of all kinds this year, including this Chiefs shout out by Ryan and Cassie Smith of Hiawatha. See 
today’s B section for the remaining contest results and Miss Mary’s Kids Costume Contest.

CHiEFS’ PridE SHiNES BriGHT aT HaLLOWEEN ParadE

by Joey may
Hiawatha World

(Editor’s Note: Super-
intendent Lonnie Moser 
issued a letter to patrons 
on Thursday concerning 
multiple positive cases 
of COVID-19 among staff 
and students. School of-
ficials contacted close 
contacts for quarantine. 
The School Board set a 
special meeting for 6 p.m. 
Thursday. See adjacent 
story for details.)

The Hiawatha School 
Board made a decision 
to “hold tight” on on-site 
learning for now after 
hearing concerns from 
school nurses on absen-
teeism and quarantines 
at Monday night’s meet-
ing.

The School Board also 
heard from Hiawatha 
Community Hospital 
providers Jodi Twombly 
and Danielle Jagels on 
increasing cases in the 
county.

The School Board 
discussed concerning 
absenteeism related to 
COVID-19 in all three 
school facilities with a 
primary concern about 
nearly 90 out that day at 
the middle school — with 
79 due to COVID-related 
issues including quaran-

tine. There were a little 
over two dozen from each 
the seventh and eighth 
grade classes out due to 
quarantines. In addition, 
the middle school had 
seven staff members out 
that day.

The other two school fa-
cilities also had concern-
ing numbers, but not as 
high as the high school, 
according to district 
head nurse Erin Wenger. 
She said the high school 
had 35 students out due 
to COVID reasons and 
42 overall and the ele-
mentary had 45 students 
out due to COVID related 
reasons and 65 overall. 
HHS had two teachers 
out and HES had 10 staff 
members out.

Wenger and McCauley 
said there had not been 
any confirmed student to 
student transmissions at 
the school.

Based on the recently 
adopted gaiting criteria, 
the health officials said 
this would put Hiawatha 
in the red in many cate-
gories, which would lead 
to considering remote 
learning. Some areas 
were still in yellow and 
green. The increase in 
cases in recent weeks 

by Joey may
Hiawatha World

With the recent spike 
in COVID-19 cases in 
Brown County, Hiawatha 
Community Hospital offi-
cials are saying it’s more 
important now than ever 
to wear masks and social 
distance.

Brown County added 89 
cases just last week, said John 
Broberg, CEO of Hiawatha Hos-
pital. This week is looking to be 
more of the same as the Kansas 

Department of Health and 
Environment is reporting 
397 cases as of Wednes-
day. Other local counties 
are blowing up as well as 
Nemaha hit 670 with over 
200 active and 6 deaths 
and Doniphan 287 with 
2 deaths and Atchison 
County with 645 with 7 
deaths — as of Wednes-
day’s numbers.

Overall, the state added 10,000 
cases just last week and as of Nov. 

by Joey may
Hiawatha World

Highland Community College ex-
tended what was originally a three-
day period of 
remote learning 
to the end of the 
semester, ac-
cording to an an-
nouncement late 
Tuesday by the 
Doniphan Coun-
ty school.

According to 
school officials, 
HCC has seen an increase in numbers 
being tested and positive cases in the 
county and area communities and an-
nounced that instead of classes resum-
ing on Thursday that students were free 
to leave for the semester and all classes 
were now online.

“We have been fortunate our positive 
cases this fall have been few and all 
have recovered. However, positive cas-
es in the communities around us are 
continuing to increase at a rapid and 
alarming rate,” according to a state-
ment by the college. “The college felt 
this was the best decision to keep stu-
dents, faculty and staff safe.”

Campus offices, library, housing, 
Wellness Center, cafeteria and all 
campus services will remain open for 

by Joey may
Hiawatha World

The Brown County 
Health Department has 
reported the recent spike 
in cases is more than it’s 
staff can handle and that 
the state will be stepping 
in to help monitor new 
cases.

In a statement on the 
Health Department’s 
Facebook Monday, the 
Brown County Health De-
partment reported a total 
of 352 cases that day — 

reporting 26 new positive 
cases since Friday. There 
have been 6 COVID-re-
lated deaths reported. 
By Wednesday, the state 
COVID site on the Kansas 
Department of Health and 
Environment was report-
ing Brown County had 397 
positive cases.

“Our current active case 
count in Brown County is 
more than our team can 
manage. We are now turn-
ing cases over to KDHE 

SCHOOL DEBATES 
LEARNING PHASES 
AFTER COVID UPDATE

By JOEy May

Health officials talked at Monday night’s School Board meeting. In 
front, from left, HCH providers Danielle Jagels, Jodi Twombly and HES 
nurse Whitney McCauley. In back is Erin Wenger, district head nurse.

Hospital officials concerned with recent 
COVID spike; masks more important now

JOHN HOPKiNS iNSTiTUTE WEBSiTE

This snapshot of a graph on the John Hopkins Institute website details the spread of the 
virus and those countries in the darker colors — such as the U.S. — where the virus has 
spread significantly within recent days.

HCC transitions to remote 
learning for rest of semester

Health department reports major 
increase in cases, KDHE to step in

John Broberg 
Hiawatha  

Community 
Hospital CEO

Please  see HCC/Page a5

Please  see KdHE/Page a5

Please  see Hospitals/Page a5

by Joey may
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha School Board met in special session 
Thursday evening and made the decision to transi-
tion the district into remote learning until Dec. 3.

Students will attend school on Friday the 13th to 
pack up materials and remote learning is expect-
ed to start Monday, Nov. 16 with a projected return 
to school date of Dec. 3, depending upon the health 
climate of students, staff and the county.

Earlier in the day, Superintendent Lonnie 
Moser issued a patron letter through the dis-
trict’s Facebook site about multiple COVID cases 
the district became aware of that morning that 
affected staff and students.

This added to numerous staff and student ab-
senteeisms due to COVID-related issues such as 
positive cases and quarantines from exposures. 
This put the district in a position where class-
rooms could not be covered due to low staff and 
worry about the continuous rise of COVID-19 in 
the district.

School Board makes decision to  
transition to remote learning until Dec. 3

Please  see remote/Page a4

Please  see Phases/Page a4


