
Shelter is here for you.

In the interest of providing help to our customers now, 
when they need it most, Shelter will pay our auto 
policyholders representing approximately 30% of their 
monthly premium for their personal autos for the months 
of April and May. We will work diligently to obtain 
approval from the Departments of Insurance in each state 
we serve to get this money into our customers’ hands as 
quickly as possible.

®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com   

Dan Lierz
824 Oregon St.,

Hiawatha, KS 66434
DLierz@ShelterInsurance.com

785-742-3434
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Help keep your local news relevant with your support
Now more than ever, journalism in Northwest Missouri and North-

east Kansas needs your support as expenses mount during hardships 
through the years. Please consider a donation to help keep your local 
news viable at hiawathaworldonline.com/supportlocaljournalism.

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

Here comes Peter Cotton-
tail, hopping down the bun-
ny trail — Hippity Hoppity 
Easter’s on it’s way!

Well, Easter was Sunday, 
and unfortunately, instead 
of having its regular Eas-
ter Egg Hunt, the Hiawatha 
Chamber and Visitors 
Bureau offered a distant 
Easter greeting from the 
world’s biggest bunny.

The HCVB caught the 
Easter Bunny hiding eggs 
in a resident’s yard and vid-
eoed him sending an Easter 
greeting to all the youth of 
Hiawatha.

Chamber officials are 
also offering a variety of 
“social distancing” activi-
ties with scavenger hunts 
throughout town in an ef-
fort to brighten up every-
one’s “shelter in place” the 
past few weeks.

These kicked off in 
March, with a different 
theme each week — res-
idents could place bears, 
hearts, flowers and bunnies 

in their windows and peo-
ple who spotted them could 
submit photos. Each week 
had a different theme.

Those who took part and 
submitted photos, were en-
tered into a drawing to win 
$100 in Chamber Bucks, 

sponsored by Stacie’s Dance 
Academy.

Chamber Administrator 
Sarah Kleopfer said this 
week is the fourth and fi-
nal week of the Distancing 
Scavenger Hunt with the 
theme of hearts. Look for 
windows with hearts and 
submit your photo to the 
HCVB through Facebook.

Also, watch the HCVB’s 
Facebook page for infor-
mation on new scavenger 
hunts and activities to do, 
she said, noting that the 
newest scavenger hunt will 
start April 20.

In addition, HCVB reminds 
the residents that Chamber 
Bucks are still available for 
purchase to use at partici-
pating Chamber businesses. 
While many of these busi-
nesses are closed currently, 
the Chamber Bucks can be 
used when they reopen to 
support the small businesses.

The downtown office is 
closed currently, but the 
HCVB is doing business via 
email at hiawathacham-
ber@rainbowtel.net and 
phone at 742-7136.

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

The “stay-at-home” order for Kansans was extended two 
weeks until May 3 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, announced 
Governor Laura Kelly in a press conference Wednesday.

The current order was set to expire on April 19, but Gov. 
Kelly informed Kansans via her press conference — which 
airs on her Facebook page, as well as through area media 
— that she is keeping the shelter-in-place order effective 
for two more weeks, based on current COVID-19 numbers.

She said that she has been informed by health offi-
cials the peak will hit Kansas somewhere in that last 
week of April and she wants to take all precautions until 
the wave resides.

In addition, Gov. Kelly said she is continuing to limit 
in-person worship services and other religious gatherings 
to 10 or less, despite continued criticism from the Legisla-
ture. Last week, the Legislative Council voted 5-2 to over-
rule Gov. Kelly’s order restricting religious gatherings, but 
on Saturday the Supreme Court uphold her executive order.

During the press conference on Wednesday, Gov. Kel-
ly was asked about a few churches that still held ser-
vices and what were the potential penalties for them. 
She said that enforcement of that order is up to local law 
enforcement agencies.

Kansans are encouraged to wear masks when in pub-
lic and to maintain social distancing guidelines of 6 feet 
or more between people — not gathering with more than 
10 people at a time.

For more coronavirus coverage, go to our website at 
www.hiawathaworldonline.com and see page 9 of today’s issue.

