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Hiawatha has its very own 
Clark Griswold.

Drive by 304 Choctaw and 
get the full effect of Karl and 
Kathy Kliewer’s holiday ex-
travaganza — Christmas Va-
cation style.

Karl Kliewer is a fan of the 
Chevy Chase movie that came 
out in 1983 and depicts Chevy 
Chase as Clark Griswold — a 
hard-working average Amer-
ican father who wants to have 
the true family Christmas 
celebration with everyone 
invited to his house. Lots of 
fun Chevy Chase antics arise, 
but a focal point is the house, 
where Clark decorated the 
house with “250 strands of 
lights, 100 individual bulbs 

per strand, for a grand total of 
25,000 imported Italian twin-
kle lights.”

Karl Kliewer may not have 
quite that many lights in his 
yard, but he comes close. The 
Kliewers moved to this house 
in December of 2001 and he 
said it was so close to Christ-
mas time that he didn’t deco-
rate a lot that year. Every year 
he put out a few more decora-
tions and then one Christmas, 
about 15 years ago, Kathy 
came home with two inflat-
ables.

“I had never seen those be-
fore and thought it was pretty 
neat,” he said. “They were 8 
feet tall and all you had to do 
was plug them in!”

From there a true Clark 
Griswold was born. Every 

Another decoration from the popular movie Christmas 
Vacation is this “fried cat” display, made for him by a friend.
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The Hiawatha Cham-
ber and Visitors Bureau 
is once again planning 
the Merry and Bright 
Night for Saturday, 
Dec. 18 and is asking 

local residents to go all 
out in decorating their 
houses and businesses.

The HCVB will 
create a map and on 
Saturday, Dec. 18, 
they are asking those 
signed up to have 
their lights on and 

decorations out from 
6-9:30 p.m. The map 
will be posted on the 
Hiawatha Chamber 
Facebook page — find 
the link and follow 
the map around the 
community and turn 
on some Christmas 

tunes while you are at 
it! A f lyer with lists of 
addresses of partici-
pating businesses and 
houses will also be 
available at Casey’s.

The HCVB welcomes 
lights and displays in 
the country as well.

Merry and Bright Night set for Saturday
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The Hiawatha Commis-
sion met on Monday eve-
ning, and following a discus-
sion voted to remove Gene 
Atland from the position of 
Fire Chief in a 3-2 vote.

The group held a discus-
sion on the current appoint-
ed Fire Chief, and the ability 
of the city to allow the de-
partment to select their own 
candidate for the position.

Current Fire Chief Gene 
Atland was appointed with-

out recommendation after 
the commission removed 
former Fire Chief Ryan 
Shockley in November 2019.

During his designated 
time at the end of the meet-
ing, Commissioner Brian 
Shefferd said he under-
stands that there has been 
a problem with the Fire De-
partment for a while, and 
that he believes that the 
department should be able 
to select their own chief. 
After some procedural 

Hiawatha Commission removes Fire Chief

PHOTO By JOEy May

HHS band instructor Jarod Estrada directs the Jazz Band in a selection at last Thursday night’s concert that also included a performance 
by the Concert Band. See Page 9 of today’s edition for more on the concert. The Hiawatha Middle School Concert is scheduled for 
Monday, Dec. 20 at the HHS auditorium at 7 o’clock. The public is invited.

HHS BaNd CONCErT
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Hiawatha School Board 
member John Wright walked 
out of Monday night’s meet-
ing — resigning the final 
month of his 20 years of ser-
vice in protest of another 
school board member’s deci-
sion to move her children out 
of district.

The move came after 
Wright, along with board 
members Andrea Groth and 
Keith Erdley, were recog-
nized and given plaques for 
their years of service. The 
December meeting was to be 
the last of these board mem-
bers as newly elected officials 

were to take their positions in 
January. Wright had declined 
to run again and his position 
will be filled by Roni Tietjens. 
Erdley also had declined to 
run and his position was won 
by Jim Robidoux. Groth was 
narrowly defeated by Jacque-
line Kerl.

All three exiting board 
members were recognized 
and given an opportunity to 
speak at the beginning of the 
meeting. Wright reflected on 
his years of service and how 
he had been initially elected 
as “the Redskin candidate” 
during the year of the change 
of the mascot and the ac-
complishments of the board 
during the time he had been 
on. Wright said his family 
goes way back in the School 
District and he is most proud 
of the accomplishments of the 
district.

Erdley said serving his 
term had been enlightening 
and he felt “honored to be a 

School Board member resigns in 
protest of another’s decision to 

move kids out of district
Algae in 

diesel tanks 
lead to issues 

with buses
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A ‘CHRISTMAS VACATION’ 
STOP IN HIAWATHA

PHOTOS By JOEy May

Karl Kliewer stands next to two 
Christmas inflatables his wife, Kathy, 
has gotten him the past two years.
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A powerful storm swept 
through Kansas Wednesday 
afternoon, bringing frigid 
temperatures, high winds 
and tornadoes along with a 
widespread power outage.

In Brown County, the 
high winds caused some 
serious damage to outbuild-
ings, roofs, trees, vehicles 
and more. Sheriff John 
Merchant said he had not 
received any reports of seri-
ous injuries from the storm, 
however three semis did roll 
over due to the high winds.

He said two semis were at 
the junction of US 75 and US 
36 Highways at Fairview and 

emergency personnel was on 
the scene for several years 
trying to open the highway. 
He said the drivers sustained 
minor injuries. Another semi 
rollover was just north of Hi-
awatha on U.S. 73 Highway 
near the junction of 250th.

Sheriff Merchant said pow-
er lines were down across the 
road, near 260th and U.S. 73 
Highway, and they intersect-
ed so the road was shut down 
for a time to clear the road.

Sheriff Merchant said re-
ports he had of the winds in-
dicated that gusts reached 
up to 90 mph at some points.

“We couldn’t even stand up 
and had a hard time opening 

Powerful storm causes power 
outages, widespread damage
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Several large trees around town — including this cedar at the Hiawatha 
Cemetery — were casualties of the storm.