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

The Brown County Sher-
iff reported that a Fairview 
resident was killed early 
Thursday morning in a 
house fire there.

Sheriff John Merchant 
reported that at approxi-
mately 3:19 a.m., the Brown 

County Sheriffs office re-
ceived a 911 call reporting 
a house fire in the vicinity 
of US 36 Highway and Syc-
amore Street in Fairview. 
Responding agencies were 
Fairview, Sabetha and Pow-
hattan Fire departments, 
Squad 48, Town and Coun-
try ambulance, Brown 
County Sheriffs deputies 
and Sac and Fox Police.

“The fire claimed the life 
of one of the residents of the 
home,” Sheriff Merchant 
said. “No foul play is sus-
pected.”

The name of the victim is 
withheld pending notifica-
tion of the family.

“We are very thankful to 
have a great group of emer-
gency responders that ar-
rive quickly to take care of 

situations such as this,” he 
said. “The Brown County 
Sheriffs office would like 
to express our condolences 
to the family on the loss of 
their loved one.”

Sheriff Merchant said 
the fire marshals office has 
been notified as standard 
procedure to investigate the 
cause of the fire.

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

Members of the Hiawatha Fire Department ap-
proached the Brown County Commission Monday 
morning about forming a fire district within the county.

The regular weekly meeting was closed to the public, 
due to the COVID-19 restrictions, but was shown via 
Facebook live. Guests were able to call in or join the 
meeting via Zoom conference.

Representing the Hiawatha Fire Department was 
member Corey Lay, who talked to the commission-
ers about forming a fire district. This idea first came 
to the Hiawatha City Commission a couple of months 
ago, as the Hiawatha Fire Department approached the 
city about joining with Hiawatha and Padonia Town-
ships – areas that the HFD already covers for fire calls 
— to form a fire district, with a proposed start date of 

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

A new program is being 
implemented in the Hi-
awatha school district that 
offers a chance to mentor to 
kids.

Kim Krauter, counselor 
at Hiawatha Middle School, 
is working with several oth-
er school officials — along 
with a handful of communi-
ty members — to get a pro-
gram called “Teammates” 
up and going by the begin-
ning of the 2020-21 school 
year.

Teammates is a mentor-
ing program that originat-
ed in Nebraska and is all 
school-based, Krauter said. 

That means that mentors 
meet the students at the 
school for interaction — for 
safety purposes there are 
no meet-ups that are not 
supervised at the school 
during academic hours.

Krauter said now is the 
time to get mentors signed 
up in order to have the 
program ready by fall. She 
needs the mentors and from 
there, will know how many 
students can be signed up.

Currently, the program is 
geared toward students in 
5th-8th grades as a starting 
point, but Krauter said there 
could come a time when the 
program could expand.

By Joey May
Hiawatha World

The Hiawatha School 
Board took a step Monday 
night in bringing back a 
wrestling program to the 
high school for the next ac-
ademic year.

The approval by board 
members was a prelimi-
nary step in response to a 
proposal to develop a wres-

tling coop with Doniphan 
West High School. HHS 
Athletic Director Kim Lil-
lie introduced the proposal 
to school board members at 
Monday’s regular monthly 
meeting, which was held via 
Zoom conference.

Hiawatha has not had 
its own wrestling program 
in several years. It was cut 
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The Hiawatha Chamber and Visitors Bureau offered a special Easter greeting over the weekend as the Easter Bunny 
stopped by. HCVB officials said it was unfortunate that the Easter Egg Hunt had to be canceled, for everyone’s safety 
during the coronavirus concerns, but shared a video on the Chamber Facebook from the Easter Bunny.

The Easter Bunny was caught 
hiding eggs at a Hiawatha 
residence last weekend.

Governor Kelly extends  
stay-at-home order until May 3

Fairview resident killed in house fire

Fire district discussions 
continue at county level

By JOEy May

If a Hiawatha Fire District is formed, the city commission has indicated 
it would give the current firehouse to the district.

Teammates offers  
opportunity to mentor to kids

Hiawatha School District takes a step 
forward in adding back wrestling program
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